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^^Homimm pagina nqfirafapit. Ma&t. 

We Arive to paint the manners and the nund* 

Lette&s written; from the heart and on real occafions, 
though not always decorated with the flowers of elo- 
quence, muH be far more ufeful and intereding than the 
ftttdied paragraphs of Pliny, or the pompous declama- 
tions of Bal(ac \ as they contain jud pidures of life 
and manners, and are the genuine emanations of nature. 
Of this kind I fiiall feled a few from the l^eap I have 
received from my correfpondents, each of which exhi- 
bits a different charader, not exaggerated and 
'.eightened by circumiUnces that pafs the boiunds of 
Teality* 

i Vol. III. A '^^ 



S vB3t ADvkKrtTREiu No. LXXL 

To the Aovf NTUB^K. 

S I IR., "Sombre-Hall, June i8, 

I AM arrived yrtth Sir Nicholas at this xnelanchbly 
moated manfion. Would I could be annihilated dur- 
ing the .infupportable tedioufiaeis of {bminer ! We are 
to Alp this evening, after having fifhed the whole after- 
noon, by day-light, think of that, in the new arhour. 
My uncle, poor man, imagines he has a finer and rich- 
er profpe^ fro^ theace, than the illuminated Viilas at 
Vauxhall afford, only becaufe he fees a parcel of woods 
and meadows, and blue hills, a]Qd corn-fields. We have 
been vifited by our only neighbour, Mrs. Thrifty, who 
entertained us with a dull hiflory of the children (he has 
educated,' ftt a little fchool of her own founding, and 
who values herfelf for not having been in town thefe 
ten years, and for not knowing what a drum means. 
My filler and I have laid a fcheme to plague her, for we 
have fent her a card, entreating her to make one at Brag 
next Sunday. [ For heaven's fake fend us your paper 
weekly, but do not give us fo many grave ones 5 for we 
want to bc^diverted alter ftudying Hoyle, which we do 
for threeAours e^ery afternoon with great attention, 
that 'tha time may not pafs away totally ufelefs, and 
that we may be a match for Lady Shuffle next winter. 
Let us know what is done at the next Jubilee Mafque- 
sade. How (hall I have patience to fupport my abfence 
from it ! And if Madam de Pompadour comes over, as 
was reported when I left town, impart to us a minute 
account of the complexion (he now wears, and of every 
arfycJe of her drefs ) any milliner will explain the terras 
/o yoiu I don^t fee that you have -jtX ^uXi^^d the 



Nb. LXXlf TITE A»VENTU1UCR» ^ 

little novel I fent you ; I aflure you it was written by a 
right honourable : but you, I fupfofe think the flyle 
colloquial a» you call it, and the moral trite or trifling. 
Colonel Caper?s pindaric ode on the E O table, muft 
abfolutely be inferted in your very next paper, or elfe 
never ezpe& to hear again from 

Letitia. 

m 

To the Adventurkx. 

SIR, 

1 APPLY to you, as a perTon of prudence and knowledge 
of jthe world, for diredions how to extricate myfelf out 
of a great and uncommon difficulty. To enable myfelf 
to breed up a numerous family on a fmall preferment, 
I have been advifed to indulge my natural propeniity . 
for poetry, and to write a tragedy : my deiign is to ap- 
prentice my eldefl fon to a reputable tradefman, with 
the profits I (hall acquire by the reprefentation of my 
play, being deterred by the inordinate expencei of an 
Univerfity education, from making him a fcholar. An 
'old gentlewoman in my parifh, a great reader of reii- 
^ous controverfy, whom celibacy and the reduftion of 
intereft have made morofely devout, accidentally hear- 
ing of my performance, undertook to cenfure me in all ' 
companies with acrimony and zeal, &s a6ling inconfjfl- 
ently with the dignity of my public charafter, and as 
a promoter of debauchery and lewdnefs. She has in- 
formed my church-wardens, that the playhoufe is the 
temple of Satan, and that the firfl Chriflians were IlridHy 
forbiddea to enter the theatres, as places impure and 
Contagiou5# My congregations gtoYi xVm \ xai. ^^'J^«^ 
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fhakes his head, and fears his mafter is not fo found as 
be ought to be, I 'was lately difcoUiling on the beauti- 
ful parable of the prodigal fon, and moft unfortunately- 
quoted Erafmus's obfervation on it, " ex quo quidem ^ 
*' argumento poffet non Inelegans taxi comedia,— qn 
** which fubje6l a moft elegant <jomedy might be com- 
" pofed j" which has ruined me for ever, anddeftroyed 
all the little refpeft remaining for me in the minds of 
my ptriihioners. What I cried they, would the parfon 
put the Bible into verfe ? would he make ftage-plays 
out of the Scriptures? How, Sir, am 'I to aft ? Aflift 
me with your aflvice. Am I for ever to bear unrea- 
ibnable obloquy, and undeferved reproach ? or muft I, 
to regain the good opinion of my people, relinquifh all- 
hopes of the five hundred pounds I was to gain by my 
piece, and generoufly burn my tragedy in my church- 
T^ard, in the face of my whole congregation ? 

Ypur's, &c. 

Jacob Thomafozv. 

To the 4^VENTIIR£R. 

SIR, 

X HAD almofl finifhed a view of the infide of St. PeterV 
at Rome in Butterfly-work, when my cruel parroquet 
accidentally trod upon the purpl^ emperor, of which 
the high altar was to have been made. This is the 
firft letter I have written after my dreadful lofs : and 
it is to defire you to put an advertifement at the end 
of your next paper, fignifying, that whoever has any 
^purple emperors or fwallow tails" to dif^ofe of, 
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may hear of apurchaiierat Lady Whim^s laNew Bond 
ilrcet* 

Your's, &c. 

/ 
To the Advent uREKr. 

SIR, 

If you will pay ofFmy milk-lcore and lodgings, flop' 
toy taylor from arrefting me, and put twenty pieces in 
iny pocket, I will immediately fet out for Lyons on 
foot, and day there till I have tranflated^to Englifh 
the manufcript of Longinu5, which you talk of in your 
fifty-firft paper. Favour me with afpeedy anfwer, di- 
reeled to Mr, Quillit, at the cork-cutter's in Wych- 
ftrect, Drury-lane. 

P. S. Seven bookfellers have already applied to me, 
and oflFer to pay me very generotifly for my tranfla- 
tion, efpecially as there is no French^one for me to^ 
confult. 

To the Adventurer. 

SIR, 

You aflEeft great tendefnefs and fenfibility whenever* 
you fpeak of the ladies. I have always defpifed them 
as- trifling and expenfive animals ^ and have, therefore, 
enjoyed the delicious liberty of what they idly and op- 
probrioufly call an old bachelor. I confider love in no 
other light, than as the parent of mifery and foll^ ^ ^tA 
the fon of idlenels and eafe. I am, t\ieTeiote/\we.Y.^xe.^- 

£blx delighted with a paffage of uncotataoxv ^tx&^ "a^^ 

A 3 Y^WJ^Xx-aXvoa 
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penetration^ which I. lately met 'with in the works of 
' the celebrated Huet } and which, becaufe no Englifh 
writer has taken notice of it, ( beg you would publifh 
for the ufe of my countrymen, as it will impart to them 
a method of tfcapin^ the defpicable lot of living under 
-female tyranny. 

** Love," fays this judicious prelate, " is not only a 
'^ paflion of the foul like hatred and envy, but is alfo a 
'^ malady of the body like a fever. It is fituated in 
^' the blood and the animal fpirits, which are extraor- 
'^ dinarily inflamed and agitated ^ cuid it ought to be 
^' treated methodically by the rules of medicine, in or-i 
^' der to efife£^ a cure. I aiQ of opinion* that this difori 
" der may eafily be fubdued by plentiful fweats and co^ 
*' pious bleedings, which would carry oflf the peccant 
^* humours and thefe violent inflammations, would purg^ 
^' the blood, calm its emotion, and re-eflabli(h it in its 
" former natural flate. This is not merely groundlefi 
*' conjedture, it is an opinion founded on experience* 
** A great prince, with whom I was intimately acquaint:* 
*' cd, having conceived a violent pafTion for a young 
** lady of exalted merit, was obliged to leave her, and 
*' to take the field with the army. During this ab- 
** fence, his love was cherifhed and kept alive by a very 
** frequent and regular intercourfe of letters to the 
*' end of the campaign, when a dangerous ficknefs re- 
** duced him to extremity. By applying to the moll: 
*' powerful and efficacious drugs phyfic could boaft of,- 
** he recovered his health, but loft his paffion, which 
** the great evacuations he had ufed had entirely car- 
** ried oflF unknown to him. For imagining that he 
was as much in love a« ever, he found himfelf unex- 
jpededly^ cold and indifferent, t\ve ^ift. xVm^V^ \>^€V^ 
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** again the lady of whom he J had been fo paflionately 
*^ fond. The like accident befel one of my moft inti- 
^^ mate friends, who recovering from a long and Hub- 
** bom fever by falling into copious fweats, perceived 
^* at the fame time that he was cured of a pailion, that 
** for fome time before had continually teized and 
** grievoufly tormented him. He had no longer any» 
** taftc for the obje6l he formerly adored, attempted 
^' in vain to renew his gallantries, and found that in*- 
« '* fenfibility and diflike had banifhed tendemefs and 

_ 

• I am your^ 

Aka]o$« 

•K 

* ^ 

To the Adventurer* 

SIR, 

Iff one of your late fermons I am informed, for I never 
read myfelf, that you have prefumed to fpeak with ridi- 
cule and contempt of the noble order of Bucks. Seven 
of us agreed laft night at the King's Arms, that if you 
dared to be guilty of the like impudence a fecond time, 
we would come in a body and untile your garret, burn 
your pocket-book of hints, throw your papers ready 
written for the prcfs into a jakes, and drive you out into 
the Strand in your tatterred night-gown and flipers : and 
you may guefs what a fine ||JB|^acle the mob will think an 
animal that fo feldom fees the fun as you do. I alTure 
jou; hat next to a day at Broughton's^ or \.\vt ^.-wscw^- 

A 4 ^"^^ 
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tion of a new play, the trueft joy of our fraternity is, 
" to hunjt an author." / 

Your's, 



Bipb Whipclcan. 



■ ■nW"*Ti> ■liHUii H»l'Ll.|ill. ^Wmm^fmmmm,^».m,mmmmmf mm^m^ffmflfyJf^^!^;^^ 
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Pnov. Gr, 

Many things happen between the cup and the Up. 

The following narrative is by an eaflern* tradition at- 
tributed to one Heli Ben Hamet, a moralift of Arabia, 
who isTaid to have delivered his precepts in public and 
periodical orations. This tradition correfponds with 
the manner in which the narrative is introduced 5 and, 
indeed, it may poflibly have no other foundation : but 
the tradition [iffelf, however founded, is fufRcient au- 
thority to confider Heli as the literary Adventurer of 

' a remote age and nation j and as only one number of hisi 
work is extant, I fhall not fcruple to- incorporate it 
with my own. *■ 

Doft thou afk a torch to difcover the brightnefs of 

iAff mpmmg ? doft thou appeal to argument for proofs 
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of Divine perfedion ! Look down to the earth on which 

thou ftandeft, and lift up thine eye to the worlds that roU 

above thee. - Thou beholdefl fplendor, abundance, and 

beauty \ is not He who produced them Mighty ? Thou 

confidereft \ is not he who formed thy underflanding, 

Wife ? Thou enjoyed \ is not He who gratifies thy 

fenfes, Good ? Can aught have limited his bounty but 

•his wifdom ? or can defers in his fagacity be difcover* 

* -ed by thine I To Heli, the preacher of humility and 

-reiignation, let thine ear be again attentive, thou whofe 

heart has rebelled in fecret,.and whofe wifh has filently 

accufed thy Maker. 

I rofe early in the morning to meditate, that I might 
without prefuraption hope to be heard. I left my ha- 
bitation, and, turning from the beaten path, I wander- 
ed without remarking my way, or regarding any objcft 
that I pafled, till the extreme heat of the fun, which 
now approached the meridian, compelled my attention, v 
The wearinefs which I had infenfibly contra^led by the 
length of my walk, became in a moment infupportable \ 
and looking round for (helter/ I fuddenly perceived 
-that I was not far from the wood, in which Rhedithe* 
herpiit inveftigates the fecrets of nature, and afcribes 
glory to God. The hope of improving my meditation 
-by his wifdom, gave me new vigour \ I foon reached 
the wood, I was refrefhed by the (liade, and I walked 
forward till I reac^hed the cell. I entered, but Rhedi 
was abfent. I had not, however, waited long, before 
I difcovered him through the trees at fome diflance, ad- 
■Tftncing towards me with a pcrfon whofe appearance 
^as, if poflible, yet more venerable, and whoxi||^efore, I 
lud never fd^n.- 

As ^\«ik. 
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When they came near I rofe up, and laying my hand 
upon my lips, I bowed myfelf with reverence before 
them. Rhedi faluted me by my name, and prefented 
me to his companion, before whom I again bowed my- 
felf to the ground.. Having looked fledfaflly in my 
countenahce^ he laid his hand upon my head,. and blef- 
fcd me : *' Heli," faid he, " thofe vyho deiice KLnow- 
•^ ledge that they may teach Virtue, fhalL-not be dif- 
^ appointed : fit down, I will relate events which yet 
^ thou knowefl but in part, and difclofe fecrets of Pro- 
*^ vidence from which thou mayefl derive inflrudion.?^ 
We fat down, and I liflened to the coimfel of an Angel,, 
or the mufic of Faradife.. 

Amana^ the daughter of Sanbad the fhepherd, was 
drawing water at the wells of Adail| when a caravan 
which had pa^ed^ the defart arrived, and the driver of 
the camels, alighted* to give them drink : thofe which 
came firft to t^c. wells, belonged to Nouraddin the meiv 
chant, who hai brought fine linen and other merchant- 
dife of great value from Egypt; Amana, when the 
caravan drew near, had covered, herfelf with her veil:, 
which the fervant of Nouraddin, to gratify a. brutal cit- 
riofity, attempted to withdraw^. 

Amana, provoked by the indignity, and- encouraged 
by the prefence of others, flruok him with the Raff of 
the bucket y and he was about to retaliate the violence, 
when Nouraddin, w ho was himfelf with the caravan, 
called out to .him to forbear, and immediately hailed to 
the well;. The veil of •Amana had fallen off in the 
ftruggle^ and^ Nouraddin was captivated with her beai»- 
tyf the lively, confufibn of offended modeily that glow*- 
od upon her cheek, the difdain that fwejled her bofonj, 
^ndtMfirtfeatmcnt that:ipjw:kled in hex eyes, ex^reffed- 
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a confciou&efs of her fex, which warmed and animated 
her beauty : they were graces which Nouraddin hade 
never feen, and produced a tumult in his breail which 
he had never felt ; for Nouraddin, though he had now^ 
great pofleflions, was yet a youth, and a flranger to 
woman : the merchandife which he wa» traniporting,. 
had been purchafed^ by his father, whom the angel of 
dea^ had intercepted in the journey, and the fuddem 
acceflion of independence and wealth did not difpofer 
him to reflrain^the impetuofity of defire : he, therefore^ 
demanded Amana of her parents ^ his menage was re-^ 
ceived with gratitude and joy ^ and Nouraddin, after ar 
fiiort time, carried her back to Egypt, having £rfl pu-- 
aifhed the fervant, by whom (he had been infultedat the^ 
weU, with his own hand. 

But he delayed the folemnities of marriage, till the^^ 
time of mourning for his father ihould expire^ and the; 
gratification of ' a pafTion which he could not fupprefs, 
was without much difficulty fofpended now its objefb 
was in his power. He anticipated the happinefs which 
he believed to be fecured^.and fuppofed that it would 
increafe by expectation, like a treafure by ufury, of 
which more is ilill poflefTed, . as poffeflion is longer de*- 
layed*. 

During this interval, Amana recovered from the tu- 
multuous joy of fudden elevation y her ambition was at. 
an end, and (he became fufceptibwof love. Nourad« 
din, who regretted the obfcurity of her birth, only be-> 
caufe.ithad prevented the cultivation of her mind^la<« 
boured inceffantly to fupply the defe^ : (he received 
bis inftrudion not only with gratitude, but delight ;" 
while hf fpoke, ihe gazed upon him m\.\i ^^^t.T[i ^kcAl 

A 6 ' x^-H^x^wiSh 
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veverence, and had no wUh but to return the happinefs 
which h^was impatient to beflow.. 

At'this time Ofmin the Caliph was upon the throne 
of Egypt. The paflions of Ofmin, thou knowefl, were ' 
isapetuous as the torrents of Alared, and fat.al as the 
whirlwind of the deiart : to excite and to gratify, was 
the whole purpofe of his mind ^ but hi$ wifli was flilk 
unfatisfied, and his, life was wretched^.. His feraglio 
was filled with beauty j but the power of beauty he^ 
had exhaufled : he^ becapie outrageous to revive deiire 
by ,a new o1:yeA, which he demanded of Nardic the 
eunuch, whom he. had not only fet over his women, but . 
his kingdoraf with menaces and execration. Nardic,* 
therefore, caufed a proclamation to be made, that who- 
ever fhould produce the moil beautiful virgin within 
two days, ihould (land in the prefence of the^ Caliph, 
and be deemed the third in his kingdom. .^ 

Caled, the fervant who had been beaten by Nourad- . 
din, returned with him to Egypt : the fuUen ferocity 
of his temper was incceafed by the defire of revenge, 
and the gloom, of discontent was . deepened by defpair : 
but when he heard the. proclamation of Nardic, joy 
kindled in his afpe^ like, lightening in the darknefs of 
^ dorm ; the offence which he had committed againft 
Amana, enabled him to revenge the punifhment which 
it produced. He knei^ that fhe was yet a virgin, and 
that her marriage tlras near ; he, therefore, haded to 
the palace* and demanded to be brought before Nardic, 
who, in the midft of magnificeifce and fervility, the 
flattery of dependent ambition and the zeal of unli- 
mited obedience^ was fitting pale and filent, his broww 
contraded with anxiety, and his breaft throbbing with 
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When Caled was brought into his prefence, he fell 
proftrate before him : " By the fmile of my Lord," " 
(aid he, '' let another be diftingui(hed from the Slaves ; 
" "who mingle in obfcurity, and let his favour elevate 
" another from the dull j but let my fervice be ac- 
^' cepl?ed, and let the defire of Ofmin be fatisfied with 
** beauty. . Amana will ihortly be efpoufed by Nou- 
** raddin j but of Amana^he fovereign of Egypt only 
** is worthy. Hafte, therefore, to demand her 5 fhe is 
"• now with him in the houfe, to which I will condu6t 
**' the meffenger of thy will." 

Nardic received this intelligence with tranfports of 
joy J a mandate was inftantly written to Nouraddin j. 
it was fealed with the royal fignet, and delivered to Ca- 
led, who returned with a force fuf{icient to compel 
obedience. 

On this day the mourning of Nouraddin expired ^ 
he had changed his apparel, and jperfiimed . his perfon y 
his features were brightened with the gladnefs of his , 
heart ^ he had invited hk friendt> to the fedival of his 
marriage, and the evening was to acconiplifh his-wiihes r . 
the evening alfo- was expe6):ed by Amana, with a joy . 
which (he did not labour to fupprefs ^ and (he was hid- 
ing her blu(hes in the breaft of Nouraddin, when Caled . 
arrived with the -mandate and the guard. . 

The domeftics were alarmed and terrified *,. and 
Nouraddin, being inftantly acquainted with the event, 
ru(hed out of the apartment of Amana "with diforder . 
^nd trepidation. When he faw Caled, he was moved 
with anger and difdain 5 but he was intimidated by the 
appearance of the guard. Caled immediately advanced, 
and, with looks of infolence andtrium^\\,-^te.ltx:tX^\'C^^ 
vuindate, iVburaddin feeing tYie 10-3^ ^\^tvsX^ Vxis.^- 
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ed' to* recieive it ^ and having gazed a moment at the 
fupericriptlon, prefled it upon bis forehead in an agony 
af fufpence and terror. The wretch who had betrayed 
him enjoyed the anguifh which he fufifered \ and per- 
ceiving that he was fainting, and had not fortitude to 
read the paper, acquainted him with the contents : at 
the name of Amana be flarted, as if he had felt the 
fling of a fcorpion, and immediately fell to the ground. 

Caled proceeded to execute his commifTion without 
remorfe j he Was not to be moved by fwooning. expof- 
tulation, entreaty, or tears ^ but having condudled A* 
mana to the feraglio, prefented her to Nardic, with ex^ 
ultation and hope. Nardic, whofe wlfh. was flattered 
by her flature and her fbape, lifted up her veil with im- 
patience, timidity, and- folicitude : but tbe moment he 
beheld her face, his doubts were at an end : he prof' 
trated himfelf before her, as a perfon on whofe pleafure 
his life would from that moment depend. She was com 
dudled to the chamber of the women, and Caled was 
the fiime hour invefted with his new dignity ^ an a- 
partment wa» adigned him in the palace, and he was 
made captain of the guard that kept the gates. 

Nouraddin when he recovered his fenfibilVy, and 
found that Amana had been conduced to the feraglio, 
was feized by turns with diftratQion and ilupidity : hs 
paffed the night in agitations, by which the powers of 
nature were exhaufted, and in the morning he locked 
himfelf into the chamber of Amana, and threw him- 
felf on afofa, determined to admit no comforter, and to. 
zecfii ve. no fuHenance. . 

No,. 
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'Numinibur^otaexaudita malignis. Jtnf: 

Prayers made and.g^anted inalucklefshour. 

Drtdbn.* 

vvhilb Nouraddin was thus abandoned to defpair, 
Nardic's description of Amana had rouzed O&unfroxr 
his apathy.. He commanded that fhe fhouldbe prepar 
ed to receive him, and foon after went, alone into hei 
apartment. Familiar as > he was with beauty, and fa 
tiatedtwith enjoyment, he could not behold Amam 
without emotion : he perceived, indeed, that (he wai 
in tears, and that his prefence. covered her with confu 
fion y yet he believed that her terrors would be cafil] 
removed, that by kindnefs (he mighl^be foothed to fa 
1 miliarity, and by carefies excited to dalliance j but th< 

1 moment, he approached. her, fhe threw herfelfat hi 

feet^ and entreated to. be heard, with an importunit;; 
which he chofe rather to indulge than reM:. he there 
fore, raifed her from the ground, andfupportiag.her i] 
his-arms, encouraged her to prooeed. *' Let my Lord,' 
£ud fhe, *' difmifs a wretch who is not worthy^ of hi 
*' prefence, and companionate the diflrefs which is no 
^ fufi:e£tihle of delight. I sua the d^^^ciXju.i&.'dL^^^ 
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*' berdy betrothed to the merchant Nouraddin, from 
*' whom my body has been forced by the perfidy of a 
^ flave, and to whom my foul is united by indiflblublc 
** bonds. O ! let not the terrors of thy frown be up- 
*• on me ! Shall the fovcreign of Egypt ftdop to a rep- 
*' tile of the dijft ? ftuill the judge of nations retain the 
" worthlefs theft of treachery and revenge? or (hall he, 
" for whom ten thoufand languifh with defire, rejoice. 
*' in the fuffei^nce of one alienated mind ?'^ Ofmin, 
whofe bread had by turns been inflamed with defire 
and indignation, while he gazed upon th«. beauties of 
Amana, andliftened to her voice, now fuddenly. threw, 
her from him, and departQ4 without reply* 

When he was alone, he remained . a few moments w. 
fttfpence : but the pafilona which eloquence had re- 
preiTed, foon became again predominant ; and he com- 
inanded Asiana to be.told, that if within three hours 
ftie did not come prepared to gratify his wifties, he 
would caft the head of the flave. for whom he was re- 
jeded at her feet, . 

The eunuch by whom this meflagc was- delivered,' 
and the woman who had returned to Ama«a when the 
Cjaliph retired, w6re touched with pity at her diftrefs, 
and trembling at her danger: the evils which they 
could fcarce hope to prevent, they were yet folicitous 
to delay 5 and, therefore, advifed her to requeft three 
davs of preparation, that (he might fufficiently recover 
the tranquillity of her mind, to make a juft eftimate 
of her own happinefs 5" and with this requeft to fend, 
as a pledge of her obedience, a bowl of fherbct, in 
which a- pearl had been diffolved, and of which (he 
Jkad £rft drank herfelf. 

To 



^.» 
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To this advice, after fome throbs of defperation, fhc 
at length confented, and prepared to put it; in execution. 

At the time when this refolution was taken, Nou-?. 
raddin fuddenly darted from a refllefs {lumber ^ he was 
again flung by an indantaneous rededion upon his own 
mifery, and indulged the difcontent of his mind in this 
c^xclamation : " If wifdom and goodne fs do indeed 
" predde over the works of omnipotence, whence is 
" oppreflion, injuflice, and cruelty ? As Nouraddin a- 
" lone has a right to Amana, why is Amana in the 
" power of Ofmin ? O that now the juflice of Heaveit 
** vrould appear in my behalf ! O that from this hour I 
" was Ofmin, and Ofmin Nouraddin !" The moment 
he had uttered this wifh, hU chamber was darkened a$ 
with a thick cloud, which was at length diOlpated by a 
burU o£ thunder ^ and a beings whofe appearance was 
siore than human^ ftood before him. ^^ Nouraddin,^*? 
fald the viHon, ^* 1 am of the region abaye thee 3 but* 
•* my bufincfs is with the children of the earth. Thou- 
^' haft wifhed te be Ofmin, and as far as this wifh is^ 
'^ pofTible it (hall be accomplifhed , thou fhalt be en- 
" abled to aflume his appearance, and to exercife his 
" power. ■ I know not yet whether I am permitted to 
" conceal Ofmin under the appearance of Nouraddin^ 
" but till to-morrow he fhall not interrupt thee." 

Nouraddin^ who had been held motionlefs by aflo- 
nifhrnent^and terror, now recovered his fortitude as in 
the prefence of a friend ^^^^ was about to exprefs his 
gratitude and joy, when the genius bound a.talifmati on 
his left arm, and acquainted him with its power : *' As 
" often as this bracelet," faid he, " fhall be applied to 
" the region of thy heart, thou fhalt be alternately 
" changed in appearance from ^oux2tdSvcv \.q OWvcw^ 
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^* and from Ofmin to Nouraddin." The genius the* 
fuddenly difappeared, and Nouraddin, impatient to re* 
eover the poffeffion of Amana, inftantlj applied the 
ftud of the bracelet to his bread, and the next moment 
found himfelf alone in an apartment o)F the feraglio. 
During this interval, the Caliph, who was cxpefting 

' the ilTue of his meflage to Amana, became refllefs and 
impatient : he quitted his apartment, and went into the 
gardens, where he walked backward and forward with 
9t violent but interrupted pace } sgid at length flood Hill, 
frowning and penfive, with his eyes fixed on the clear 
furface of a fountain in the middle of the walk. The 
agitation of his mind continued, and at length broke 
out into this foliloquy : " What is my felicity, and 
" what is my- power ? I am wretched, by the want of 
^ that which the caprice of women has beflowed upon 
*' my flave. I can gratify revenge, but not defire j I 
** can with-hold felicity from him, but I cannot pra- 
" cure it to myfelf. Why have I not power to affume 
** the form in which I might enjoy my wifhes ? I will 
*• at leaft enjoy them in thought. If I was Nouraddin^ 
" I (hould be clafped with tranfport to the bofom of A- 
" inana.'^ He then reiigned himfelf to, the power of 
imagination, and was again filent ^ but the moment his 
wi(h was uttered, he became fubjeft to the genius who 
had jufl tranfported Nouraddin to his palace. This 
wiQi, therefore, was inftantly fulfilled j and his eyes be- 
ing ftill axed upon the water, he perceived, with fud- 
den wonder and delight, that his figure had been 
changed in a moment, and that the mirror reflefted an- 
other image. His fancy had been warmed with the 
ideal careffes of Amana 5 the tumult of his mind was 

iacreafedby the prodig;^ j and the gratification of his 
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appetite being the only objeft o£ his attention, he haft- 
ed inftantly to the palace, without receding that, as 
he would' not be known, he would be refufed admit- 
tance. At the door, to which he advanced with eager- 
nefs and preci^pitation, he was flopped by a party of 
the guard that was now commanded by Caled : a tu- 
mult enfued, and Caled being haftily called, believed 
that Nouraddin, in the phrenzy of defjperation, had 
fcaled the walls of the garden to recover Amana^ and 
rejoicing in an opportunity of revenge that exceeded 
his hope, inftantly ftabbed him with his poinard, but 
at the fame time received that of the Caliph in his. 
heart. Thus fell at once the tyrant and the traitor y 
the tyrant by the hand which had been arme d to fup- 
port him in oppreflion, and the traitor by the fury of 
the appetite which his perfidy had excitedt 

In the mean tune, the man who was believed to he 
; llain, repofed in fecurity upon a fofa j and Amana, by 
' the direaion of her women, had prepared the meflage 
and the bowl; They were now difpatched to the Ca*» 
liph, dnd received by Nouraddin. He underftood by 
the meffage that Amana was yet invioliate 5 in the joy 
of his heart, therefore, he took the bowl, which havings 
emptied, he returned by the eunuch, and^ commanded 
that Amana (hould be brought into his prefence. 

In obedience to this command, ftie was conduced by 
her women to the door, but as fhe entered alone pale 
and trembling 5 and though her lips were forced into a 
fmile, the charafters which grief, dread and averfion^ 
had written in her countenance, were not effaced. 
Nouraddin, who beheld her diforder, exulted in the fi- 
ieUtjy- of her love, and fpringvtvg ioi-^'w^^ \>cat?« V\^ 
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arms about her in an ext^fy of tendernefs and joy j 
which was flill heightened when he perceived, that in 
the charadlcr of Ofmin thofe embraces were fuffered 
with relu6lance> which in his own were returned with, 
ardor : he, therefore, retreating backward a few paces^ 
applied the talifman again to his breafl, and having re« 
covered his own form, would have rulhed again into 
her arms y but &e Itarted from him in confuilon and 
terror.. He fmiled at the effeft of the prodigy ) and 
iiiilaining her on his bofom, repeated fome tender in-, 
cidehts which were tknown to no other ^ teld her hj 
what means he had intercepted her meflage ^ and urged 
her immediately to* efcape, that they might poflefs all 
their defires in each other, and leave the incumbrance- 
qf royalty to the wretch, whofe likenefs he had been 
enabled to affume, and was now impati^t to renounce, 
Amaua gazed at him with a fixed attention, till her 
fufpipion and doubts- were removed; then fuddenly 
turned from him, tore her garment, and looking up to 
heaven, imprecated curfes upon her head, till her voice- 
faultered, and fhe burfl into tears. 

Of this agony, which Npuraddin beheld with unut- 
terable diftrefs, the broken exclamations of Amana a.t 
length acquainted him with tho-caufe. ** In the bowl,'*" 
faid (he, " whi<:h thou haft intercepted, there was 
" deaths I' wiflied, when I took it from my lips, that 
'*' the draught which remained might be poifon : a 
** powder was immediately (haken into it by an invi- 
** fible hand, and a voice whifpered rae, that him who 
** drank the potion it would inevitably deftroy." 

Nouraddin, to whofe heart the fatal malignity had 

now fpread, perceived that his diffolution would be 

JSfdden: J^i$ legs already trembled, and \i\s e.^^^\it.c^Tat 
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5im : he flretched out his arms towards Amana, and 
his countenance was diilorted by an ineffeAual eflPort 
to fpeak : impenetrable darknefs cam^ upon him, he 
groaned and fell backwards. In his fall the tallifman 
again fmote his breaft j his form was again changed, 
and the horrors of derfth were impreffed xipon the 
features of Ofmin. Amana, who ran to fupport him, 
When (h6 perceived the laft transformation, ruflied out 
of the apartment with the wild impetuofity of diflrac- 
tion and defpair. The feraglio was alarm6d in a jpo- 
ment : the body, which was miftak^n for that of Of- 
Bain, was examined by the phyficians j the effefts of 
poifon were evident 5 Amana was immediately fiifpeft- 
ed : and by the command of Shomar, who fucceeded 
his father, flie was put to death. 

** Such," faid the companion of Rhedi, " was the 
*'' end of Nouraddin and Amana, of Ofmin and Caled, 
" from whofe deftiny I have withdrawn the veil : let - 
" the wofld confider it, and be wife. Be thou ftill the 
" meffenger of inftrudlion, and let incr^afe of know- 
** ledge clothe thee with humility-" 

While mine eye was fixed upon the hoary fage, who 
had thus vouchfafed me counfel and knowledge, his 
countenance became bright as the morning, and his 
robe fleecy like a cloud 5 he rofe like a vapour from 
the ground, and the next «moment I faw him U9 
.more. 

I then turned towards Rhedi the hermit, chilled 
-with reverence, and dumb with aftonifhment : but in 
the countenance of Rhedi was the calm checrfulnefs of 
•fupcrior virtue j and I perceived that the fan6lity of his 
life had acquainted him with divine intelUg^eYvc^.*' ^"a.- 
" met,'** faid be, " the voice whicK t\vou\i2i^\i^"a-'^^'»'^ 
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^ the voice of Zachis the genius ^ by whofe power the 
** wonders which he has related were produq^. It is 
^ the province of Zachis to puniih impatience and pre- 
*' fuxnption, by fulfilling the defires of thofe who wi(k 
*' to interrupt the order of nature, and prefume to di- 
** re&. the hand of Providence. Relate what thou hail 
** heard, to ptcferv.e others from his power." 

Now^ therefore, let Virtue fiifier adverfity with pa- 
tience, and vice dread toiacur the mifery (he would iii<- 
flid, for by him who jrepines at the fcale of Heaven, 
kis own portion of good is dimini(hed ^ and he who pre« 
fumptuoufly aflumes the fword, will turn the point up^ 
iOik his owA bofom. 



Nc. 
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tn/anientis dumjapientuc* 

€QnfuhuSj errp, HoA* 

I mifl my end, and loft my way. 
By crack-brained wifdom led aftray« 

To tlie Adventurer, 
SIR, 

It lias been long charged by one part of mankind upom' 
the other, that they wiU not take advice > that counfel 
and iaflru6tion are generally thrown away, and that, in 
defiance both of admonition and example, all claim the 
light to chufe their own meafures, and to regulate 
their own live8. 

That there is fomething in advice very ufeful and fa- 
lutary, £eems to be equally confefled on all hands : 
fince even thofe that reje6l it, allow for the moft part 
that rejedion to be wrong, but charge the fault upon 
the unfkilful manner in which it is given \ they admit 
the efficacy of the medicine, but abhor the naufeouf- 
nefs of the v«hicU. 

Thus, mankind have gone on from century to centu- 
ry : fome have been adviiing otheis how to aft, and. 
fome have been teaching the adV\£tt%\iQ'i^ Xa ^.^n\^^V 
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yet very little alteration has been made in the world. 
As we mud all by the law of nature enter life in igno- 
rance, we mud all make out way through it by the 
light of our own experience j and, for any fecurity that 
advice has been yet able to afford, miifl endeavour af- 
ter fuccefs at the hazard of mifcatriage, and learn to 
do right by vent4iring to do wrong. . 

By advice I would not be underflood to m^an^ the 
cverlafting and invariable Jprinciples of moral and reli- 
gious truth, from which no -change of external circum- 
flances can juilify any deviation^ but fuch dire^ons as 
refpedl merely the prudential part of condud, and which 
may be followed or neglefted without any violation of 
eflential duties. 

It is, indeed, not fo frequently to make us good as 
to make us wife, that our friends employ the officiouf- 
ikcfs of cDunfcl J and among the reje6lors of advice, who 
«re mentioned by the grave and fententious with fo 
ibuch acrimony, you will not fo often find the vicioufr 
abandoited, as the pert and the petulant, the vivacious 
and the giddy. 

A« the great end of female education is to get a haf- 
band, this likewife is the general fubje6l of feitiale ad- 
vice ^ and the dreadful denunciation againfl thofe vola- 
tile girls, who will not liften patiently to the ledure« 
v^f wrinkled wifdom, is, that they will cBe unmarried, 
or throw themfelves away upon fome worthlefs fellow, 
who will never be able to keep them a coach. 

I being naturally of a du6lile and eafy temper, with- 
out ftfong defires or quick refentments, was always a 
&vourite among the elderly ladies, becaufe I never re- 
helled a^ainft feniority, nor could be charged with 
Making myfelf wife before my time •, but Yie^ii^ tv^t^ 
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opinion with fubmiiUve filence, profeffed myfelf ready 
to learn from all who feemed inclined to teach me, 
paid the fame grateful acknowledgments for precepts 
Contradiflory to each other, and if any controverfy a- 
rofe, was careful to fide with her who prefided in the 
company. 

Of this compliance I very early found the advan- 
tage^ for my aunt Matilda left me a very laige addi- 
tion to my fortune, for this reafon chiefly, as fhe her- 
felf declared, becaufe I was not above hearing good 
counfel, but would fit from morning till night to be 
inflruded, while my fitter Sukey, who was a year 
younger than myfelf, and was, therefore, in greater 
want of information, was fo much conceited of her 
own knowledge, that whenever the good lady in the 
ardour of benevolence reproved or inftru6lcd her, flic 
would pout or titter, interrupt her with quedions, or 
embarrafs her with obje^ons. 

I had no defign to fupplant my flder by this com- 
plaifant attention : nor, when the confequende of my 
obfequioufnefs came to be known, did Sukey fo much 
envy as defpife me : Iwas, however, very well plcafcd 
with my fuccefs 5 and having^received, from' the con- 
current opinion of all mankind, a notion, that to be 
rich was to be great and happy, I thought I had ob- 
tained my advantages at an eafy rate, and refolved to 
continue the fame paflive attention, fince I found my- 
felf fo powerfully recommended by it to kindnefs and 
efteem. 

The defire of advifing has a very extenfive preva- 
lence ; and fince advice cannot be given bat to thofe 
that will hear it, a patient liflener is nec^fE^Lt^ \.Ck >^^ 
accommodation of all fhofe who de&cc to\>t coxi^xtci^\ 
la the opinion of their own wifdotn; a iji2LUt.tit\i^«.^^'^> 
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kowever, is not always to be had ^ the prefent age^ 
whatever age is prefent, is fo vitiated aiid difordered^ 
that young people are readier to talk than to attend, 
and good counfel is only thrown away upoh thofe wh<^ 
are full of their own perfedionsi 

I was, therefore, in this fcarcity of good fenfe, a ge- 
neral favourite ) and feldom (aw a day in which fome 
fober matron did not invite me to her houfe, or take 
me out in her chariot, for the fake of inflru£ling me 
how to keep my chara^er in this c^nforious age, how 
to condudl myfelf in the time of courtfhip, how to fti« 
pulate for a fettlement, how to manage a hufband oit 
fcvery chara6^er, regulate my family, and educate my 
children. 

We are all nuturally credulous m our own favour. 
Having been fo often carefled and applauded for my 
docility, I was willing to believe myfelf really en- 
lightened by indrudion, and completely qualified for 
the talk of life. I did not doubt but I was entering 
the world with a mind furnilhed againil all exigencies^ 
Inrith expedients to extricate myfelf from every di& 
ficulty, and fagacity to provide againil every danger j I 
was, therefore, in hafle to give fome fpecimen of my 
prudence, and to (hew that this liberality of inflrudion 
had not been idly lavifhed upon a mind incapable of 
improvement; 

My purpofe, for why (hould I deny it ? was like that 
of other women, to dbtain a hu(band of rank and for- 
tune fuperior to my dwn \ and in thi3 I had the concur- 
tence of all thdfe that had aSlimed the province of di- 
redling mc* That the Woman V^^s unddhe iivho mar- 
ried below heHelf, wis univerfally agreed : and though 
fome ventured to alert^ thai the^ ri^heir man bught in- 
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yariably to be preferred, and th^t money yv^Ls a fuf- 
ficient cotnpenfation for a defc6livc anceflry ; yet the 
majority declared warmly for a gentleman, and were of 
opinion that upftarts (hould not be encouraged. 

With regard to other qualifications 1 had an irre- 
concileable variety of inftruftions. I was fometimeS 
lold} that deformity was no defe£l in a man } and that ' 
he who was not encouraged to intrigue by an opinion 
of his perfon, was more likely to value the tendernefs 
of his wife : but a grave widow dire6ted me to choofe a 
man who might imagine himfelf agreeable to me, for 
that the deformed were always infupportably vigilant, 
and apt to fink into fullennefs, or burfl into rage, if they 
found their wife^s eye wandering for a moment, to a 
good face or a handfome (hape. 

They were, however, all unanimous in warning me, 
with repeated cautions, againfl all thoughts of union 
with a wit, as a being with whom no happinefs could . 
pofUbly be enjoyed : men of every kind I was taught 
to govern, but a wit was an animal for whom no arts 
of taming had been yev difcovered : the woman whom 
he could once get within his power, was conddered as 
loft to all hope of dominion or of quiet : for he would 
dete6l artifice and defeat allurement 5 and if once he 
difcovered any failure of condu£^, would believe his 
t)wn eyes, in defiance of tears, carefies, and proteila* .. 
tions. 

In purfuanee of thefe fage principlesi^ I proceeded t9 
form my fchemes^ and while I was yet in the firfl. 
bloom of youth, was taken out at an afiembly by Mu^ 
Friik. I am afiraid my cheeks glowed, and my eyel. 
fparkled j for I obferved the tooks o£ 1^ m^ l>x^t."rL\!L« 
fctidsiBti £xed anxioufly upoB uit \ and 1 h^^'^ ti^va. ^-a.^ 
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cautioned againft him from all hands, as a man of the 
moft dangerous and formidable kind, who had writ 
verfes to one lady, and then forfaken her only becaufe 
(he could not read them, and had lampooned anothtr 
for no other fault than defaming his filler. 

Having been hitherto accuflomed to obey, I ven« 
tured to difmifs Mr. Frifk, who happily did not think 
me worth the labour of a lampoon. I was then ad- 
drefled by Mr. Sturdy, and congratulated by all my 
friends on the manors of which I was (hortly to be la- 
dy : but Sturdy^s converfation was fo grofs, that after 
th« third vifit, I could endure him no longer ^ and in- 
curred, by difmiffing him, the cenfure of all my friends, 
who declared that my nicety was greater than my pru- 
dence, and that they feared it would be my fate at laf( 
to be wretched with a wit. 

By a wit, however, I was never afterwards [attack- 
ed, but lovers of every other clafs, or pretended lovers, 
I have oftcH had ^ and, notwithflanding the advice con- 
jftantly ^ven me, to have no regard in my choice to my 
own inclinations, I could not forbear to difcard fome 
for vice, and fome for rudenefs. I was once loudly 
cenfured for refufing pn old gentleman who offered an 
enormous jointure, and died of the phthyfic a year af- 
ter } and was fo baited with inceffant importunities, that 
I fhould have given my hand to Drone the ftock-job- 
ber, had not the redudion of interefl made him afraid 
of the expences of matrim ony. 

Some, indeed, I was permitted to encourage ^ but 

xnifcarried of the main end, by treating them according 

to the rules of art which had been prefcribed me. Al« 

tiHs, an old maid, infufed into me fo much haughtinefs 

audre/erre, that fome of my lovers NHithdrew them- 



No. LXXIV. THE ADVENTUUXft* ^9 

felves from mj frowa, and 'returned no more^ others 
were driven away, by the demands of fettlement which 
the widow Trapland diredled me to make ; and I hav^ 
learned, by many experiments, that to afk advice is to 
lofe opportunity. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

P £ R O Z T A. 
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'^uU virtus & quidJhpienHa pqgk^ 
lAiUfrcfiofiiii nobis exemplar Vlijjfem. Hon* 

To (hew what pious wifdom^s pow*r can d«i 
The poet fets Ulyfles in our view« 

\ Fl^KCZS* 

I HAVE frequently wondered at the common pradice 
of our inflru£tors of youth, in making their pupils far 
more intimatiely acquainted with the Iliad than with 
the Odyffey of Homer. This abfurd cufioiOi which 
feems to arife from the fuppofed fuperiority of the for- 
mer poem, has Inclined me to make fome reflexions on 
die excellence of the. latter : a talk 1 am the more rea- 
dily induced to undertake, as fo little is perfotmftd vol 
tiediflertation prefixed by Bxoomc \o l!o'^% xxvd&»<-' 

B q ■ ^^^ 
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tion of this work, which one may venture to pronounce 
is confufed, defedive, and dull. Thofe who receive 
all their opinions in criticifm from cudom and autho- 
rity, and never dare to confult the decidons of reafon 
and the voice of nature and truth, znuft not accufe me 
of being affedediy paradoxical, if I endeavour to 
maintain that the Odyfiey excels the Iliad in many re- 
fpe6^s ; and that for feveral reafous young fcholars 
ihould perufe it early and attentively. 

The moral of this poem is more extenfively ufefiil 
than that of the Iliad ^ which, indeed, by difplaying 
the dire e^feds of difcord among rulers, may redify the 
condudl of princes, and may be called the Manual of 
Monarchs : whereas the patience, the prudence, the 
wifdom, the temperance and fortitude of Ulyffes, af- 
ford a pattern, the utility of which is not confined 
within the compafs of courts and palaces,.,but defcendi 
tnd diffufes i.ts iuSuence over common lift and daily 
pradice. If the faireft ozamples ought to be placed 
before us in an age prone to imitation, if patriotifm be 
preferable to implacability, if an eager defire to return 
to one's country and family be more manly and noble 
than an eager defire to be revenged of an eqemy, then 
ihould our eyes rather be fixed on Ulyffes than AchiU 
les. Unexperienced minds, too eafily captivated with 
the fire and fury of a gallant general, are apt to prefer 
courage to C9nflancy, and firmnefs to humanity. Wc 
do not behold the dedroyers of peace and the murder- 
ers of mankind, with the deteltation due to their 
crimes ; becaufe we have been inured almoil from out 
Infancy to liften to the praifes that have been wanton- 
ly lavifhed on them by the mod exquifite poetry; 
*^ Tie Mk&Sj ^ to SLfjglj tic words o£ aa ancvcox Lf -. 
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ric, ^^ haye concealed and dccorat«d tbV bloody fwor4 
** with wreath^ of myrtle." Let the Iliad be ever 
ranked at the head of human ^on^pofitions for it$ fpirit 
and fublimity ; but let not the milder, and^ perhaps, 
more iniinuating and attradive beauties of the Odyfley 
be defpifed and overlooked. In the one we are place4 
amidii the riage of Horms and tempeils : 

ma4XVI.384, 
And when in autumn Jove his fury pours, 
And earth is loadeix "vsri^h incelTant (bowers : 
From their deep beds he bids the rivers rife, 
And opens all the flood-gates of th^ ikies. 

Pope* 
In the other, aQ is tranquil and fcdate, aud calmly de« 
lightfol : 

Stern winter fmiles on that aufpicious clime ; 
The fields are florid with unfading prime : 
From the bleak pole no winds inclement blow, 
Mold the round bail, or (hake the fleecy fnow : 
£ut from the breezy deep^ the Blell inhale 
The fragrant murmurs of the weilern gale. 

Pope, 

Accordingly, to diflinguifh the very different natures 

•f thefe poems, it was anciently the pradice of thofe 

who publicly recited them, to reprefent the Iliad^ in. 

ftUuiioji to the bioodfhed it defctV^ediUv^ i^\^^ oi^'VL^ 

M 4 "^^xx 
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let: and the Odyffej, on account of the voyages it re- 
lates, in an azure veftment. 

The predominant paffion of Ulyfles being the Ioyc 
of his country, for the fake of which he even refiifes 
immortality, the po>et has taken every occafion to dif- 
play it in the livelieft and mod flriking colours. The 
firfl time we behold the hero, we find him difconfolate- 
ly fitting on the folitary (hore, fighing to return to 
Ithaca, iforw tk^ttdvy weeping inceffantly, and fUil cas- 
ing his eyes upon the Tea, 

•* While a goddefs,** fays Minerva at the very begin- 
ning of the poem, ^' by her power and her allurements 
*^ detains him from Ithaca, he is dying with defire to 
*^ fee even fo much as the finoke arife from his much- 
*' loved ifland : tarda fluunt in^ataque tempora !^* 
While the luxurious Phseacians were enjoying a deli- 
cious banquet, he attended not to their mirth and mu- 
fic, for the time approached when he was to return to 
Ithaca : they had prepared a fhip for him to fet fail in 
the very next mornings and the thoughts of his ap- 
proaching happinefs having engroffed all his foul. 

He fate, and cy*d the fun, and wiftiM the night— 

A n tym^ ftmmm vutieti. 

To rcprefcnt hi^ impatience more flrongly, the poet 
adds a mod exprefTive fimile, fuited to the fimplicity of 
aricient times : " The fctting of the fun," (ays he, 
'^ was 2s welcome atid grateful to \31y5es, w Ix. \% lo ^ 
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** well-laboured plovrman, who earnfUy waits for it^ 
** decline, that he may return to his fupper, At^vw 
** %9uxwhut while his weary knees are painful to him aa 
•* he walks along.*' 



rtap 
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^ Notwit&ftandtng all the pleafures and endeyarment^ 
** I received from Calypfo, yet,'' lays our hero, ** I 
** perpetuaSly bedewed with my tears the garments 
** which-tlus immortal beauty gave to nie«*' 



^Mi^mrmYtud 



We are prefented in every p^ge with freih infbnce» of 
thu love of his c#imtry ^ and his whole behaviour coin 
vince» us. 

This generotis fentiment runs like a golden vein 
throughout the whole poem. 

If this animatiilg example were duly and deeply in- 
culcated, how drong an impreffion would it neceflarily 
make upon the yielding nunds of youth, when melted 
aild mollified by the warmth of fuch exalted poetry! 

Nor is- the Odyffey lefs excellent and ufeful, in the 
amiable pictures it a£fords of private affections and d*- 
nefiic tenderneffes, 

■■ I . and all the charities 
Of fiitber^ foB^and brother 
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When Uljfles defcends i^to the infernal regions, it 
Is finely contrived that he ihould, meet his aged mo-r 
ther Antlclea, ^After his firit forrow and furprize, he 
eagerly enquires into the caufes of her death, andadds, 
** Doth my father yet live ? does my fon poffefs my 
*^ dominions, or does he ^roan under the tyranny of 
** fome ufurper who thinks I fliall never return ? Is my 
** wife fUM conftast to my bed ? or hath fome noble 
'^ Grecian married her ?''-— Thefe quefUons are the ve- 
ry voice of nature and affedion. Anticlea anfwers, 
that ^' (he herfelf died with grief for the lofs of Ulyf- 
" fes 'y that Laertes languifhes away life infolitude and 
'' forrow for him : and that Penelope perpetually and 
^* inconfolably bewails his abience, and fighs for hk 
** return." 

When the herf, difguifed like a flranger, has the firft 
interview with his fiithex, whom he finds diverting his 
cares with rural amufements in his little garden, he in- 
forms^ him that he had feen his fon on his travels, but 
now defpairs of beholding him again. Upon this the 
Ibrrow. of Laertes is inexprefllble : Ulyffes can counter* 
tut no longer, but exclaims ardently, , 

* . I, I am he I O father rife ! behold 
Thy fon I 

And the dlfcovery of himfelf to Telemachus, in the 
fixteenth book, in a (peech of fliort and broken excU-^ 
nations, is equally tender and pathetic* 

The duties of univerfal benevolence, of charity, and^ 

•f hofpitality, that unkfiown and unpradlifed virtue, are 

jperpetualty ii\culcated with more emph^fis and elegance 

iiiaaiasLnx ancient fhilofopher, and I wiih I could not 



L 
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add thtn in any modern. Ulyffes meets with a friendw 
ly reception in aU the various nations to which he ^ 
driven^ who declare their inviolable obligations to 
proted and cherilh the flranger and the wanderer. A- 
bove all, how amiable is the behaviour of Eumeus to 
his unknown mailer, who afks for his charity. ** It is 
** not lawfolfor me,'' fays the Aia? *rp^*s " I dare not 
** defpife any ftraliger or indigent man, even if he were 
<< much meaner than thou appeared to be^ for thr 
** poor and Grangers are fent to us by Jupiter!'* 
" Keep," fay5 Epiftetus, ** continually in thy memory 
*' what Eumeus fpeaks in Homer to the difguifed Ulyf* 
** fes." I am fenfible, that many fuperficial French 
critics have endeavoured to ridicule all that paffes at 
the lodge of Eumeus, as coarfe and indelicate, and be- 
low the dignity of Epic poetry : but let them attend 
to the following obfervation of the greateH genius of' 
their nation : " Since it is delightful," fays Fenelon, 
^ to fee in one of Titian's landfcapes the goats climb- 
^ ing up a hanging rOck, or to behold in one of Te- 
^ nier's pieces, a country feafl and ruflic dances ^ it is 
•* no wonder, that we arc pleafed with fuch natural de- 
**^ fcriptions as we find in the Odyffey. This fimplicity 
^ of manners feems to recall the golden age. I am 
•* more pleafed with horieft Eumeus, than with the po- 
*' lite heroes of Clelia or Cleopatra^'' 

The moral precepts with which every. page of the 
Odyfliey is pregnant, are equally noble. Plato's wi(h is 
here accomplifhed 5 for we behold virtue perfonally 
appearing to the fons of men, in her mod awful and moft 
alluring charms. 

The remaining reafons, why t\ic Od^St^ \s ^c^'aX-^'Si 
not fu£enor to the Jliad, and wlay it\&a jocxaTciQ^ -^^^ 

B61 c\35i».^^ 
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culiarlj proper for the peru&l of youth, are ^ becaufe. 
the great varietur. of events and fcenes it contauis, in-* 
tereil and engage the attention more than the Iliad v 
becaufe charaflers and images drawn from familiar life^ 
are moreufefulto the generality of readers, and are alfb 
more difficult to b^ drawn : and becaufe the condud of 
this poem, coniidered as . the moft perfe^l of £popees,. 
is more artful and judicious than that of the other. 
The difcuflion of thefe beauties will make the fobje^ 
of fome ^uing paper., 

z 
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Due mi^ Paubns, cel/tque domihattfr poU^ 
^oeunque placuit ; nutta parendi mora eft i 
Adfum impiger. Tac notle\ eotrdtah^r gemettfy 
Matufquepatiar^ quod bona licuit patt. 

Sen£ca ex Clxant9I» 

Cbndufi tne, thou ofbelngs caufe divine^ 
Where'er I'm deflin'd in thy great defign \ 
A^live, I follow on : for fhould my will' 
Refifty Pm impious ; but muft follow ilill'- 

Harris* 

BozALDAB, C^iiiph of E^gypty had dwelt fecurely for 
many years in the filken pavalions of pleafure, and had 
every morning anointed his head with the oil of glad^ 
neTsy when his only fon Abosam, for whom he had 
crowded his treafuries. with g*ld^ extended his do^ 
minions with ccnquefU, and fecured them with impreg* 
nable fortrefles^ was fiiddenly wounded,, as he war 
hunting, with an arrow from. aA unknown hand,, and 
expired in the field* 

Boxsrldab, in the diftra6Uon of grief and defpair, re* 
fufed to return to his palace, and retired to the gloomi- - 
eft grotto in the neighbouring mountain t he there rol« 
led himfelf on the dull, tore awayAe hsdrs of his hoary 
beardy and dafiied the cup of confolalloii.xW. ^^iSokok^ 
mSeredbim t6 the grounds He CoSftX^^ wA\£» 'ekl^- 
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flrels to approach his pre£bnce ^ but liftened to the 
fc]:^ams of th« melancholy birds of midnight^ that flirt 
through the foUtary vaults and echoing chambers of 
the Pyramids. ** Can that God be benevolent," he 
died, ** whd thus wounds the foul, as from an ambufh, 
** with unexpected forrows, and crufhes his creatures 
** in a moment with ijrremediable calamity i Ye lying 
** Imans, prate to us no more of the juflice and the 
'^ kindnefs of an all-dire6ling and all-loving Providence I 
<' He, whom ye pretend reigns in heaven, is fo far 
*^' from protedting the miferable fons of men, that he 
** perpetually delights to blaft the fweeteft flowerets 
'* in the garden of Hope 5 aBd> like a mialignant giant, 
** to beat down the ftrongeft tjowers of Happinefs witk 
** the iroa mace of his anger. If this Being poflefled 
** the goodnels and the po^/^ with which flattering 
" pxie^ have invefled him, he would doubtlefs be in- ' 
'* clined, and enabled to baniih thofe evils which ren- 
^' der the world a duiigebn of dlflrefs, a vale of vanit j 
^* and woe — »1 will continue in it no longer 1" 

At that moment he furioufly raifed his hand, which 
Defpair had armed with a dagger, to (hike deep inta 
his bofom ^ when fuddenly thick fiaflies of lightning 
(hot through the cavern, and a being of more than hu« 
man beauty and magnitude, arrayed in azure robes, 
crowned with amaranth, and waving a branch of paha 
in his right hand, arrefled the arm of the trembling 
and afionilhed Caliph, and iaid with a majeflic finile^ 
** Follow me to the top of this mountain." 

*^ Look from hence," (aid the awful condudor f^ t 
^^^am Caloc, the 'AhgA ^f Peace ^ Cook from hence, ia* 
« ta the valley." ' 

^zalUib opened Ids eyes and beheld a Wtiex^^ ^^iV 
!f «J foliturjr iHand, in tht midft oi wUcVi ^«^^. ^ ^«^A 
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meagre, ghaflly figiCre : it was amercbant juil perKhiog 
with famine, and lamenting that lie could find neither 
wild berries nor a iingle fpring in this forlorn uninha- 
bited defert } and begging the prote^lioii of heaven a- 
gainll the timers that would now certainly deflroy him, 
iince he had confumed the kfl fuel he had colle6lcd to 
make nightly &rcs to affiright them. He then caft a 
caiket of jewels on the fand, as trifles of no ufe j and 
crept, feeble and trembling, to an eminence, where he 
was acc\jrilomed to fit every evening, to watch the fct« 
ting fun and to give a (ignal to any (hip that might hap* 
ly approach the iiland. 

^* Inhabitant of heaven,^', cried Bozaldab, *^ fufifer 
** not this wretch to periih by the fury of wild bcafls.'* 
'* Peace," faid the Angel, " and obferve.'* 

He looked again, and behold a veflel arrived at the 
defolate ifle. What words can paibt the rapture of the 
ftarving merchant, when the captain o£fered to tranf- 
port him to his native country, if he would reward him 
with half the jewels of his caiket? No foonerha'd this^ 
pitylefs commander received the flipUlated fum, than 
He held a confultation with his crew, and they agreed 
to feize tht remaining jewels, and leave the unhappy 
exile in the fame helplefs and lamentable condition in. 
which they difcoveredt him. H& wept and trembled,, 
intreated and implored in. vain. 

Will heaven permit fuch injuflice to be praflifed,**' 
exclaimed Bozaldab !— '* Look again,*' faid the An- 
gel, *^ and behold, the very (hip in which, ihort-fighted' 
'^ as thou art, thou wifhedft the merchant might em- 
^ bark, dafhed in pieces on a rock.^ doft thou not. hear 
** the cries bf the (inking failors ? Ptef\im^\vQX.\.^ ^vt^^ 
Z' tJui Gcvexnor of the Univcrfc Va \aa ^&^^^^ ^"^ 
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** erents. The m^n wImhu thou has pitted (htll be 
** taken from this dreary folitude/ but not by the me-^ 
'* thod thou wouldft prefcribe. His vice iiras avarice^ 
'^ by which he became not only abominable, but 
** wretched) he fancied fome mighty charm in wealthy 
*' which, like the wand of Abdiel, would gratify every 
**^ wifh and obviate every fear* This wealth be hasp 
**' now been taught not on)y to defpife but abhor : he 
*^ caft his jewels upon the fand, and eonfefled them tor 
*^ be ufeleft ^ he offered part of them to the mariners', 
'* and perceived them to be pernicious : he has now 
^ learnt, that they 'i^kre rendered ufeful or vain, gooJ 
f ^ or evil, only by the fituatiorr and temper of the pof-* 
^' feffor. Happy is he whom dtilrefs has taught wif- 
** dom ! But turn thine eyes to another and more in-' 
**■ terefling fcene.'* 

The Ci^h iaflantty beheld a magnificent palace, z^ 
domed with the flatues of his anceflors wrought in jaf* 
per ) the ivorj doors of which, turning on hinges of 
the gold of Gokonda; ^(covered ar throne of diamonds^ 
ftirrounded with the Rajais of fifty nations, and with am-^ 
baffadors in various habits^ and of different complexions 3: 
on wluch fat Aboram, the much-kmented fbn of Bo-» 
zaldab, and by his fide a princefs fairer than a Houri. 

•• Gracious AUa ! — it is my fon^*' cried the Caliph—- 
* O let rae hold him to my heart !** ** Thou canft not 
" graip an unfubflantial vifion,^ replied the Angel : 
**' I am now (hewing thee what would have been the 
'* deiHny of thy fon, had he conthied longer on the 
" - earth." **^ And why,'* returned Boaaldab, was he 
** not permitted to continue ? Why was not 1 fuffered 
** to be a witness of fomuch felicity and power !^^ 
CoaSder the ftguci,'* replied he ilaat 4wt^ la ^L\iti 
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fifth heaven. Bozaldab looked earnefllj, ind (aw the 
couBtenance' of his fon, on whiph he had been ti&d to 
behold the placid finile - o^ fimplicity and the rind 
blii(hes of healthy now diflorted. with rage, and now fix- 
ed in the in&nfibilitj. of dronkennefs : it was again ani* 
mated with difdain, it became pale with apprehenfion, 
and appeared to be withered by intemperance ^ his 
hands were flained with blood, and he trembled 
by turns with fury and terror : the palace fo lately fhin- 
iog with oriental pomp, changed fuddenly into the cell 
of a dungeon, where hb fon lay firetched out on the 
cold pavement, gagged and bound, with his eyes put 
out. Soon after he perceived the favourite Sultana, 
who before was feated by his fide, enter with a bowl of 
poifon, which (he compelled Aboram to drink, and af- 
terwards married the fucceflbr to his throne. 

'* Happy ,*' faid Caloc, ^* is he whom Ptovidence 
^ has by the angel of death (hatched from guilt I from 
** whom that power is withheld, which, if he had pof- 
^ feffed, would have accumulated upon himfelf yet 
** greater mifery than it could bring upon others.*' 

*' It is enough,'* cried Bozaldab ^ '^ I adore the 
^ infcrutable fchemes of Omnifcience !— From what 
** dreadful evil has my (on been refcued by death, 
** which I ralhly bewailed as unfortunate and prema* 
** ture 'f a death of innocence and peace, which has 
'* blefied his memory upon earth, and tranfmitted his 
" fpirit to the ikies!" 

** Call away the dagger,'* replied the heavenly mef- 
fenger, ** whidh thou waft preparing to plunge into 
" thine own heart. Exchange complaint for^filence, 
^ and doubt for adoration. Can a moiXuWooV ^^'^ti^ 
** without giddiBefs and (lupefaflioxi) mto xJafcN^^ ^* 
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^ byfs of Eternal Wifdom ? Can a mind that fees not 
** infinitely, perfectly comprehend any thing among an 
•* infinity of obje^s mutually relative ? Can the chan- 
^ nelsy which thou commandeft to be cut to receive 
^' the annual inundations of the Nile, contain the wa- 
*' ters of the Ocean ? Remember, that perfeft happi- 
** nefs cannot be conferred on a creature ; for perfeft 
** happinefs is an attribute as incommunicable as per- 
** fe£l power and eternity." 

The Angel, while he was fpeaking thus, ftr etched 
out his pinions to fly back to the Empyreum } and 
the. flutter of his wings was like the rufhing of a ca« 
farad. 



Urn. 
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mPeccare docentei 



Fdiax biftorias monet» HoA» 

"JCq tint th' attentive mind fh^ tries 
Wkh tales of exemplary vice* 

To the Adventurer* 

SIR, 

1 SHALL make no apology for the trouble I am about 
to give you, fincc 1 am furc the motives that induce 
me to give it, will have as much weight with you as 
tbcy have with me : I fliall therefore, without farther 
preface, relate to you the events of a life, which, how- 
ever iniignilicant and unehtertalning, affords a leffon of 
the higheft importance ^ a leffon, the value of which 
I have experienced, and may, therefore, recommend. 

I am the daughter of a gentleman of good family, 
who, as he was a younger brother, purchafed with the 
portion that was allotted him, a genteel poU under the 
government. My mother died when I was but twelve 
years old 5 and my father, who was exccflively fond of 
me, determined to be himfelf my preceptor, arid to 
Iftke care that mjr natural genius, vflxVcYi Yus i^^tCv?Xvv^ 
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made lim think above the common rank, fhould not 
want the improvements of a liberal education. 

He was a man of fenfe, with a tolerable (hare of 
learning. In his youth he had been a free-liver, and 
perhaps for that reafon took fome pains to become 
what is called a free-thinker. But whatever faihion* 
able frailties he might formerly have allowed in himfelf, 
he was now in advanced life, and had at lead worldly 
wifdom enough to know, that it was neceflary hisdaogh* 
ter fhoiild be retrained from thofe liberties, which he 
had looked upon as trifling errors in his own conidud* 
He, therefore, laboured with great application to incttl- 
cate in me the love of order, the beauty of moral redi- 
tude, and the happinefi and felf-reward of virtue $ but 
at the fame time profe^d it his defign to free my mind v 
from vulgar prejudices iaC loperftition, for ib he called 
Revealed Religion. As I was urged to choofe virtaep 
and rejeA vice, from motives which had to neccfiuy 
connexion with immortality, I was not led to confider 
a future ftate either with hope or fear : my father in* 
deed, when I urged him upon that fubjed, always in* 
timated that the dodrine of immortality, whether true 
or fidfe, ought not at all to influence my condud or in- 
terrupt my peace } becaufe the virtue which fecured 
happineft in the prefent Hate, would alfo fecufe it in a 
future : a future flate, therefore, I wholly difregarded, 
and, to confefs a truth, difbeHeved : for I thought I 
could plainly difcover that it was difbelieved by my &- 
ther, though he had not thought fit explicitly to de* 
clane his fentiments. As I had no very turbulent paf* 
iions, a dudile and good difpofition, and the highefl re- 
verence for his underflanding, as well as the tendered 
a^^ioa fox bim^ be found it an tat^ tdiQiLXQ iEL'a)Lft tdl^ 
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adopt erery fentiment and opioion which he prepofed 
to me as his own j efpecially, as he took care to fup* 
port his principles by the authority and arguments of 
the beft writers againft Chriftianity, At the age o£ 
twenty, I was called upon to make ufe of alt the philo^ 
fephy I had been taught, by his death } which not on- 
ly deprived me of a parent I moil ardeatly loved, but 
with him all the eafe and affluence to which I had been 
accuflomed. His Income was only for life, and he had 
rather lived beyond than within it^ confequently, 
there was nothing left for me but the pride and help 
kflnels of genteel life, a tafte for every thing elegant, 
and a delicacy and fenfibility that has doubled all my 
fiifieiings. In this diftreis, a brother of my mother^s, who 
was grown, rich in trade, received meintohishoufe,and 
declared he would take the fame care of me as if I had 
been his own child. When the firft tranTports of my 
grief were abated, I found myfelf in an eafy fituation, 
and from the natural cheerfulnefi of my temper, I was 
beginning once more to tafte of happinefs. My uncle, 
who was a man of a narrow undcrilanding and illibe« 
ral education, was a little difgufled with me for em 
ploying lb much of my time in reading j but ftill more 
£>, when, happening to examine my books, he found by 
the titles that fome of them were what he called blaf- 
phemy, and tCLded, as he imagined, ^to make me an 
Atheift. 1 endeavoured to explain my principles, 
which I thought it beneath the dignity of virtue to dif-^ 
gnife or dl&vow ; hut as 1 never could make him con- 
cave any difference between a Deift and an AtheiA, my 
arguments only ferved to confirm him in the opinion 
that I was a wicked wretch, who, ivk his o^u ^^^^^.^ 
believed neither God nor devil« As \k<e -^^s xtniS^ ^ 



4^ TUB ADVBNTURBR. No. LXXVlL 

good man, mud heartily zealous for the edabliihed ffuth^ 
though more from habit and prejudice than reafon, voj 
errors gave him great afflidion : I perceived it with the 
utmoil concern -, I perceived too, that he looked upon 
ae with a degree of abhorrence mixed with pity, and 
that I was wholly indebted to his good -nature for that 
prote^on which I had flattered myfelf I ihould owe to 
his lovck I comforted myfelf, however, with mj own 
tntegriiy, and even felt a confcious pride in fuffering 
this perfecution from ignorance and folly, only becaufe 
I was fuperior to vulgar errors s^d popular fuperditioni 
and that Chriitianity deferved thefe appellations, I was 
Btot more convinced by my father's arguments than my 
uncle's condud, who, as his zeal was not according to 
knowledge, was by no means qualified to ** adorn th« 
'* do^rine which he profefifed to believe,*^ 

I had lived a few months under the painful fenfibi* . 
lity o£ receiving continual benefits from a perfon whofe 
viieem and a£Fe£tion I had loft, when my uncle one day 
came into my chamber, and after preparing me for fome 
unexpeded good fortune, told tne, he had juft a pro* 
pofal of marriage for me from a man to whom I could 
BOt poflibly have any obje6tioai Hb then named a 
merchant, with whom I had often been in company at 
his table. As the man was neither old nor ugly, had a 
large fortune and a fair character, my uncle thought him* 
felf fufEciendy authorifed to pronouce as he did, that t 
could not poffibly have any objedion to him. An .ob- 
je£kion, however, t had, which I told my uncle was to 
me infiiperable ^ it was, that the perfon whom he pro^ 
pofed to me as the compsbiion, the guide, and diredor o( 
my whole life, to whom I was to vow not only obedl^ 
ence but lore, bad nothing in Vim xV^X ^:q?«2^ t^r^t en* 






Ifmge nkj sfieftidn : his undcrilanding was low, his fen<« 
tintents mean and indelicate, and his manner unpolite 
and unpleafirig. ■ ■ * * What Au£Ffis all this,^^ interrupt 
ted my uncle, ^^ fentimcnts indelicate 1 unpolite ! his 
** underftandiag, forfooth, not equal to- your own ! A 
*' child, if you had left roiilan<^e, itonttit and arrogance^ 
** and more ttut diicretion and prudence, it would do 
** you more good than all the fine book^ you have con- 
^* founded your poor hiead with^ and whiit is worfe, per- 
** haps ruined your poor (buL I own^ it went a little 
*' againfl my confcience to accept my honed friend'r 
'* kind bfiilr, and give him fuch a pagan for his wife. 
** But how know I whether the believing hufband may 
not convert the unbelieving wife? - " As to youf 
flighty obje6tions, they are fuch nonfenfe, that t 
'' wonder you can fuppofe me fool enough to be de- 
** ceived by them* No, child y wife as you are, yoa 
** cannot impofe upon a man who has lived as many 
*' years in the world as I havev 1 fee your motive $ 
'* you have fome infidel libertine rake in your eye, with 
'* whom you would go headlong to perdition. But I 
** (hall take Care liiot to have your foul to anfwerforas 
*' well as your perfon. Either I (hall difj^fe of you 
^ to an honed man that may convert jrou, or you (hall 
«* difpofe of yourfelf how you pleafe for me j for I dif- 
'* claim all farther care or trouble about you ) fb I 
** leavft you to confider, whether or tto the kindniefs I 
*' have (hewn yob, entitles me \6 fome little influence 
** over jroti, and whelhtr you chobf^ to i^ek protedion 
** wher^ yotk can find it, dr accept of th& happy lot 
^ providence has cut out for ybu.'* 

He left me At tht clofe of this fitit Wwi^^t^ «A\ 
krioulfyfet m/frif to confider a« Vic b%At m«^ ^^iL<?^^^ 
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tlie two fUte< be had let before me I ought to choofe } 
to fubmit to a legal fort of profUtution, with addilioii- 
al weight of '^perjury on my confciencey or to expofe 
myfelf to all the diilrefles of friendlefi poverty, and un- 
proteded youth. After fbme hours of deliberation, I 
determined on the latter, and that more from princi- 
ple than inclination ^ for though my delicacy would' 
have fuffered extremely in accepting- a hufband, at leaft 
indi£Ferent to me ^ yet a9 my heart was perfe6Uy difen- 
gaged, and my temper naturally eafy, I thought I could 
have been left unhappy in following my uncle^s. advice, 
than I might probably be by rejecting it : but then I 
mufL have fubmitted to an a£kion I could not think juf- 
tiiiable, in order to avoid mere external diflrefles* 
This would have been philofophical. I had always 
been taught, that virtue was of itfelf fufficient to happi- 
nelsj and that thofe things which are generally efteem- 
ed evUs, coidd have no power to difturb the felicity of 
a mind governed by the eternal rule of right, and truly' 
enamoured of the charms of moral beauty. I refolved, 
thereforcj to run all riiks, rather than depart from 
this glorious principle j I felt myfelf raifed by the trial, 
and exulted in the opportunityof {hewing my contempt 
of the (miles or frowns of fortune, and of proving the 
po^wer of virtue to fuftain the foul under all the acci- 
dental circumftances of diftrefs. 

I communicated my refolution to my uncle, affuribg' 
him at the iame time of my everlafting gratitude and . 
refped, and that nothing ihould have induced me to of- 
fend or difobey him, but his reqmring me to do what 
my reafon and confcience diiapproved j that fuppofing 
the advantages of riches to be really as great as he. be- 
Hevcd, yet AjU thofe of virtue vieie ^t«X«t, and I 
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could not refolve to purchafe tke one by a violation of 
the other ^ that a falfe vow was certainly criminal ^ and 
that it would be doing an a6l of the highefl injuflice» 
to eir^«r into fo folemn an engagement without the 
power of fulfilling it ^ that my affedlions did not depend 
on my own will ; and that no man (hould poffefs my 
perfon, who could not obtain the firfl place in my heart*. 
I was fuirprifed th«t my uncle^s impatience had per- 
mitted me to go on thus far ^ but looking in his face, 
I perceived that paffton had kept him filent. At length 
the gathering ftorm burfl over my head in a torrent of 
reproaches. My reafons were condemned as romantic 
Bbfurdities, which I could not myfelf believe ^ I was 
accufed of defig^ng to deeeive, and to throw myfelf 
tway on fome worthlefs fellow, whofe principles were 
as bad as my own. It was in vain for me to affert that 
I had no fuch defign, nor any inclination to marry at 
all; my uncle could fooner have believed the groffeft 
contradiction, than that a young woman could fo ftre- 
nuoiifly refufe one man without being prepofiefled in fa- 
vour of another. As I thought myfelf injured by his ' 
accufations and tyranny, I gavb over the attempt to 
mitigate his tnger. He appealed to Heaven for the 
juitice of his refentment, and againfl my ingratitude and 
rebellion ; and then giving me a note of fifty pounds, 
which he faid would keep me from immediate indi- 
gence, he bade me leave his houfe, and fee his face no 
more. I bowed in fign of obedience ; and colle6Hng 
all my dignity and refolution, I arofe, thanked him for 
his pad benefits, and with a low cuft^fy left the room* 
In left than an hour I departed with my little ward* 
robe to the houfe of a perfon who Yvaid ioxtc^cxV^ \AexL 
my htbcr*s fervantj and who now kejt a ftio^ %sA ^^-'^ 
VouIIL C \oi.ivcv^ 
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lodgings. From hence I went the next dzj to vifit my 
father^s nephew, who was in pofleilionof the family ef- 
tate, and had lately married a lady of great fortune. 
He was a young gentleman of good parts, his princi- 
ples the fame sis my £ither*s, though his pra6Hce had 
not been quite agreeable to the flrid rules of morali- 
ty : however, fett^pg afide a few of thofe vices which 
are looked upon as genteel accomplifhments in young 
Cdlow s of fortune, I thought him a good fort of man ; 
and as we had always lived in great kindnefs, I doubted ; 
not that I ihould find him my friend, and meet with 
approbation and encouragement at lead, if not afliftance 
from him. I told him my flory, and the reafons that 
had determined me to the refufal that had incurred my 
uncle's difpleafure. But how was I difappointed, when, 
inftead of the applaufe I expeded for my heroic vir- 
tue and unmerited perfecutions, I perceived a fmile of 
-•ontempt on his face, when he interrupted me in the 
following manner : ** And what, in the devil's name, 
'* my dear coufin, could make a woman of your fenfe 
" behave fo like an idiot : What! forfeit all your 
^* hopes from your uncU, refufe an excellent match, and 
** reduce yourfclf to beggary, becaufe truly you were 
♦* not in love ? Surely, one might have expe6led better 
** horn you even at fifteen. Who is it pray that mar- 
" ries the perfon of their choice ? For my own part, 
^' who have rather a better title to pleafe myfelf with 
^* a good fifteen hundred a-year, than you who have 
^* not a (hilling, I found it would not do, and that there 
** was fomething more to be fought after in a wife than 
'** a pretty face or a genius ? Do you think I cared 

'^^ three hrthiDgs for the woman I married ? No, faith. . 

^^^ut ber thirty dioufand pounds YJtit 'votxVlivrmg-, 
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'^ with that I can purchafe a feraglio of beauties, and 
** indulge my tafle in every kind of pleafure. And 
** pray what is it to me, whether my wife has beauty^ 
** or wit, or elegance, when her money will fupply Ac 
*^ with all that in others ? You, coufiri, had aa oppor- 
tunity of being as happy as I am : the men, believe 
me, would not like you a bit the worfe for being 
'^ married : on the contrary, you would find, that for 
** one who took notice of you as a fingle woman, twen- 
*** ty would be your admirers and humble fervants 
*^ when there was no danger of being taken in. Thus 
** you might have gratified all your paflions, made an 
**. elegant figure in life, and have chofeit out fome gen- 
*' tie fwain as romantic and poetical as you pleafed for 
^^ your Cecifbee. The good John Trot hufband 
*? would have been eafily managed, and — '* Here my 
indignation could be detained no longer, and I was 
leading the room in difdain, when he caught me by the 
hand—'' Nay, prithee, my dear coufin, none of thefe 
*i violent airs. I thought you and I had known one an« 
^ other better. Let the poor fouls, who are taught 
** by the priefts and their nurfes to be afraid of hell- 
fire, and to think they ih all go to the devil for fol- 
lowing nature and making life agreeable, be as out- 
^ rageoudy virtuous as they pleale : you have too much 
*/ fenfe to be frighted at bugbears 5 you know that the 
i* term of your exigence is but fhort j and it is highly 
\* reafonable to make it as pleafant as poiTible.^^— I 
was too angry to attempt confuting his arguments j but 
burfliag from his hold, told him I would take care not 
to ^ve him a fecond opportunity of in{ul\.\xv^TSi^ ^\^«^^> 
and uSEnrnting my underilanding y and Co \fiix \!^ V^^^^ 
wJtb A^efolution never to enter it agam* 
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No. LXXVIII. Saturday, Auguft 4, 1753; 

'Propter vitam vivendi perdere ca^fas. 

Jirw. 

Nor quit for life, what gires to life it« worth. 

i wsHT home mortified and difappointed. My ijpints 
funk into a dejedion, which took from me for many 
days all inclination to ilir out of my lodging, or ta&e ft 
human face. At length I refolved to try, whether in- 
digence and £nend(lup were really incompatible, and 
whether I (hould meet with the fame treatment from ft 
female friend, whofe a£Fe6lion had been the principal 
pleafure of my youth. Surely, thought I, the gentle 
Amanda, whofe heart feems capable of every tender 
and generous fentiment, will do juflice to the innocence 
and integrity of her unfortunate friend \ her tendemeft 
will encourage my virtue and animate my fortitude ; her 
praifes and endearments will compenfate all my hard- 
jfhips. Amanda wjeis a fingle woman of a moderate in- 
dependent fortune, which I heard fhe was going to be« 
ilow on a yoimg officer, who had little or nothing be« 
fides his commiffion. I had no doubt of her approba- 
tion of my refufing a mercenary match, fince (heher- 
feJfhad chofen from motives fo oppofite to thofe which 
MTc cMlIed prudent* She had bteu^Va xJeia ccraovtc^ (ome 
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montliSy fo that mj misfortunes had not reached her ear, 
till I myfelf related them to her. She heatd me with 
great attention, and anfwered me with politenefs 
enough, but with a coldnefs that chilled my very 
heart. ^^ You are feniible, my dear Fidelia,** faid (he, 
** that I never pretended to fet my underflanding in 
** competition with yours. I knew my oWn inferiori- 
^* ty \ and though many of your notions and opinioos 
*' appeared to me very ftrange and particular, I never 
** attempted to difpute them with you. To be fufe, 
'' you know beft ^ but it feems to me a very odd con- 
** duB, for one in your fituation to give offence to fo 
*^ good an uncle ; firft by maintaining do&rines which 
" may. be very true for ought I know; but which are 
** very contrary to the received opinions we are brought 
** tip lit, and therefore are apt to fliock a common un- 
^ derftandiiig ; and fecondly, to renounce his proteflion, 
^ and throw yourlelf into the wide world, rather than 
'" marry tlie man he chofe for you ; to whom, after all,. 
** I do not find you had any real obje6lion, nor any an- 
"" tipathy for his perfon.*'— Antipathy, my dear ! faid 
I ; are there not many degrees between loving and 
honouring a man preferably to all others, and beholding 
him with abhorrence and averfion ! The firft is, in my 
opinion, the duty of a wife ; a duty voluntarily taken 
upon herfeli, and engaged in under the moil fblemn 
contrad. As to the diHiculties that may attend my 
'friendlefs, unprovided Hate, iince they are the confe- 
^uences of a virtuous a^lion, they cannot really be 
evils, nor can they difturb that happinefs which is the 
gift of virtue. " I am heartily glad," anfwered Ove^ 
" that you have found the art of m^V.Vw^'^wxt.^'^^^'^- 
« P7 bj the force of imagmation > 1 W\S\\ i^xxx «.xw^>^ 

C 3 '^'^^ 
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** fiaOn may continue j and that you may flill be far- 
^* ther convinced, by your own experience, of the fol- 
^* ly of mankind, in fuppoiing poverty and difgrace to 
" be evils." 

I was cut to ^he foul by the unkind manner which 
accompanied this farcafm, and was going to remon- 
ibrate againft her unfriendly treatment, when her lover 
came in with another gentleman, who, in fpite of my 
full heart, engaged my attention, and for a while made 
me forget the flings of unkindnefs. The beauty and 
gracefulncfs of his pezfon caught my eye, and the po- 
litenefs of his addrefs and the elegance of his compli- 
ments foon prejudiced me in fiiTour of his underftand- 
ing. He was introduced by the Captain to Amanda «s 
his moft intimate friend, and fcemed deirous to give 
credit to his friend's judgment by making himfelf as 
agreeable aTpoffible. He fucceeded fo well, that A- 
manda was wholly engrofled by the pleafure of hiscon« 
verfation, and the care of entertaining her lover andhor ' 
new gued ; her face brightened, and her good humour 
returned. When I arofe to leave her, (he preffed me 
fo eameftly to flay dinner, that I could not, without 
difcovering how much I refented her behaviour, refufe. 
This, however, I fhould probably have done, as I was 
naturally difpofed to fhew every fentiment of my heart, 
had not a fecret wi(h arofe there to know a little more 
of this agreeable flranger. This inclined me to think 
it prudent to conceal my refentment, and to accept the 
civilities of Amanda* The converfation grew more 
and more pleafing^ I took my (hare in it, and had moi;e 
than my (hare of the charming flranger's notice and at- 
tention. As tve all grew more and more unreferved, 
'Amjunffk drgpped hints In the co\xtfe oi Wit cqtv^cx^- 
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don relating to my dory, my fentiments, and unhappy 
(ituation. Sir George Freelove, for that was the 
young gentleman^s name, liilened greedily to fH that 
was faid of me, and feemed to eye me with earned cu*- 
riofity as well as admiration. We did not part till it 
was late, and Sir George inMed on attending me to my 
lodgings ; I flrongly refufed it, not without a fenfation 
which more properly belonged to the female than the 
plfilofopher, and which I condemned in jnyfelf as arif- 
ing from diihoned pride. I could not without pain fuf- 
fer the polite Sir George, upon fo ihort an acquain- 
tance, to difcover the meannefs of my abode. To a- 
void this, I fetit for a chair } but was confiifed to . find, 
that Sir George and his (ervants prepared to attend it 
on foot by way of guards it was in vain to difpute j he 
bimfelf walked befoie, and his fenraqts followed it. I 
wms covered with blufhes, when,, after all this parade^ 
he handed me in at the Utifle (hop door, and took leave 
with as profound rttpc&. a&'if he had guarded me to a 
palace. A thou&nd different thoughts kept me from 
doling my eyes that night.- The behaviour of Aman- 
da wounded me to the foul : I found that I mud look 
on her as no more than a common acquaintance ; and- 
that the. world did not contala one perfon whom I 
could call my friend. My heart felt defolate and for- 
lorn J I knew not what courfe to take for my future 
fiibfidence ^ the pain which my pride had jud givea 
me, convinced me. that I was far from having conquer- 
ed the paffions of humanity, and that I diould feel too 
lendbly all the mortifications which attend on poverty. 
I determined, however, to fubdue this ^ride^ and cqAI-* 
ed to my alTjUsujce the examples oi ancieuX ^^<t^ ^sA 
pbilofopbers, who (iefpifed riches and \iOiiO>MC^ «A^€vx» 

C4 ' ^ 
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no incooyeniencies from the malice of fortune. I had a1- 
moJft reafoned myfelf into a contempt for the world, and 
"fancied myfelf fuperior to its fmiles or frowns ^ when 
tht idea of Sir George Frcelove rufhed upon my mind, 
€md deftroyed at once the whole force of my reafoning. 
1 found that however I might difregard the reft of the- 
world, I could not be indifferent to his opinion j and 
%he thought of being defpifed by him wasinfupportable« 
I recolledled that my condition was extremely different 
from that of an old philofopher, whofe rags perhaps 
"Were the tneans of gratifying his pride, by attracting 
the notice and refpe^ of maidiind : at leaft, the philo- 
ibpherV fchemes and wi(hes were very different from 
thoiie 1?hich at that time were ttking poffeffion of myr 
heaM. Ttit looks md behavidnr of Sh Gedi^e left 
tne iK) doubt link I %bd nadc bs deep an impreffiofi in 
bisfkvdu'r, as 'he had d^nt kx taint, I could not bear 
to loTe thfe groufid t had gained, and to throw myfelf 
into a ft«t€ below hh notice. I fcomed the thoug^tl 
of iHipofing on him with regard to my circvrnftliiKreSi. 
in cafe he ihould really have had favourable intentiona 
for me 5 yet to difgrace myfelf for ever in his eye, by 
fubmitting to fervitude, or any low way of fupporting 
myfelf, was what I could not bring myfelf to refolve 
on. 

In the midft of th^e reflections I was furprifed the 
next morning by a vifit from Sir George. He made 
refpeCtful apologies for the liberty he took 3 told me he 
had learned from my friend, that the unkindnefs and 
tyranny of an uncle had caft me into uneafy circumftan- 
ces 'y and that he could not know, that fo much beauty 
and merit were fo unworthily treated by fortune, ^ith- 
^ut earneUfy wjfhing to be Oiti u^fti>MSX!M3Lt ^t dovw^ mti 
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more juftice. He entreated me to add dignity and va- 
lue to his life, by making it conducive to the happinefs 
of mine ^ and was- going on with the moft fervent offers 
of fervicc, when I interrupted him by faying, that there 
was nothing in his power that I could with honour ac« 
cept, by which my life could be made happier, but 
ibat refpe£^ which was due to me as a woman and a 
gentlewoman, and which ought to have prevented 
fnch offers of fervice from a. flranger, as could only be 
juflified by a- long experienced friendihip ^ that I was 
not in a fituation to receive viiits, and muff decline his 
acquaintance, which neverthelefs ia a happier part of 
my life would have given me pleafure. 

He now had recourfe to all the arts of his fex, im- 
jmting his too great freedom to the force of his paflion, 
pTotefting the mod inviolable refpefb, and imploring on 
his knees, and even with tears, that I would not puaifli 
him fo feverely as to deny him the liberty of feeing me, 
and making himfelf more and more worthy of my efleem. 
My weak heart was but too much touched by his 
artifices^ and I had only juft fortitude enough to perfe- 
rere in refuting his idHts, and to infill on his leaving me, 
which at laft h« did ^ but it was after fuch a profufion 
of' tendemefs, prayers, and proteflations, that it was 
feme time before I could recall my reafon enough to re- 
$eft on the whole of his behaviour, and oil my own fi- 
tuation, which compared, left me but little doubt of 
hit dishonourable views. 

I determined never more to admit hiin to my pre* 
fttace, JEmd accordingly gave orders to be denied if be- 
came again. My reafon applauded, but my bfi^OL^-c^* 
proached me, and heavily repined at \\it "^^"^ ^t^xx- 
Ainatioa of prudence. I knew tliat l-ai&JEi^Ti^n^;i %'«^^ 
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I expedcd that that confcioufnefs would make me hap- 
py, but I found it otherwife ^ I was wretched beyond 
what I had ever felt or formed any idea of ^ I difcovex- 
ed that my heart was entangled in a paflion which muft 
for ever be combated, or indulged at the expence of 
virtue. I now coniidered riches as truly defirable, fince 
they would have placed me above difgracefiil attempts, 
and given me reafonable hopes of becoming the wife of 
Sir George Freelove^ I was difcontented and unkap>- 
py, but furprifed and difappointed to find myfelf foi^ 
iince hitherto I had no one criminal adlion to reproach 
myfelf with ; on the contrary, my difficulties were all 
owing to my regard for virtue^ 

I refolved, however, to try ftiU farther the power of 
virtue to confer kappinefs, to go on in my obedience to 
her laws, and patiently wait for the good effeds of it.. 
But I had Wronger difficulties to go through than any 
I had yet experienced,, Sir George was, too much, 
pradlifed in the arts of fedudiion, to be difcouraged by 
a firil repidfe : every day produced either fome new 
attempt to fee me, or a letter &11 of the moft paffiox^ 
ate proteflajtions and intreaties for pardon and favour. 
It was in vsdn I gav^ orders that no more letters (hould 
be taken in from him > he had fo many different con? 
trivances to convey them, and direded them in hands 
fo unlike, that I was furprifed into reading them coiw 
l^ary to my real intentions. Every time I fUrred out, 
he was fure to be in my way, and to employ tho 
aoft artful tongue that ever en&ared the heart ot 
woman, in blinding my reafon and awakening my pafv 

Sons.. 
Mf rirtvCf however, did not yet give way j but my. 
jpesicc oCmiad was utterly dtftto-jtA. VAitaDkiwKt L 
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was with hiniy I fummoned all my fortitude, and con* 
ftantly repeated my commands that he (hould avoid me. 
His difobedience called for my refentment, and, in 
ipite of my melting heart, I armed my eyes with an- 
ger, and treated him with as much difdain as I thought 
hts unworthy defigns deferved. But the moment he 
left me, jslll my refolution forfook me. I repined at 
my fate : I even murmured againft the Sovereign Ruler 
of all things, for making me fubje6t to paflions which I 
could not fubdue,yet muft not indulge : I compared my 
•wn. fituation with that of my libertine coufin, whofe~ 
pernicious arguments I had heard with horror and de<r 
teftation, who gave the reins to every deiire, ,whofc: 
houfe was the feat of plenty, mirth, and delight, whofe 
face was ever covered with finiles, and whofe heart, 
ieemed free from forrow and care. Is not this man, faid' 
I, happier than I am ? And if fo, where is (the worths 
•f virtue ? Have I not facrificed to her my fortune and 
my friends ? Do I not daily facrificft to her my darlingt 
inclination ? Yet what is the compenfatioa (he offers- 
me ? What are my profpedls in this world.but. poverty, 
mortification, difapp ointment and grief ? Every wi(h of. 
my heart denied, every pailion,of humanity combated: 
and hurt, though never conquered! Are thefe the. 
hleflings with whichv Heaven diftinguifhcs its ■ favour- 
ites? Can the King of heaven want power, or will to^ 
diitinguifh them? Or does he leav« his wretchedcrea^r 
turesto bethe.fport of chance, the prey of wickedneist 
and malice ? Surely, no.. Yet is not the. condition of. 
the virtuous often mor& miierable than that of the.vi«- 
dous P I myfelf have experienced that it is.. Iamv««> 
jj onhappy^ and fee no Ukelihood of my .\>^% o'^tx-vx 
ittfi: xo this fforJd— tsnd all beyond t.\i% gtuv« \^ cXctgaSl^ 

C 6 ^\>»rS*^ 
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darkncfs. Ytt why do I (ay, that 1 have no profpeft 
of happlnefs ? Does not the moft engaging of men offer 
toe all the joys that love and fortune can beftow ? Will 
not he ptote6t me from every infult of the proud world 
that feoffs at indigence > Will not ^is liberal huid,pouc 
farththe means of every pleafure, even of that higlieft 
and trued of all plesUufes, the power of relieving th» 
fufierings of my feUow-crcatnres^ of changing the tear» 
of diftrefs into tears of joy and gratitude, of communi- 
cating my own happinef» to all around me ? Is not this 
t ftate far preferable to that in which viztue has placed 
^e ? But what is virtue ? Is not happkiefs the laudable 
purfuit of reafon ? Is it not then laudable to purfue it 
by the moft probable means ? Have I not been accuf- 
ing Providefioeof unkindneis, whilftlmyfelfonly am in 
fiftttlt for rejeding its offered fieivouxs ? Surely, I have 
miflakeft lAie path of virtue : it mufl be that which 
leads to happinefs. The path which I am in, is full of 
thorns and briers, and terminates in impenetFa)>le dark- 
iiefs : but i fee another that is ftrewed with flowers, 
and bright with the funihine of profperity j this, lurely, 
is the path of virtue, and the road to happinefs. Hi- 
ther then let me turn my weary Heps, nor let vain and 

idle prejudices fright me from felicity. It is furely im- 
poffible that I (hould offend God^ by yielding to a, 
temptation which he has given me no motive to refift.. 
Hie ha» allotted me a. ihott and precarious exiftence^ 
and has placedbefore me good and evil. — What is^gbod^ 
but pleafure ? What is evil but pain ? Reafon and na- 
Uuz AteGt Mt to choofe the fitft^ and avoid the laft. I 
ibught for happinefe in what is called virtue, but I 

H&mdk not: Axil I not try the other exptrimcnt, fince 

\ 
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I think 1 can hardly be more unhappy by following in- 
clinaliony than I am by denying it ? 
• Thus had my frail thoughts wandered into a wilder- 
iiefs of error, and thus had I almofl reafoned myfelf out 
•f every principle of morality, by purfuing through all 
their confequences the doctrines which had been taught 
flfe as rules of Hfe and prefcriptions ^ felicity, the ta- 
fifinans of truth, by which I ihould be fecured in the 
Itorms of adverfity, and llften without danger to the fy- 
lesB of temptation : when in the fatal hour of my pre- 
innption, fitting alone in my chamber, colleding argu- 
ments on the fide of pallion, almofl diflradted with, 
doobts, and plunging deeper and deeper mto falfehood,. 
I (aw Sir George Freelove at my feet, who had gained: 
admittance, contrary to my orders^ by corrupting my 
landlady. It i^ not necefiary to defcribe to you his 
arts, or the weak efforts of that virtue which had been 
gracioufly implanted in my heart, but which I had ta- 
ken impious pains to undermine by falfe reafoning, and 
which now tottered from the foundation ; fuffice it that 
1 fubmitted to the humiliation I have fo well deferved; 
and tell you, that, in all the pridie of hunaan reafon, i 
dared to condemn, as the effe£l of weaknefs and preju- 
dice, the dill voice of con&ience which would yet have 
warned me from ruin^ that my innocence, my honour,, 
was tire facrifice to palfion and^fophiflry ; that my boaft* 
cd philofophy, and' too much flattered underflanding, 
preferved me not from the lowed depth of infamy,, 
which the weaked of my fex with humility and reli- 
gion would have avoided. 

I now experienced a new kind of wretchednefs. My- 
vile feducer tried in vain to reconcWt m^ XoxNx^S^'^'b^^** 
M life to which he had reduced me, \i^ Vi^Stfi% ^^- 

MARILLAC COLLEGE USRMC< ^"^ 
NORMANDY, K^.O. 
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^.ith finery, and lavifLing his fortune in procuring me 
l^leafures which I could not taile, and pomp whick 
feemed an infult on my diigrace. In vain did I r«col- 
ht&. the arguments which had convinced me of the law* 
fiilnefs of accepting offered pleafures^ and following the. 
di6tates of inclination : the light of my underftanding 
was darkened^ but the fenfe of guilt wa» not loft. My 
pride and my delicacy, if , criminal as I was^ I may 
dare to call it fo, fuffered the mod: intolerable moiti-' 
fication and difguft, every, time I sefleded-on my infii- 
mous fituation. Every eye feemed to upbraid me, evea 
that of my triumphant feducer. O depth of mifery !. 
to be confcious of deferving the contempt of him L 
loved, and for whofe (akc I was become contemptibler 
te myfelf. 
Y.. 



Ha. 
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^ifquain igilur Uber / Sapiens vjibi qui imperiofus y 
^emneque pauperiesy njtque mors, neque vincula Ur* 

rent : 
Eefponfare cupidinibuSy contemnere honores 
Fortis : el infeipfo totus^ : teres atque rotundus, 
Externi ne quid valeat per Iteve tnorari, 

HOR. 

Who then is free ?— -Tke wife, who well maintains^ 
An empire o^er himfelf : whom neither chains, 
Nor want, nor death, with flavifh fear infpire y 
Who boldly anfwers to his warm defire ) 
Wh o can ambition^s vaineft gifts defpife ^ 
Firm in himfelf who on himfelf relies ;. 
PaliChM and round, who runs his proper courfe,. 
And breaks misfortune with fuperior force. 

. FiLANCJS*. 

This was the Aate of my. mind durmg-a year which L 
paffed. in Sir George's houfe. His fondnefs was una- 
bated for eig)it months of the time j and as I had no- 
other objeds. to (hare my attention,- neither friend nor 
nelationto call off any part of my tcndernefs, all the 
IpTe of a heart naturally a£fe&ioTiatt ctti\.^t^^\si\i\isu. 
The £e/t.d!8frj|ing<.o£uiikind&e{& \vext\>\]^X.ooViS^E^^A>^ 
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my watcKfol eyes. I had now all the torments of jea*- 
loufy to endure, till a cruel certainty put an end to 
them. I learned at length, that my falfe lover was on- 
the brink of marriage with a lady of great fortune. L 
immediately refolved to leave him } but could not da 
it without firil venting my full heart in complaints and 
reproaches. This proveked his rage, and drew on me 
infolence, which though I had deferved, I had not 
learnt to bear. I returned with fcorn, which no longec 
became me, all the wages of my fin^ and the trapfHngSv 
of my ihame, and left his houfe in the bitter«fl anguifik 
of refentment and defpalr. 

I returned to my old lodgings^ bnt unable to bear a. 
£:ene which recalled every circumftance of tty undo- 
ing, a(hamed to look in the face of any creature wha 
had feen me innocent, wretched in myfelf, and hoping^ 
^m change of place fome abatem^it of my mifery, I 
put myfelf into a poft-chaife at two in the mor&ing,. 
with orders to the driver to carry me as. far from. 
town as he could before the return of night, leaving it. 
to him to choofe the road. 

My reafon and my fenfes feemed benumbed and fitt« 
pified during my journey. I made no refle6tions on 
what I was about, nor formed any defign for my future 
life. When night came, my conductor would have- 
flopped at a large town, but I bid him go on to the next 
village. There I alighted at a paltry inn, and* difiniC* 
fed my vehicle, witbaut once confidering what I was*^ 
to do with myfelf, or why I chofe that place for my •>• 
bod^. To fay trutii, I can give no accoiuit of my 
thoughts at this period of time : they were all confufed 
aad dl/tra&ed, A fhort frepzy moft have filled up 
iio/c boars f xai whicb vorj mttfiorf i^ua^<^ %GB:^«t- 
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fc£l traces. I remember only, that without having pul- 
led ofF my clothes, I left the inn as foon as I faw the 
day, and wandered out of the village. 

My unguided feet carried me to a range of willows 
by a river's fide, where, after having walked fome time^ 
the freihnefs of the air revived my fcnfes,. and awaken- 
ed my reafon. My reafon, my memory, my anguiflhi 
and defpair, returned together ! Every circumilance of 
my paft life was prefent to my mind ; but moil the idea 
x>f my faithlefs lover and my criminal love tortured my 
imagination, and rent my bleeding heart, which, in 
ipite of all its guilt and all its wrongs, retained the ten* 
'derefl and moft ardent affection for its undoer. This- 
tmguarded affeiflion, which was the efiefi of a igpentle 
and kind nature, heightened the anguifii of refentment, 
"and. completed m^ mifery. In vain did I call off mjr 
thoughts from this gloomy retrofpe£b, and hope to find 
t gleam trf comfort in. my luture profpe^s. They wer^ 
ftill more dreadful : poverty, attended by infamy and 
want, groaning under the cruel hand of oppreffion and 
the taunts of infolence, was before my eyes^ I, who 
luad once been the darling and the pride of indulgent 
parents, who had once been beloved, refpeded, and ad- 
mired, was now the outcafl of human nature, defpifed 
and avoided by all who had ever loved me, by all whom 
i had moft loved ! hateful to myfelf, belonging to no 
one, expofed to wrongs and infults from all ! 

I tried to find out the caufe of this difmal change, 
and how far I was myfelf the occafion of it. My con* 
duft with refpeft to Sir George, though I fpontaneoufly 
condemned, yet, upon recolledlion, I thought tb^ ^^58^.- 
ments which produced it, would ^uftii^' ^^*^ ^"^ '^"^ 
principles could not preferv^ itv^ £xom nvcc, xk^vCcitx 
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could they fullain me in adverdty : confcience was not 
to be perverted by the fophiilry which had beclouded 
' ij reafon. And if any, by imputing my condu6^ tO' 
error^ fhould acquit me of guilt, let them remember, it: 
is yet true, that in this uttermofl diflrefs, I was neither' 
fuflained by the confcioufnefs of innocence, the exuU 
tation of virtue, nor the hope of reward :. wbethcr I 
looked backward or forward, all was confufionand an* 
guifh, diflradion and defjpair. I accufed.the' Supreme 
Being of cruelty and injudice, who, though he gave 
me not fufficient encouragement to reiiil - defire, yet 
punifhed me with the confequences of indulgence. If 
there is a God, cried I, he mud be either tyrannical 
and cruel, or segardlei3 of; his- creatures. I will no 
longer endure n being which is iiiidefeiv.edly miferabl$ 
either from chance or defign, but Hy to that annihihif 
tion in which all mj. profpedls terminate. Take back^ 
(aid I, lifting my eyeS' to Heaven, the hateful gift of 
exiflence, axut let my dufl no more be animated- to fiifi> . 
fering, and exalted to mi&ry. 

So faying^ I raa to the brink of the river, and wat 
going to plunge in, when the cry of feme perfon verj 
near me made me turn my eyes to fee whence it came* 
I was accofled by an elderly clergyman, who,. with looks 
of terror, pity and benevolence) aiked what I was ar 
bout to do } At firfl I was fullen^ and refiifed. to anp 
fwer him ^ but by degrees the cora^iaffion he (hewed, 
and the tendernefs with which he treated me, foftened 
my heart, and gave vent to my tears. 

" O ! Madam," faid he, " thefe are gracious iigns, 
^- and unlike thofe which Hrfl drew my attention, and 
^'^asidemt watch you unobfcrved, fearing fome fatal 
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'' purpofe in your mind. What mud be the thoughts . 
'' which could make a face like yodr^s appear the pic- 
*' tare of horror ! I was taking my morning walk, and .|9 
'* have feen you a confiderable time ^ fometimes ftop- ^ 
" I»ng and wringing your hands, fometimes quickening 
*' your pace, and fometimes walking flow with your ' 
'* eyes fixed on the ground, tiU you raifed them to Hea- 
" ven, with looks not of fupplication and piety, but ra- 
*i thsrof accufation and defiance. For pity tell me how 
^ is it that you have quarrelled with yourfelf, with 
*^ lifcy'naj even with Heaven ? Recall your reafon and 
** your hope, and let this feafonable prevention of your 
" &tal purpofe be an eameft to you of good things to 
<* come, of GOD's mercy not yet alienated from you, 
^' tad ftooping £rom bis throne to fkvt your foul fiom 
" perdition/' 

The tears which flowed in rivers firom my eyes while 
he talked, gave mtjo much relief, that £ found myfelf 
able to fpeak, and defirous to exprefs mj gratitude for 
the good man^s concern for me. It was fo long fince I 
had known the jo3rs of confidence, that I £elt furprifing 
pleafure and comfort £rom unburthening my heart, and 
telling mj kind deliverer every circumflance of mj 
ftory, and every thought of my diftrad^ed mind. He 
(huddered to hear me upbraid the Divine Providence j 
and flopping me (hort, told me, he would lead me to 
one who (hould preach patience to me, whilift (he gave 
me the example of it. 

As we talked, he led me to his own houfe, and there 
introduced me to his wife, a middle-aged woman, pale 
and emaciated, but of a cheerful placid countenance, 
who received me with the greateft tetvdeii^t,^ «xAV>9l- 
jqaofV^. She iiw I was diftrefled, and\iei coxK^'aSSvo^ 
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was beforehand with my complaints. Her tears flood 
xeady to accompany mine ; her looks and her voice 
«i!Epre€ed the kindefl concern ; gnd her ailiduous caret- 
demonftrated that true politenefs and hofpitality, wluch 
is not the tffeB, of ait, but of inward benevolence.. 
While (he obliged me to take fbme refrelbment, her 
hufband gave her a (hort account of my ftory, and of 
the date in which he had found me. ^* This poor lady,*^ 
laid he, '* from the fault of her education and prih- 
'' ciples, feet every things through a gloomy me- 
** dium : (he accufet Providence, and hates her exift- 
^ ence for thofe evilt which are the common lot o£ 
** mankind in this ihort ftate of trial. You» tny dear,. 
" who are one of the greateft fufferers 1 hiive known^ 
** are beflqual&d to core her oflitr faulty iift|Hitietite| 
^ and to convince her, by your own exaihple, thatthCb 
^ World it tk^ \ht place in which virtue is to find 
*' its reward. She think? no one fo unhappy as herlelf^ 
^ Imrt if Ihe knew all that you hatt gone through, flie 
^* would furely be fe^fible, tlittt if you are hiqppiar 
^ thftn (he, it ill only beeade yotir -ptinciplct nxt 
•* bcttcrJ" 

" Indeed, my dear madafn,*^ faid (he, " that is th^ 
" only advantage I have over you j but that, indeed^ 
** outweighs every thing elfe. It is now but ten days 
*^ fince I followed to the grave my only fon, the fur- 
** vivoT of eight children, who were all equally the 
•* objects of my fondeft love My heart is no lefe 
*• tender than your own, nor my affections fek warm. 
" For a whole year before the death of my laft darling, 
^ I watched the fatal progrefs of liis difeafe, and iaW 
^ Aim faffer the molt amazing ^ns. Not was poverty^ 

44 .v.... 



** that dreaded evil to wHch you could not fubmit, 
*' wanting to my trials. Though my hufband is by his 
^' profeffion a gentleman, his income is fo (mall, that 
^ I and my children have often wanted neccffaries ■: 
^' and though I had always a weakly conflitutiony I 
^ have helped to fupport my family by the labour of 
^' my own hands. At this time I am confumingy by 
^* daily tortures, with a cancer which muft fhortly be 
*^ my death. My pains, perhaps, might be mitigated 
^ by proper affiflance, though nothing could preferve 
** my life ; but I have not the means to obtain that af- 
'* iifUmce.''«-0 hold, interrupted I, my foul is ihocked 
at the enumeration of fuch intolerable fufferings. How 
ti it that you fupport them ? Why do I not fee you, ia 
•defpair like mine, renounce your exigence, and put 
your&If out of the reach of torment ? But above aU, 
tell me how it is poflible for you to preferve, amidil 
fuch complicated mifery, that appearance of cheerful- 
aeis and ferene complacency which ihines fo remarka- 
bly in your countenance, and animates every look and 
motion ? 

*' That chcerfulnefs and complacency,^' anfwered 
the good woman, ^' I feel in my heart. My mind is 
'* not only ferene, but often experiences the higheft 
** emotions of joy and exultation, that the brighted 
** hopes can give.'' And whence, faid I, do you de- 
rive this aftonilhing art of extrafUng joy from mifery, 
and of imiling amidfl all the terrors of pain, forrow, 
poverty, and death! She was filent a moment^ then 
ftepping to her clofet, reached a bible, which ihe put 
into my hands. *^ See there," faid (he, '* the volume 
^ in which I learn this art. Hei^ 1 "vccl x.'dxv^x.^ 
;f' that everldling glorj is in ftoxfi loi ^ '^Vo ^^^5^^ "»c.* 
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** cept It upon the terms which Infinite Perfe£tion has 
*^ prefcribed j here I am promifed confolation, affift- 
** -ance and fapport from the Lord of life ; and here I 
** am aflured that my tranfient afiii6tions are only meant 
'^ to fit me for eternal and unfpeakable happinefs. 
** This happinef&is at hand. The fliort. remainder of 
** my life feems but a point beyond which opens the 
*^ glorious profpeS of immortality. Thus encouragedy 
" how (hould I be dejeded ? Thus fupported, bbw 
** fhould I fink ? With fuch profpeds, fach affured 
** hopes, how can I be otherwife than happy ?*' 
- While (he fpoke, her eyes fparkled, and her whole 
ftce feemed animated with joy. I was ftruck with 
her manner, as well as her words. Erery fyllable {he 
uttered feemed to fink into my foul, fo that I never 
can forget it. I refolred to examine a religion, which 
was capable of producing fuch effeds as I could not at- 
tribute either to chance or error. The good couple 
prefled me with fo much unaffe6):ed kindnefs, to make 
their little parfonage my afylum till I could better dif- 
pofe of myfelf, that I accepted their offer. Herei 
with the afiiftance of the clergyman, who is a plain, 
fenfible, and truly pious man, I have iludied the Holy 
Scriptures, and the evidences of their authority. But 
after reading them with candour and attention, I found 
all the extrinfic arguments of their truth fuperfluous. 
The excellency of their precepts, the confiftency of 
their dodrines, and the glorious motives and encou- 
ragements to virtue which they propofe, together with 
the ilriking example I had before my eyes of their fi^* 
lutary effeds, left me no doubt of their divine authon- 
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' During the time of my abode here, I have been 
witnefs to the more than heroic, the joyful, the tri- 
mmphant death of the dear good woman. With as 
much foftnefs and tendemels as ever I faw in a female 
charaf^er, ihe ihewed more dauntlefs intrepidity than 
the flemeft philofopher or the proudeft hero. No tor- 
ment could (hake the conftancy of her foul, or length 
•f pain wear out the ilrength of her patience. Death 
was to her an obje£^ not of horror but of hope. When 
I heard her pour forth her laft breath in thanfgiving, 
and (aw the fmile of extafy remain on her pale face 
when life was Hed, I could not help crying out in the 
beautiful language I had lately learned from the facred 
Writings, " O Death !, where is thy (ling ? O Grave ! 
" where is thy vidory ?" 

I am now preparing to leave my excellent benefac- 
tor, and get my bread in a fervice, to which he has re- 
commended mc, in a neighbouring family. A (late of 
fervitude, to which once I could not refolve to yields 
appears no longer dreadful to me ^ that pride, which 
would have made it galling, Chriilianity has fubdued, 
though philofophy attempted it in vain. As a penitent", 
I (hould gratefully fubmit to mortification ^ but as a 
Chriflian, I find myfelf fuperior to every mortification, 
except the fenfe of guilt. This has humbled me to 
the dud 'y but the full afiurances that are given me by 
the Saviour of the World, of the Divine pardon and 
£sivour upon fincere repentance, have calmed my trou- 
bled fpirit, and filled my mind with peace and joy, 
which the world can neither give nor take away. Thus, 
without any change for the better in my outward pir- 
cumftances, I find myfelf changed {tom il ^^t<^^^^> 
poor, defpairittgjwTCtch, to a conlcnUd^V^^YJ i ^'^'^^'^^ 
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'being ; thankful for, and pleafed with my prefent date 
of exigence, jet exulting in the hope of quitting it for 
endlefs glory and happineft. 

O ! Sir,tell the unthinking mortals, who will not take 
the pains of inquiring into thofe truths which tnof^ 
concern them, and who are led by fafhioo* and tha 
pride of human reafoBi into a contempt for the Sacred- 
Oracles of God *f tell them thefe amazing effe^^s of the. ' 
power of Chriftianity : tell them this truth which ex- 
perience has taught me, that, ** Though Vice is con^ 
ftantly attended by oufery, Virtue itfelf cannot con« 
fer happineis in this world, except it is animatedl 
'* with the hopes of eternid blifs in the world .-to 
** come," 

I am, &c. 

Ft D ELI A.^ . 
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Non defunt crajfi quidam^ quijludiofos ab hujufmodi libris 

deterreant^ ceu peeticisy ut vacant ^ is" ad morum inte* 

gritatem qfficientibus. Ego vero dignos cenjeo quos el 

omnibus in ludis preeiegant adolofcentia literatoros^ is^ 

Jibi legant relegantquefenes, 

Erasmus. 

There are not wanting perfons fo dull and infenfible, 
as to deter ftudents from reading books of thrs kind, 
which, they fay, are poetical, and pernicious to the 
purity of morals : but I am of opinion, that they are 
not only worthy to be read by the inftruftors of 
youth in their fcbools, but that the old and experi- 
enced (hould again and again perufe them. 



Greatness, novelty, and beauty, are ufually and juft* 
ly reckoned the three principal fources of the pleafures 
that (Irike the imagination. If the Iliad be allowed 
to abound in objedls that may be referred to the firft 
Vol. III. " D 4 ; •• .-.-^^v^^^ 

AMRfLLAC COLLEGE Vm'^W^ 
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ipecies, yet the Odyffcy may boaft a greater numbef 
of images that are beautiful aod uncommon. The vail 
variety of fcenes perpetually ihifting before tis, the 
train of unexpeded events, and the cnaiiy fuddeo tuxnt 
of fortune in this di verified poem, muft ipore deeply' 
engage the reader, and keep his attention more alive 
add aflive, than the martial uniformity of the Iliad. 
The continual glue of a fingle colour that unchange- 
ably predominates throughout a whole piece, is apt t« 
iiazzle and difguil the ey« of the beholder. I will not, 
indeed, prefume to fay with Voltaire, that among the 
greatefl admirers of antiquity, there is fcarce one t# 
be found, who could ever read, the Iliid witk tint e» 
gecnels and rapture which a woman fecU wbea-flie 
perufes the novel of Za.ydje, but will howe-ver venture 
to a^rm, that ihej/ieciqfa miracuJk of the Odyflej are 
better calculated to excite our curioiity and woaderi 
find to allure us forward with unextingui&ed impa* 
tience to the catadrophe, than the perpetual tumuk 
^nd tenor that reign through the Iliad* 

The boundlefs exuberance of his imagiuatioti^ his 
unwearied fpirit and fire, •»«<««<«•»• ^5», has enabled Ho- 
mer to diverfify the defcriptions of his battles- with 
many circumdances of great variety : fometimes by 
Tpeoifybig the diH'erent charafters, ages, .profetTiofis, or 
nations of his dying heroes ; fometimes by defcribihg 
.different kinds of wounds and deaths ; and fometimes 
by tender and pathetic flrokes, which remind the ' 
reader of the aged parent who is fondly expe£Hng tho 
return of his Ton juil murdered, of the defolate eoadi- 
tion of the widows who will now be enflaved, and o£ 
'^he children that will be daihed agftinU th« Hones.- 
JSut notwithHanding this delicate art ' aad addreCi in 
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he poet, the fubjeft remains the fame; and from this 
iuBaeneft, it will, I fear, grow udtoos and iniipid to 
mpartiai readers : tfaefe fioall modifications and ad*- 
aoda are not fufficiently eilxcacioas to give the grace 
»f ffovelty tQ repetition, and to make tautology de^ 
ightfbl : the battles are indeed nobly and varioufiy 
I8tiite«l, yet tlrll they are only battlrs. But when w^ 
kscootpany UlyiTet through the manilbld perils be nnw 
lerwent by iea and land, and vifit with him the ftrange 
»itioiis to which the anger of Neptuoe han^ driven hioii 
ifl whofe manners and coflomt ape described in ihd 
noft Kvely and pt6lurefque terms 5 when we furyey 
^e wondrouY monders he encountered and efcaped, 

dniifbaf^^ ScykaffffMef is^ turn C^^lope Charihdia y 

Antiphates his hideous frail devoar, 
Charybdis bade, and Polyphemus roar ^ 

* FkANCIS. 

'^htxi we fee hinirefiife the chartns'of Calypfo, ar- J the 

cup of Circe j when we defcend with him into hel!, 

and hear hifa convcrfe with all the glorious heroes. 

thit afliQed at the Trojan war j when, after (IruggKdg 

irith ten thoufand difficulties unforefeen and atmoU 

'Untttrmountable, he i^ at lail redored to the peaceable 

'polfemon of hils kingdom and his c][ueen ^ when fuch 

objeds as thde are difplayed, fo new and fo intered- 

hig ^ when all the defcriptions, incidents, fceneS, and 

peiibns idiffer fo widely from each other, then it is that 

•poetry becomes ** a perpetual feaft of lieflared fwccts^*' 

i&d a feaft of fuch an exalted nature, as lo ^lo^wc.^ 

Either fatitty nor difguHt 

D 1 ^^^ 
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But beHdes its variety, the Odjfley is the mod a-> 
mufing and entertaining of all other poems, on account 
c»f the pidures it preferves to us of ancient mannerS| 
cufloms, jaws, and politics, and of the domeOic life 
of the heroic ages. The more any nation becomes po- 
Hihed, the more the genuine feelings of nature are 
difguifed, and their manners are confequently lefs %• 
daptcd to bear a faithful defcription. Good>breeding 
is founded on the diflimulation or fuppreflion of fuch 
fentiments as may probably provoke or offend thofe 
with whom we converfe« The little forms and cere* 
monies which have been introduced into civil life by/ 
the moderns, are not fuited to the dignity and fimpli- 
city of the Epic Mufe. The coronation feafl of an 
European monarch would not ihine half fo much .in, 
poetry, as the iimple fupper prepared for Ulyffcs at the 
Phasacian court ^ the gardens* of Alcinous are much, 
fitter for defcription than thofe of Verfailles^ and 
Nauficaa, de&ending to the river to wafh her gar* 
ments, and dancing afterwards upon the banks witb 
her fellow virgins, like Diana amidH her nymphs, 

Though all are fair, (he fhines above the reft. 



i 



I'- 



is a far more graceful figure, than the moft glittering 
lady in the drawing-room, with a complexion plaider- 
ed to repair the vigils of cards, and a (hape violated [I 
by a fliff brocade, and an immeafurable hoop. Tbe. = ' 
compliment alfo which UlyiTes pays to this innocent 
unadorned beauty, efpecially when he compares her ta 
** young palm-tree of De\os, coTxX.^m% n^nt ^^llant^y 
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and elegance than the moil applauded fonnet of the 
polited French marquis that ever rhymed. However 
indelicate I may be efteemed, I freely confefs I had 
rather fit in the grotto of Calypfo, than in the moil 
pompous faloon of Louis XV. The tea and the card- 
tables can be introduced with propriety and fuccefs on* 
ly in the mock heroic, as they have been very happily 
in the Rape of the Lock ^ but the prefent modes of 
life mad be forgotten, when we attempt any thing in 
the ferious or fublime poetry ^ for heroifm dlfdains the 
luxurious refinements, the falfe delicacy and (late o£ 
modern ages. The primeval, I was about to fay, 
patriarchal iimplicity of manners difplayed in the 
Odyfiey, is a perpetual fource of true poetry, is in- 
ezpreffibly pleafing to all who are uncorrupted by the 
bufioefs and the vanities of life, and may therefore 
prove equally inftrudlive and captivating to younger 
readers. 

It feems to be a tenet univerfally received among 
common critics, as certain and indifputable, that ima- 
ges and characters of peaceful and domeilic life are 
not fb difficult to be drawn as pictures of war and fu- 
ry. I own myfelf of a quite contrary opinion, and 
think the defcription of Andromache parting with 
He£lor in the Iliad, and the tender cir^umftance of 
the child Aftyanax darting back from his father^s hel- 
met, and clinging to the bofom of his nurfe, are as 
great efforts of the imagination of Homer, as the 
dreadful pidlure of Achilles fighting with the rivers, 
or dragging the carcafs of Hedlor at his chariot- 
wheels : the behaviour of Hecuba, when (he points 
to the bread that had fuckled her dear liic^ox. V& ^"^ 

« ■ 

Mnely conceived as the moft gallauX ciL^iVcfiX^ oS.'^vs- 

D 2 m^^i.^ 



yS TMI AOVBNTUIUEi;. N)9« LXXj^ 

mede and Ajax : the natural is as (Iroog an evidence, 
of true genius as the (ublixne. It is in fuch images, 
the Odyfiey abounds ; the fuperior utility of which, as 
they more nearly concern, and more flrongly affeft us^ 
need not be pointed out. Let Longinus admire the. 
majefty of Neptune Whirling his. chariot over the deep,^ 
furroutfded by fi^a monllers that gambolled l^efbr^. 
their king} the dqfciiption. of ^the dog Argu^, creep*, 
ing to the feet of kis mader, whom he •alone knew ia. 
his difguife, and expiring with joy for his return, as fa^ 
inexpreffibly patbetip, that it equals^ if not exceeds, 
any ofihc magnificent and bolder images which that., 
excelknt critig had produced in his. tr^aiife on the fu^ 
blime. He juil)y coa^i^eodsi^the pray.«r of Ajax, who^ 
when he wa& fiicrounded wi(h a thiclL daiiknefr that- 
preveated the d%lay of his prow efs, begs of J^tfiltt 
only to remove th6 clouds, that involved him } *^ and . 
*^ then^*' fays he, ^> deftroy me if thou wilt in the daj*^ 
" light j" Uh ^ku»tuikt^c^, But furely the r^fltSitns. 
which UlyiTcs makes to Amphinomua,. the naoft virtue 
otts of the fuitors, coQcerniQg the mifery. and vanitft 
of man, will be found to deferve equal. commenda*, 
tions, if we con&icr their propriety, folemnitj, and.j^ 
tn>th» Our hero, in ihe.difgpife of a beggar, had juft^ 
been fpurned at and ridiculed by the red of the riot^ 
ous loyers, but is kmdly relieved by AmphinomuSi , 
whofc behaviour is. finely contrafled to the brutality of* 
his brethren. Upon which Ulyffes.fays, " Hear me», • 
** O Amphinomusj and ponder the words I.fliallQpeak . 
^* unto thee. Of all creatures that breatlie or creep 
** upon tbe earth, the, mofl w.eak and impotent is man, 
*' For he never thinks, that evils (hall . befal him at 
^ anQther feaibii, whi\e, . xVft . Si^ .>t.^w ww Vwsv , 



*' flrength and happinefs. But when the immortal 
^ Gods affli6^ hin^ with sdverfity, he bears it with 
** unwilHngnefs and repining. Such'^is the mind oF 
**^ the inhabitants of eiirtb» that it changes a« Jupiter 
** fends happinefs or mifery. I once numbered myftlf 
^ ansong the happy, and elated with profperity and 
•* pride, and relying on my family and friends, com- 
^ mitted many ads of injudice. But let no man be 
** proud or unjuft, but receive whatever gifts the gods 
^* beftow on him with humility and filenceJ' I chofe 
to tranflate thi^ fententious paffag.e as literally as pof- 
fible, to preferve the air of its venerable (Implicity jtnd 
flriking folentidty*. If we recollefi the fp>?aker, and 
the occafion of the ipeech, we cannot fail of being 
deeply affe6ied» Can we therefore forbear giving our 
afEent to the truth of the title which Alcidamas> ac- 
cording to Aiitlotle in his rhetoric, beflows on the 
Qdfttef ; who calls it *^ a beautiful mirror of human 

Homer, in. the Iliad, re&mbks the river Nile, when. 
ftde&ends in a catarad that deafens and aftoni(hes the. 
MighboariRg inhabitants. In the Odyffey, he is fliU 
See "dbe fame Nile, when its genial inundations gently- 
diffufe fertility and fatncfs over the peaceful plains of 

2^ D4 No# 
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. Nil defperanduffh Hoiu. 

Avaunt defpair. 

X HAVE fometimes heard it difputed in converfation^ ^ 
ther it be more laudable or defirable, that a man (b 
think too highly or too meanly of himfelf: it is ot 
hands agreed to be bed, that he (hould think righ 
but fince a fallible being will always make fome < 
ations from exa^^ rectitude, it is not wholly ufele 
inquire towards which fide it is fafer to decline. 

The prejudices of mankind feem to favour 
ipvho ens by under-rating his own powers : he is 
iidered as a moded and harmlefs member of foe 
not likely to break the peace by competition, t< 
deavour after fuch fplendour of reputation as may 
the luftre of others, or to interrupt any in the ci 
inent of thcmfelves \ he is no man^s rival, and tl 
fore may be every man^s frieni. 
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The -opinion which a man entertains of himfelf 
ought to be (li{lingui(hed) in order to an accurate dif- 
cufiion of this quefUon, as it relates to perTons or to 
things. To think highly of ourfelves in comparifon 
with others, to aflame by our own authority that pre- 
cedence which none is^ willing to grant, muft be al- 
ways invidious and offendve ^ but to rate our powers 
high in proportion to things, and imagine ourfelves 
equal to great undertakings, while we leave others in 
poflfedion of the fame abilities, cannot with equal juf<» 
rice provoke ccnfure. 

It mud be confeffed, that felf- love may difpofe us to 
decide too haftily in. our- own favour: but who is hurt 
by the miftake I If we are incited by this vain opinion 
to attempt more -than we can perform, ours is the la- 
bour, and ours is the difgrace. 

But he that dares to think well of himfelf, will not 
always prove to be miftaken^ and the good effefls of his 
confidence will then.appear in great attempts and great 
performances : if hefhould not fully complete his defign, 
he will at leaft advance it fo far^ as to leave an eaiier 
ta&. for him. that fucceeds him ; and even though he 
(hould wholly fail, he will fail with honour, 

Bui. from the oppofite error, from torpid defpondency, 
can come no advantage ', it is the frod of the foul, which 
binds up all its powers, and congeals life in perpetual 
Aerility. He that has no hopes of fuccefs, will mak« 
no attempts ^ and where nothing is attemptx:d, nothing, 
can be done. 

Every man (hould, therefore, endeavour to mai»- 
tain in himfelf a favourable opinion 'of the powers 
of the human mind ^ which are perhaps^ ia e,vw^ xEL-wst^ 
greater than they appear, and m\^\v^ \i^ iiX\^^^^. cv:^xv- 
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vat](»iy..be ezRlted t9 a degree beyond what' their poC- 
f efibr prefuqaes to believe* There is fcarce zny man 
hut has found himfelf able, jit the Irifiigatioa, of oeceffi^ 
iff to what in a flate of leifui« and deliberatimi he 
would have conclude tgbpoffible; and (bine of our ^ 
Jpecies have fignah'zed themfclves bjfuchncthievemeiitSy. 
aa prove that there are few things abave hiunao hope. 

It has been the policy .o£ all oatioos to preferve, bj ? 
fome public imonuments,- the mecnory-of thofe who have . 
ferved their country by great exploiu*, tb«:e is the fame • 
reafoa for contiauing or reviving the names of thofe, . 
whofe extenfive abilities -have dignified humanity. An - 
honed emulation may be alike, excited j and the phxlo- 
ibpherV curipfity may. be enflaa>ed by a catalOjgue of 
the works of Boyle or Bacon, as Themidocles wai . 
kept awake by the trophies of MHtiadtfis. 

Among the favourites o£ nature that have from 'time 
to time appeared in the world,, enriched rwith various 
endowments •and contrarieties of excellence, nose feems 
to have been more exalted «bo«e the^ common rate o£ ' 
humanity, than the man known about two centucies • 
ago by the appellation ol the Admirable Crichton^ of. 
whofe hidory, whatever we mayfupprefs as^ifurpaifing 
credibility, yet we fliall, upon inconteftible authority^, 
relate eoough to rank him amoo£: prodigies. 

** Virtue," fays Virgil, " is better accepted when- 
^* it comes in a pleafing form :*' the perfbn of Cricbton 
was eminently beautiful 5 but his beauty was confiftenlr 
with fuch adivlty and Hrength, that in fencing he wo^ld 
fpring at one bound the length of twenty feet i^on his 
antagonid ^ and he ufed the fword in either hand with 
fuch force and dexterity, that fcarce any oac bad coi^ 
ra-^e to^cogskge him* 
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Having bodied ct ~ StJ^ Affdrew^s in Scotland, he 
went to Paris in his twenty-firft ye»r, and affixed on 
the gate of tl^tf coIkg;e ef Nararre, a kind of challenge - 
to the learned of that univerfitj to difpute with him on 
t certain daj : offering to his opponents, whoever thejr * 
flioiild be, the choice of ten languages, and of all the 
faculties and fctences. On the day appmnted, th^e 
thou&nd auditors aflembled, when four dolors of the 
church and fifty maflers appeared again ft -him ; and 
one of his antagonifts confefies, that the dolors were * 
defeated ) that he gave proofs of knowledge above the * 
reach of man ; and that a hundred years paffed with- 
out food or flecp, would not be fiifBcient for the attain^ 
ment of his learning. After a difputation of nine hourf | ■ 
he was prefented by tlie prefident knd profeflbrs with 
a diamond and a purfe of gold, « and dirmi&d with rt- 
peated acclamxtions. 

From Paris he went awiy to RJrae, where he made 
the fame challenge, and had in the prefenoe of the pope 
and cardiEPals-the faiTie fucceik; Afterward he contTa\£)r«^ 
ed at Venice an acquaintance with Aldus Manutius, by 
whom he was introduced to the learned of that city : 
then vifited Padua; where he engaged in another pub« 
lie ^dfiputation, beginning his performance with an ex* 
te'mporal poem in praife of the city and the affeinbiy 
then prefent, and concluding with an oration e^aally 
- «iiptemeditatd, in commendation of ignorance. 

He afterwards publKhed another chiillenge, in which 
he declared himfelf ready to detect the errors of Arif- 
totle and all his ^commentators^ either in the common 
iarms of logic, or in any which his antagonifts fiiould 
p^^K>(€ of ft hundred different kinds ^ ^tt(t% 
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Thefe acqui'^itions of learning, however ftupendous, 

were not gained at the expence of any pleafure which 

youth generally indulges^ or by the omiflion of any 

accomplKhment in which it becomes a gentlenaan to 

. excel : he pradifed in great perfe£iion the arts of 

drawing and paintings he was an eminent performer 

.in both vocal and in Qru mental mufic^ he danced with 

uncommon gtacefulnefs, and on the day after his 61^ 

putation at Paris exhibited his ikill in horfemanihip 

before the court of Fiance, where, at a public match of 

tilting, he bore away the ring upon his lance fifteen 

. times together. 

He excelled in domeftic games of lefs dignity and 
reputation ^ and in the interval between his challenge 
and difputation at Paris, he fpent fo much of his time 
at cards, dice, and tennis, that a lampoon was fixed 
upon the gate of the Sorbonne, . directing thofe that 
would fee this monlier of erudition, to look for him at 
the tavern. 

So extenfive was his acquaintance with life and man* 
ners, that in an Italian comedy, compofed by himfelf, 
and exhibited before the court of Mantua, he is faid to 
have perfonated fifteen different charadters \ in all 
which he might fucceed without difficulty, fince he 
had fuch power of retention, that once hearing an ora- 
tion of an hour, he would repeat it exadly, and in the 
recital follow the fpeaker through all his variety of 
tone and gefiiculation. 

Nor was his {kill in arms lefs than in learning, or 
his courage inferior to his ikill : there was a prize- 
fighter at Mantua, who travelling about the world, 
according to the barbarous cuilom of that age, as a 
S'eneral ciiaiJenger, had defeated xVi« mo^ celebrated 
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.mafters in many parts of .Europe^ and in Mantua, 
where he. then reiided, had killed three that appeared 
again (I him. The duke repented that he had granted 
Jiim his prqte£iion ; when Crichton looking on his 
■fiuguinary fuccefs with indignation, offered to (lake 
.fifteen hundred pidoles, and mount the ftage againft 
: him. The duke, with fome reludlance, confented, and 
on the day fixed the combatants appeared : their wea- 
pon feems to have been fingle rapier, which was then 
newly introduced in Italy. The prize-fighter advanc* 
ed with great violence and fiercenefs, and Crichton 
contented himfelf calmly to ward his paffes, and fuffer- 
■ed him to exhauft his vigour by his own fury. Crich- 
ton then became the affailant, and preffed upon him 
-with fuch force and agility, that he thruft him thrice 
through the body, and faw him expire : he then 
divided the prize he had won among the widows 
whofe hufhands had been killed. 

The death of this wonderful man I (liould be willing 
to conceal, did I not know that cvtry reader will in* 
quire curioufly after that fatal hour, which is common 
to all human beings, however diitinguiihed from each 
other by nature or by fortune. 

The duke of Mantua having received fo many proofs 
of his various merit, made him tutor to his fon Vin- 
centio di Gonzaga, a prince of loofe manners and tur- 
bulent difpoGtion. On this occafiun it was, that he 
compofed the . comedy in which he exhibited fo many^ 
different chara£lers with exa6l propriety. But his ho* 
nour was of fhort continuance > for as^ he was one 
night in the time of Carnival rambling about the itreets, 
with his guitar in his hand, he was attacked V^") ^^ 



men maiked. Neither hts courage nor bis fkWl m thtt*> 
•xtgence deferted him ^ he oppoTed them mth f«ch ' 
ftdivity and fpirit, that he foon difperfed thttcky and dis- 
armed there leader,' who throwxiig off his rnafl^; difco- 
vered himielf to be the prince his pupil; Crichton 
falling on his knees, took his own fword by the point, 
and prefented it to the prince, who immediately Atiztd^ 
it,'- and inliigated,' as fotne^a^iv* ^7* 'jealoufy, according 
to others, only by drunken fury andi>tutal refenlment, 
tbraft him throog^h the heart. 

Thus was the admirable Crichton brou||;ht i!ito that ' 
Kate, in which he ceuld e«cel the me aneft of mankind 
only by a few «mpty honours paid to his memory : the * 
court of Mantua; teCU&ed their efleem by a public 
nourning^ the contemporary wijts were profuGi of their 
encomiums, and the palaces of Italy were adorned with 
ptdures, reprefentlng him on horfeback, with a lance ia 
one Jiaod and a book in the* other. • 
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Nhncfcio quid Jit amor^ 
Ndw know I wkai is lore*. . 



THOUGH the dangeF of difappdiiftment is'always in' pro- - 
portion to the height of expe6lation, yet I this daj < 
claim the attention of the ladies^ and profefs to teach 
an art by ^hich all may obtain what has hitherto bee«^« 
deemed the prtrrogative of a few \ an art by which 
their predominant paflion may be grattfitd, and thetr 
conquefts not only extended but fecured \ *' The art of 
** being pretty.*' 

But though my fubjeA may intereft the ladres, it may, 
perhaps, o£Eend thofe profound meralifls, who have 
long fince determined^ that beauty ought rather to be 
defpHed than defired \ that, like (Irength, it is a mere 
natural excellence, the effed of catrfes wholly out of 
our power, and not inteuded either as the pledge of 
happiireis, or the drflinflioQ of mtm» 
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I To tfaefe gentlemen I (hall remark, that beauty is 
among thofe qualities, which no effort of human wit 
could ever bring into contempt : it is therefore to 
be wiihed at lead^ that beauty was in fome de« 
gree dependent upon fentlment and manners, that fo 
high a privilege might not be poffefled by the unwor- 
thy, and that human reafon might no longer fuffer the 
mortification of thofe who are compelled to adorn an 
idol, which differs from a (lone or a log only by the 
(kill of the artificer: apd if they cannot themfclves^ 
behold beauty with indifference, they muft furcly 
approve an attempt to (hew that it merits their re- 
gard. 

I (hall, however, principally confider that fpecies of 
beauty which is cxpreffed in the countenance j for this- 
alone is peculiar to human beings, and is not lefs com- 
plicated than.their nature. In the countenance there 
are but two requiiiLes to perfedl beauty, which arc 
wholly produced by external caufes, colour and pro- 
portion : and it will appear, that even in common edi- 
mation thefe are not the chief, but that though there 
may be beauty without them, yet there cannot be beau- 
ty without fomething more. 

The fineft features, ranged in the mod exa£t fym- 
metry, and heightened by the moil blooming com- 
plexion, mufi be animated before they can firike ; and 
when they are animated,, will generally excite the 
fame padions which they exprefs. If they are fixed in 
the dead calm of infenfibility, they will, be examined 
without emotion *, and if they do not exprefs kindnels, 
they will be beheld without love. Looks of contemp]t, 
difdain or malevolence, will be reflected as from a mir- 
,^fr, bjr every countenance on wlokVi xYit'j wt Vittv^d ; 
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and if a wanton afpe^ excites defire, it is but like that 
of a favage for bis prey, wbich cannot be gratified 
without the de(lru6lion of its objeft. 

Among particular graces the dimple has always been 
allowed the pre-eminence, and the reafon is evident 5 
dimples are produced by a fmile, and a fmile is an ex- 
preffion of complacency : fo the contraftion of the 
brows into a frown, as it is an indication of a contrary 
temper, has always been deemed a capital defeat. 

The lover is generally at a lofs to define the beauty, 
by which his pafiion was fuddenly and irrefiftiby deter- 
mined to a particular obje£i ; but this could never hap- 
pen, if it depended upon any known rule of proportion, 
upon the (hape or difpofition of the features, or the co- 
lour of the ikin : he tells you, thas it is fomething 
which he cannot fuU^ exprefs, fomething not fixed in 
any part, but diffufed over the whole j he calls it a 
fweetne^s, a foftnefs, a placid fenfibility, or gives it fome 
other ifppellation which conneds beauty with fenti- 
ment, and exprefiies a charm which is not peculiar to 
any fet of features, but is perhaps poflible to all. 

This beauty, however, does not always confiil in 
fmiks, but varies, as exprefHons of meeknefs and kind- 
nefs vary with their objeds j it is extremely forcible in 
the filent complaiat of patient fufferance, the tender 
folicitude of friendfhip, and the glow of filial obedi- 
ence ) and in tears, whether of joy, of pity, or of grief, 
it is almod irrefidible. 

• This is the charm which cfaptivates without the aid 
of nature, and without which her utmoll bounty is in- 
cffeflual. But it cannot be afiumed as a ma(k to coa- 
jcetl infeaGbility or malevolence •, it m>3L^ >a^ ^^ci». 'i^^- 
nmae effcA of corrcfponding fetiX\iaeiiX%, ot \X NpSiXSyo* 



fKtk qpOA the couBteoance a new and more dilgiifiiai^ 
4eforaiky, affedation j it 'will produce the giiik, the 
fimper, the ftarcy the languiih, the pout, and inaainsr* 
aUe odier gAmzctn^ tbat render foUj ridiculevia, and 
change pi^ to contempts By foae, indeed, tkss ijpe- 
cies of hjpooiiff hai been pradUed with fuch duU as 
|o deceive fopopfioial obferTers, though it can deceire 
even tkefe but for a moanent. Looks which do not oor* 
refpond with the hearty. cannot be a^tnned without la~ 
hoatf nor continaed without pain ^ the votive to re- 
luaquiih ihtm wuft, tbeFefoce^ Caon preponderate^ and 
the afpeft and apparel of the vifit will be laid by to* 
getber^ the fimilca aad the laoguilhmeBts of art wili 
«aniib| aad tbe fiercettefaof rage, or the gloom of di{^ 
•aotentt ariU either obfcure or deAaoj all' the elegant 
of fjrmmetrf «od complexbn. 

The artificial afped it^ indeed, aa wretched a ibiv 
ftftute for the expreffion of fentiment, as the fmear of 
paint for die bluflie&of health : it is not only eqaally 
tranfient, and equally liable to detection ^ but as paint 
leaves the countenance yet more withered and ghaftly^ 
the paffions burft out wttkmore violence after reHraint^ 
the features become more didorted, and excite more 
determined averiion. 

Beauty y therefore, depends principally upon the mind,- 
and confequently may be influenced by education. It 
haa been remarked, that the predominant paflion may 
generally be difcovered in the countenance ) becauie 
the miifcles by which it is expreffed, being almofi per- 
petually contradedy lofe their tone, and never totally 
celax J Co that the ezpref&on remains when the paffion 
£f /b/pended : thus, an angry, a &(diaii£u\, a. Cubtle^ 
^J>d a Hifpicious temper ^ is difplaytd in <^la»Qi&«t% ^^cafl^ 



9St almoft uftTctjjdUy undttikwiL It. is equally ttvt 
of tlie pleafibg aoi'tbe ioftcr pjiQipii^i, that thftj leavv 
thek fignatttc^,iipon.^tfaf^ c p ugtei ancc whmtfaef oeafii 
to «S : ti»e pBpr^ex^e oi^it)MBfepfJba% thereforft p*o* 
duces a iw^cfuunqal effi^ mpgo ulir «ipc£l,^aiid gives « . 
turn and. exit to the £eatiices^ ^ich jnakes a mcwc fa* 
voiicabk.aodferctbleiaiprcfii»n apun tlte mind of'Othcrs^ . 
ttian an J dum^ produced by aer^ external cmsfes*. : 

N^ker doeff the J^^aoty whicji depeada upon tem^. 
fier and fentimeot^ oqipiUj endanger tbft. pofleibr.^ • 
^- It 1%,'** to ]Die aa^.eaftqm metaphor, l]l(e^^< the towers 
<^ of aclty, ncr);^ii]y,an orpanKiRt^h^t^ dffenpe iV if k^ 
^^inpitet deficfy it a^ once oipntiipiil^vaad refines k ; iti 
rcprefles jvfith ,awe> it ibftfins, witji dqlicacj^ and k wiaa . 
to imitatioo* , Tbq- lov.c^ of .reason aQd , of virtue < is , 
mingled with the love ^o^ beauty j becaufe this beauty, 
is, little mpre thap the en^anation.of intelleflual excel* • 
lence,^ which, is,. not. an ohjeft of corporeal appetite*. 
As it excites a pui;:!Br pafliony it alfo more forcibly en*- 
Iglges to fi4e]ity : every man fiqds himfb.lf more power-, 
fi^lly reftraiivcd from giving pain to goodnefs than tor ^ 
beauty ; and every, look ^of a countenaiH^e in ..which 
they ar.e blended,. ia< which beauty is thciexprefllon of. 
goodnef^ is a iilent reproach pf the firil irregular wifh ^ 
and the purpole ingpediately appears to be dilingenu* 
<His and cruely by which, (h$t tender hope, of ineffible 
affedion would be^difappointed, the pUkc^id confidence 
of unfuipc^fting (impUcity abuCed^^and the peace even 
of virtue endangered by the moft fordid iufi^delity, and^ 
the breach of the (Irongeft obligations* 

But the hogfi of. the hypocrite mull periih. When 

the fia&ipus beauty has laid by het {roW^^ \ ^V^^clV^^ 

iflt/fo-f of .4er eves aqd the.b\gom olYitt c\k^Si'«A Vvi^ 
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loft their influence with their novelty > whit remans 
but a tyrant divefted of power, who will never be 
feen . without a mixture of indignation and diCiain ? 
The only defire which this objed could gratify, will 
be transferred to another, not only without reludance, 
but with ttiumph. As refentment^wili fucceed to dif- 
appointment, a defire to mortify will fucceed to a de- 
fire to pleafe ^ and the hufband may be urged to folii^it 
a miHrefs, merely by a Tememberance of the beauty of 
his wife, which lafled only till (he was known. 

Let it, therefore, be remembered, that none can be 
difciples of the Graces, but in the ichool. of Virtue ; 
Uttd that thofe who wUh to be lovely, muft leara early 
to be good* 



.No. 
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No. LXXXIII. Tuefda7, Auguft 21. 1753. 



Mic.enim debet toto animo a poet a in dijjolationem nodi\ 
agi; eaque pracipua fabula pars eft quce requirit plu^ 
rimum dUigentue. Cicejlo. 

The poet ought to exert hfs whole ftrength and fpirit 
in the folution of his plot \ which is the principal 
part of the fable, and requires the utmoft diligence 
and care. 



Of the three only perfeft Epopees, which, In the com- 
pafs of fo many ages, human wit has been able to pro- 
duce, the condu£): and conflitution of the Odyfley feem 
to be the mod artificial and judicious, 

Ariftotle obferves, that there are two kinds of fables, 
tlie {imple and the complex. A fable in tragic or epic 
poetry, is denominated (imple, when the events it con- 
tains follpw each other in a continued and unbroken 
tenour, without a Recognition or difcovery, and with- 
out a Peripctie or unexpedted change of fortune, A. 
fable caiied com^ltiiy when it conlaiti^\>o\}cv^X\^^^Nvt^ 



$4 ^itt AOVCNTUILE&. No* LXXXIII» 

tnd peripitie. And this great critic, whefe knowledge ' 
of hum^n nature was confummate, determines, that &<- 
bles of the latter ipecies far excel thofe of the former^ 
becaufe they more deeply intcreft, and diore trrefiftiblj 
move the reader, by adding furprife and aftonilhrnent 
^0 every other pafHon which they excite. 

The phtlofopher, agreeably to this obfervdtion, pre- 
fers the Oedipus of Sophotles^ and the Iphigenia in 
Tauris ahd Alcedes of Euripides, to the Ajax, Phi- 
lodtetes, and Medea of the fame Writers, and to the 
Prometheus of Efchyltts : becaufe thefe hit are all 
uncomplicated fables-^ that i8,'the evils atid misfortunes 
that befal the perfimages -reprefenied in thide dxamati 
are' unchangeably contiouad £com the begifining to the 
' end of each piece. 'For the fame reafiinSj the Aibaltah 
^f Racine, and the Meropes of Maffei and Voltaire^ 
are beyond con^OTifon the aioft affieding floriefr'tlua 
have been hatidlcd-by any nnsdern tragic iwriter : the 
difcoveries, that Joas is the king of Ifrael,. and that £«- 
giftus is the Ton of Merope, who hadgufi ordered hii& 
to be murdered, Ate fo unexpected, but yet fo probable, 
that they may juftly be edeeroed very great efforts of 
judgment and genius, and contribute to place thefe two 
'poems at the head of dramatic compofition^. 

The fable of the Odyfiey being conipleX, arid coh- 
laining a dlfcovery and a cliailge in the foftutie of its 
hero, is upon this fingle confid^ration, lexcluflVe'bf its 
other be^iuttes, if tve follow the principles oJF Ariftotle, 
much fuperior to the fables of the Iliad and the ^neid, 
t^hich are both fimple and unadorned with a peripetie 
or recognition. The naked (lory of this poem, ftript 
da}} Its ornBmentSf and of the very namee of the cha- 



ira£Uc8, is exhibited by Aritf otle itt the fi>llowiog pa£» 
lage, which is ultboftlitemlly tranflated* 

'* A man is for feveral yeats abfent fiEosa his home ; 
^^ Neptane cootkiually watches and pcrfectttes him^ 
^ his retinue being deflroyed, he sttkains alone : but 
^* while his eftate is wailing by the fuitors of his wife, 
^* and his fon^s life is plotted againft, he hirn&lf fnd^ 
^* denly ariivci after matiy florms dt fea^diicovexaluiB* 
^* felf to Cam9 of his friends, fidls on the fuitors, efta* 
^' bliihes hftoirelf in &fety, and dcAroys his enemies. 
^' This is what 'is cfiential to the fable 5 the epiibdea 
'** make up the reft." 

From thefe obfervations on ^he nature of the fable 
^of the Odyffey in general, we may proceed to coofidec 
it more minutely. The two chief parts of every epic 
fable are its Intrigue or Plot, and its JSolotioa or Un* 
ravelling* The intrigne is finsned by a complicatioa 
wof different interefts ^hxch keep the mind of the read- 
er in a pleafing fii^ence, and fill him with anziottB- 
ivifhesto fee the obfiacles that oppofe the defigns of 
the hero, happily removed. The folution coafiils in re- 
moving thefe difficulties, in fatisfying the curiofity of 
the reader b^ the completion of the intended action, 
•and in 4eaving his mind in perfed repofe^ without ex* 
^e£latioB of any farther event. Both of thefe (hould 
arife naturally and eafily out of the very effence and 
fubje^. of the poem -itfelf, ihonld not be deduced from, 
•circumftanpes foreign and extrinfical, ihould be at tho 
fame time probable yet wonderful. 

The anger of Neptune, who refeated the poniihment 
"Which Ulyffes had infiided on his fon Polypheme, !». 
duces him to prevent the return of the hero to Ithaca, 
by drilling him fcom country to country by viale?otc 
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tempefts ; and from this indignation of Neptane is 
formed the intrigue of the Odyffej in the firft paft 
of the poem ; that is, in plain profe, ^' what more na- 
** tural and ufual obftacle do they encounter who take 
** long voyages, than the violence of winds and ftorms ?** 
The plot of the fecond part of the poem is founded on 
circumftances equally probable and natural j on the 
unavoidable c£Fe6ts of the long abfence of a maOer, 
whofe return was defpaired of, the infolence of hrs fer- 
vants, the dangers to which his wife and his fon were 
expofed, the ruin of his edate, and the diforder of his 
kingdom. 

The addrefs and art of Homer in the gradual folu- 
tion of this plot, by the mod probable and eafy expe- 
dients, are equally viorthy our admiration and applaufe. 
Ulyfies is driven by a temped to the ifland of the Phae- 
acians, where he is gencroufly and hofpitably received.' 
During a banquet which Alcinous the king has pre- 
pared for him, the poet mod artfully contrives that the 
bard Demodocus fhould iing the deflru6lion of Troy. 
At the recital of his pad labours, and at hearing the 
names of bis old companions, from whom he was now 
feparated, bur hero could no longer contain himfelf, 
but burds into tears and weeps bitterly. The curio- 
fity of Alcinous being excited by this unaccountable 
forrow, he intreats Ulyffcs to difcovcr who he is, and 
what he has fuffered , which requed furnidies a mod 
proper and probable occafion to the hero to relate a 
long feries of adventures in the four following books j 
an occafion much more natural than that which induces 
/Lneas to communicate his hidory to Dido. By this 
judicious conduft, Homer taught his fucceffdrs the art- 
Ay manner of entering abruptly itvto the xnic^ of the 
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aftion'; and of making the. reader acquamted wiih At 
previous clrcumftaaoet by a narrative from' the hero* 
The Phasacianty a people fend of ftrabge amofing tales,' 
rcfbl^d to fit out a (hip for the diftreffifid hero, as a re-' 
ward for the entertainment he has giip^n them. When 
he arrives in Ithaca, his abfenee, his age, and his tra* 
vels, render him totally unknown to all but his faith- 
ful dog Argus : he then puts on a difguife, that he 
may be the better enabled to furprife and to punilh 
the riotous fuitors, and to re-eftabli(h the tranquillity 
of his kingdom* The reader thinks that Ulyfles is fre* 
quently on the point of being difcovered, particularly 
when he engages in the fhooting^match with the fuit« 
ors, and when he enters into converfation with Pene- 
lope in the nioeteentb book, and perfonates a fi£iitiou8 
charader ^ but he is dill judiciouily difappointed, and 
the fufpenfe is kept up as long as pofTible. And at 
laft when his nurfe'Euriclea difcovftrs him by the fear 
in his thigh, it is a circun^ftance fo iimple and fo natu- 
ral, that notwithftandlng Ariftotle places thefe recog- 
Bttioas by Signs and Tokens, below tfaofe that are ef- 
feded by Reafoning, as in the Oedipus and Iphigenia j 
yet it ought ever to be remembered,, that' Homer was 
the original from whom this finking method of' nnra- 
velUng a fable, by a difcovery and a peripetie, was 
manifeftly borrowed. The doubts and fears pf Pene- 
lope left Ulyfles v^as not in reklity her huiband, and the 
tendemefs and endearments that enfue upon her con- 
vi6tion that he is, render the furprife and fatisfiftion 
of the deader complete. 

>.^p6n the whole, thie Odyffey is a poem that exhi- 
bct»49>b fineft leffons of molality, it&e m<^& c;T\V7t\.<wa- 
log vMikityr 0{ (tetitt and events, tV» tctffit '^ev^i %sA 

' Vol. III. E toXwN. 
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mtiind pifturet of civil and domeftic life, the trueft 
zeprefenUtien of the manners and cufioms of antiqui* 
tjT) tnd the jufieft ^tlern of a legitimate Epoqpee-: 
and is, tbei efore, peculiarly ufeful to tboTe, «who are 
animated bj the noble ambition of adorning humanity 
hj living or hj writing welL 
. Z. 
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»To/le peneulam^ 



Jam vaga proJUut frttnis natura remotir* Hcnu 

i But take the danger and the fhame away, 
And vagrant nature bounds upon her prey* 

Fjuuicis. 

To the ADVBMTV]LKa« 

L SIR, - 

It has been obferved, I think^ by Sir William Teta- 
ple, andafter him by almoft every other writer, that £n|^' 
JoadttSords a grtUct raiiciy o( c\kai9kGUx% ykn^V^ut xtSt 
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of the world. This is afcribed to the liberty prevail- 
ing axnongft us, which gives every man the privilege 
of being wife or foolifli his own way, and preferves 
him from the neceflity of hy^ocrify or the fervility of 
imitation. 

That the po0tion itielf is true, I am not completely 
fieitisfied. To be nearly acquainted with the people of 
different countries can happen to very few ^ and in life, 
as in every thing elfe beheld at a didanoe, there ap* 
pears an even uniformity : the petty difcriminations 
which diverfify the natural chara6ter, are not difco* 
verable but by a clofe infpedlion ; we, therefore, findjthem 
moft at home, becaufe there we have mod opportuni- 
ties of remarking them. Much le(s am I convinced, 
that this peculiar diverQfication, if it be real, is the 
confequence of peculiar liberty ^ for where is the go- 
vernment to be found that fuperintends individuals 
with fo much vigilance, a« not to leave their private 
coDdu£t without rellraint ? Can it enter into a reafon* 
able mind to imagiae that men of every other aation ore 
aot equally maflers of their own time or houfes with our* 
{elves, and equally at liberty to be parfimonious or pro- 
fufe, frolic or fuUen, abftioent or luxurious ? Liberty 
11 certainly neceflary to the full play of predominant 
humourf-^ but fuch liberty is to be found alike under 
the government of the many or the few, in monarchies 
or in ccmimonwealths. * 

How readily the predominant paflion fnatches an in- 
terval of liberty, and how fad it expands itfelf, when 
the weight of reftraint.is taken away, I had lately an 
opportunity to difcover, as I took a journey into the 
country in a ftage coach ', whicb^ as tNtrj y^^tt^^'s \%^ 
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kind of adventure, may be very properly related to 
you, though I can difplay no fuch extraordinary aflem-' ' 
bly as Cervantes has colleded at Don Quixote's inn. 

In a flage-coach the paffengers are for the moft part 
v?holly unknown to one another, and without expec« 
tation of ever meeting again when their journey it at 
an end 5 one (hould, therefore, imagine, that it was oi 
little importance to any of them, what conjedures the 
reft (hould form concerning him. Yet fo it is, that at 
all think themfelvcs fecure from detedion, all aflame 
that chara6^er of which they are moft defirous, and oil 
no occafion is the general ambition of fuperiority more 
apparently indulged. 

On the day of our departure, in the twilight of the 
morning, I afcended the vehicle with three men |ind 
two women, my fellow-travellers. It was eafyv to ob« 
ferve the aflFeded elevation of mien with which every 
one entered, and the fupercilous civility with which 
they paid their compliments to each other. When the 
lirft ceremony was difpatched, we fat ftlent for a long 
time, all employed in colleding importance into our 
faces, and endeavouring to ftrike reverence and fiih- 
miffion into our companions. 

It is always obfervable that iilence propagates itfelf, 
and that the longer talk has been fufpended the more 
difficult it is tofindany thing to fay. We beg^n now to 
wifli for converfation^ but no one feemed inclined to de- 
fcendfrom his dignity, or firft propofea topic of difcourfe. 
At laft a corpulent gentleman, who had equipped him- 
felf for this expedition with a fcarlet furtout and e 
large hat with a broad lace, drew out his watch, look- 
ed oa it in jfilence, and then held it dangling at his 
£nget. This was^ I fuppofei vnvdcxdoodk \rj ^ >^ 
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company at- an iovitation to afk the time of the day, 
but nobody appeared 16 heed hU overture y and his de- 
fire to be talking £o far overcame his refentment, 
that he let us know of his own accord that it was paft 
.five, and that in two hours we (hould be at breafc- 
faft. 

His condefceafion was thrown away ) we continued 
.all obdurate j the ladies held up their heads ; I amuf- 
ed myfelf with watching their behaviour ^ and of the o^ 
ther twoy on cfeemed to employ himfelf in counting the 
trees as we drove by them, the other drew his hat over 
bis eyes and coantcrfeited a (lumber. The man of be- 
nevolence, to (hew that he wa» not deprefled by our 
mc|;le^y hummed a tune and beat time upon his fnuff* 
box. 

Thus univer(ally dlfyltdkd with one another, and 
.not much delighted with ourfeivcs, we came at lad to 
the little inn appointed for our rcpad^ and all began 
at once to recompenfe themfelves for the conftraint of 
•filence, by innttmetable queftions and orders to the 
people that attended us* At lail, what eteryOnehad cal- 
led for was got, or declared impo(&ble to be got at that 
time, and we were perfuaded to fit round the fame 
table 'f when the gentleman in the red furtout lodged 
again upon his watch, told ut that we had half an hour 
to fpare, but he was lorry to fee fo little merriment 
among us ^ that i|ll fellow-travellers were for the time 
upon the level, and that it was his way to make himfelf 
one of the company, '* I remember,^' (ays he, '* it was on 
** juft fuch a morning as this, that I and my Lord Mum- 
'^ ble and the Duke of Tenterden were out upon a ram-^ 
^' ble : we trailed at a little houfe as iX. tcii^\.\^^v^S 
'' Mad mj landlady, I warrant you, noX, taS-^^^yc^^ ^^ 
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** whom file was talking, was fo jocular and facetiouf, 
** and made fo many merry angers to cor queAions, 
** that we were all ready to burfl with laughter* At 
^ laft the good woman happening to overhear me 
** whiiper the duke and call him by hit title, was fo 
** rurprifed and confounded, that we could fcarceljr 
^ get a word from her ; and the duke never met me 
^ from that day to this, but he talks of the Uttk 
** houfe, and quarrels with mc for terrifying the l«nd- 
^ lady." 

He had fcarcely time to congiatnlate himfelf on the 
yeneration which this narrative mufi have procured 
Ikkn firom the company^ when one of the ladies having 
veached out for a pUte on a ^ifiant part of the Ublt, 
began to rematk ** the inconveniences of travelling, tnd 
^ the difficulty whicli they who never fat tt home 
** without a great number of attendants found in per- 
** forming for themfelvss fuch offices as the road re« 
** quired ^ but thftt people of quality often travelled in 
** diigmfe, and might be generally known from the 
.<( vulgar by their condefcenfion to poor inn-keepers, 
'■ ** and the allowance which they made for any defeft 
^* in theircntertainment ; that for her part, while the pe a« 
** pie were civil and meant well, it was never her cnf^ 
** torn to find fault, for one was not to expcd upon a 
** journey all that one enjoyed at one^s own houfe/' 

A general emulation ieemed now Xb be excited. One 
of the men, who had hitherto faid nothing, called for 
the laft news-paper ; and having perufed it awhile witk- 
dcep peniivenefs, ** It is impoflible,^' fays be, ^^ for 
-** any man to guefs how to a6i with regard to the 
*' J^ocks : JaA week it was the general opinion that 
J^ thcf would fall ; and 1 told ouX tvtuty xVw^>^^Tk4. 
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** pounds in order to t purchafe : they have now rifely 
^ unezpededlj ; and I make no donbt, but at my rc- 
^ turn to London I (hall riik. thirty thoufand pounds 
**' among them again.^ 

A young man, who had hitherto diftingidihed hinv- 
felfonlyby the viTadty of .his looks, and a frequent 
diverfiott of his eyes from one objeft to another, upoti 
this clofed his fnckff-boXy and told us, that ** he had a 
** hundred timey talked with the chancellor and the 
^ judges-^on the fubje6b of the flocks-; that- for his part 
^ he did* not pretend to be well acquainted^ with the 
** principles on which they were eftablilhed, but had 
^ always heard them reckoned pernicious to ti^de, uncer - 
^ tain in their produce, and unfolid- in their foundation*; 
^ and that he had been advifed by three judges, his 
** moft intimate friendv, never to venture his monejr 
*^ in the funds, but to put it out upon land- fecurity^ 
^ tiH he- could light upon an eftate- in- his own coun- 
^ try.»^ 

It might be ezpe^ked, th^t upon thefe glimpfes of 
latent dignitj^ we (hould all have began to look round 
as with veneration ; and have behaved like the princes 
of romance, when the inchantment that difguifes theai 
is diilblved, and they difcover the dignity of each o^ 
aber: yet it happened- that none of thefe hints made 
much impreilion on the company ; every one was ap« 
parently fuipe6fced of endeavouring to impofe falfe ap« 
pearances upon the reft ; all continued their haughti- 
nefs in hopes to enfbice their claiaas ; and all grew 
every hooc more fuUen, becaufe they found their re« 
prefentafeiont of tbemfel ves without effed. 

Thus we travelled on four days V\x\i m^c^c^^ci^^ 
perpetuBlfy increafing, and without an^ «,xv^e«^o\i.x\s^»x 
to outvie each other in fuperciUoufatU «a^ tx^^*^^ 

E4 
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and when any 'two of ul could fcparate ourfelTey for a 
jnomenty we vented our indignation at the faudnedi of 
the reft. 

At length the journey was at an end ^ and time and 
ch)ipice| that drip oS all difguifesy have difcovered, that 
.the intimate of lords and dukes is a nobleman's butler, 
.who has furniihed a (hop with the money he has faved> 
the man who deals fo largely in the funds, is a clerk of 
..a broker in 'Change-alley j the lady who &> carefully 
concealed her quality, keeps a cook-ihop behind the 
Exchange^ and the young man, who is jib happy in 
thefriendfhipof the judges, engroffes and tranfcribes for 
bread in n garret of the Temple. Ofoneof the women 
only I^uld make no difadvantageous deteSion, becaufe 
ihehad aflumed no charader, but accommodated herfelf 
to the fcene before her, without any flruggle for di£i 
tindion or fuperiority. 

I could not forbear to refled. on the folly of pradif- 
ing a fraud, which, as the event (hewed, had been al- 
ready pradifed too ofteo tO fucceed, and by tfhe fuccefs 
of which no advantage could have been obtained ^ 6f 

. afiuroing a character, which was to end with the day; 
and of claiming upon falfe pretences, honours which 
muft perifh with the breath that paid them. 

But, Mr. Adventurer, let not thofe who laugh at 
me and my companions, think this folly confined to a 

- Aage coach. Every man in the journey of life takes 

'the fame advantage of the ignorance of his fellow-tra- 
vellers, difguifes himfelf in counterfeited merit, and 
hears thofe praifes with complacency which his con- 
fcience reproaches him for accepting. Every man de- 

ceives bimfclf, while he thinks he is deceiving others ; 
and forgets that the time is at la^nd wYitti ^^let^ Vi\>a.^<ac^ 
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(hall cea&y when fiditSous excellence (hall be torn a^ 
wnjf and All muft be flicwn to All in their real e- 
fiate. 
T. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

ViAToa. 
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•^W cufu opiaiam curfu contingere inetam, 

Multa tulu fteUfue fmer^ $ Hini.. 

The 7 oath, who bopea th* Olympic prize to gain. 
All arts mud try^ and every toil fuftain. 

FnAHOiS. 

It ii obferved by Bacon^ that ^' reading makes a {nil 
^' man, converfation a ready man, and writing an ei6- 
« aft man.'* 

As Bacon attained to degrees of knowledge fcarcely 
trer reached by any other man, the dire£lions. whi^ 
he giyet lor ttuij have certainly:, il ju& c\Bata Ao ^aKvc 

E 5. xtV^^> 
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regard ^ for who can teacb an art with fo great ftttthi>- 
rity, as he that pradifed it with undifputed fucceft > 

Under the protection of fb great a name, I ihally 
therefore, venture to inculcate to my ingenious con- 
temporaries, the neceility of reading, the fitnefs of con- 
fultiag other underflandings than their own, and of 
confidering the fentiroent and opinions of thofe who^ 
however negleded in the prefent age, had in their 
own times, and many of them a long time afterwards, 
fuch reputation for knowledge and acutene&, as will 
fcarcely ever be attained by thofe that delpife thera. 

An opinion has iof late been, I know not how, pro* 
pagated among us, that libraries are filled only with 
ufelefs lumber > that men of parts Hand in need of no 
afliflance > and that tg fpesd life in poring upon books^ 
is only to imbibe prejudices, to ob(lru6b and embarra& 
the powers of nature, to cultivate memory at the ex- 
pence of judgment,, and to bury reafbn under a chaos 
of indigefted learning. 

Such is the talk of many who think themfelves 
wife, and of Ibme who are thought wife by otfters ^ 
of whom part probably believe their own tenets, and 
part may be juftly fufpedled of endeavouring to (helter 
their ignorance in multitudes, and of wiihing to dc* 
firoy that reputation which they have no- hc^ts to 
ihare.. It will, I believe, be found invariably troc, 
that learning was never decried by any learned man ^ 
mnd what credit can be given to thofe, who venture to 
condemn that which they do not know ? 

If reafon has the power afcribed to it by its advo- 
cates, if fb much is to be difcovered' by attention and 
taeditation, it is hard to believe, that fo many millionsi 
egualJ/ participating of tht bouaXvt% ^C nature with 
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cuTfel?es, have been for ages opon ages meditating la 
Tain : if the wits of the prefent time exped the regard 
of poderity, which will then inherit the reafon which 
is now thought fuperior to inftru^ion, furely, thej 
uoMj allow themfelves to be inftruded by the reafon of 
■former generations. When^ therefore, an author de- 
claret, that he has been able to learn nothing from the 
writings of his predeceflbrs, and fuch a declaration has 
been made, nothing but a degree of arrogance unpar- 
donable in the greateft human under (landing, can hini- 
der him from perceiving that he is raifing prejudices 
tgainft his own performance } for with what hopes o€ 
faccefs can he attempt that in which greater abilities 
have hitherto mifcarried ? or with what peculiar force 
does he fuppofe himfelf invigorated, that difHculties 
hitherto invincible fhould give way before him ? 

Of thofe whom providence has qualified to make any 
additions to human knowledge, ^e number is ex- 
tremely fmall 'f and what can be added by each fingle 
nind, eveir of this fuperior clafs, is very little : the 
greateA part of mankind muil owe all their knowledge, 
and all muft ewe far the larger part of it to the infor- 
mation of others. To underftand the works of cele- 
brated authors, to comprehend their fyftems, and retain 
their reafbnings, is a talk more than eqpal to common 
intelledbs > and he is by no means to be accounted ufe- 
lefs or idle, who has flored his mind with acquired 
hnowledge, and can detail it occafiohallj to others 
who have lefa leifure or weaker abilities. 

Perfius has juftly obferved, that knowledge is no- 
thing to him who is^ not known by others to poflefs it : 
to the fcholar himfelf it is nothing with refped either 
to hoDOiis or advantage, for the Nf w\& v^tXAioX \««%s^ 

£6 "9^^ 
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thofe qualities which are concealed from it ; with »• 
fpefl to others, it is nothing, becaute it affords no help 
to ignorance or error. 

It is with juftice, therefore, that in an accompliflied 
charader, Horace unites juft fentiments with the power 
of eipreifing them j and he that has once accumulated 
learning, is next to confider, how he ihtU moft widelj 
diffufe, and moft agreeably impart it. 

A ready man is made by contrerfation. He that 
buries himfelf among his manufcripts *^ befprent,^* as 
Pope ezprefies it, '* with learned duft/' and wears out 
his days and nights in perpetual refearch and fblitary 
meditation, is too apt to lofe in his elocution what, he 
tdds to his wifdom j and when he comes into the 
world, to appear overloaded with his own notions, like 
a man armed with weapons which he caanot wield. 
He has no facility of inculcating his fpeculations, of 
adapting himfelf to the various degrees of intelled 
which the acciJents of converfation will prefentf 
but will talk to moft unintelligibly, and to all unplea<- 
fantly. 

I was once prefent at the ledlures of a profound phi- 
losopher, a man really fkilled in the fcience which he 
i^rofeffed, who having occafion to explain the terma 
€p4i4um ^ndi pelhicUumy told us, after . fome hcfitatioov 
that ppacum was, as one might fay, opake^ and that 
pellucidum fignified pellucid. Such was the dexterity 
with which this learned reader facilitated to his audiv 
tors the intricacies of fcience \ and fo true is it, that % 
man may know what he cannot teach> 

Boerhaave complains,' that the writers who haVe 

treated of chemiftry before him, are ufelefs to the 

gttBterpart of AudentSi becaufe.they pre-iuppofe their 
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readers to baTe fuch degrees of ikill as are not often 
be found* Into the fame error are all men apt to fa 
viho have familiarized any fubjedi to themfclves in ; 
4itude : they dtfcourfe, as if they thought every otl 
man had been employed in the fame inquiries, and c 
peA that (hort hints and obfcure illuiions will prodv 
in others the fime tssin of ideas which they excite 
themfclves. 

Nor is this the only inconvenience which the m 
of ftudy fuffers from a reclufe life. When he me 
with an opinion that pleafes him^ he catches it up wi 
eagernefs ^ looks only after fuch arguments as tend 
his confirmation, or fpares hrmfelf the trouble of C 
-cuffion, and adopts it with very little proof > indul{ 
it long without fufpicion, and in time unites it to 1 
general body of hb Icnowledge, and treafures it 
among inconteftible truths: but when he comes ii 
the world among . men, who, arguing upon diffimi 
"principles, have been led to different conclufions, a 
being placed in various fituations, view the fame ii 
jeft on many fides ^ he finds his darling pofition 
tacked, and himfeif in no condition to defend it : h: 
-ing. thought always in one train, he is in the date 
a maUi who, having fenced always with tho fame m 
Cer, is perplexed and amazed by a new pofture of 
antagonift y he is entangled in unexpe^ed difficult] 
he isharafled by fudden cbjedions, he is unprovi( 
with folntions or replies, his furprife impedes his i 
'tutal powers of reafoning, his thonghts are fcatte: 
and confounded,, and he gratifies the pride of airy 
tulance with an eafy vi6lory. 

It is difficult to imagine, with what obftinacy tm 
which one mind perceives almofit by \\iX>3iVtf3iti^ ^'''^ 
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rejedled bj anotber ^ and how mtny artifices muft bisr 
.pradxfedy to procure admiflion for the moft cTident 
propofitioas into underftandings frighted by their no* 
velty, or hardened again ft them by accidental preju- 
dice ', it can fcarcely be conceived, how frequently, ta 
thefe extenporaaeous contxovcrfies, the dull will be 
iubtile, and the acute abfiird ^ how often ftupidity wiU 
elude the force of argument, by involving itfelf in it» 
own gloom > and mifiaken ingenuity wiU weave art* 
fill fallaciesi which xeafoa caor fcarcely find means to 
difentanglc* 

In thefe encounters the learning of the reclufe ufually 
fails him : nothing but long habit and frequent experi- 
ments can confer the power of changing a pofition into^ 
various forms, prefenting il in different points of view, 
conneding it with known and granted truths, fortifying 
It with intelligible arguments, and illuftrating it by upt 
fimilitudes > and he, therefore, that has colleded hU 
knowledge in folitude, muft learn its^ application by 
mixing with mankind. 

But while the various opportunities of converfatioa 
invite us to try every mode of argument, and every 
' art of recommending our fentiments, we are frequent 
ly betrayed to the ufe of fuch as are not ia themfelvos 
firiftly defenfible : a man heated in talk, and* eager 
of vidlory, takes advantage of the-miftakes or ignorance 
of his adveriary, lays hold of concefiions to which he 
knows he has no right, and urges^ proofs likely to pre- 
▼ail on his opponent, though he knows himfelf that 
they have no force : thus the feverity of reafon 
is relaxed, many topics are accumulated,, but with- 
out juft arrangement or diftin^ion i we learn to 
AtUfy oitrfelves with tatiocinatioa as filences o« 
tbcrs ^ and feldom xtcal to u ^<ol^ uMSAsvl^tk^ 
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that diicourfe whicb kas gratified our vanity with vic« 
tory and applaofe. 

Some caution, therefore, muft be ufed, left copiout 
nefs and facility be made tef» valuable by inaccuracy 
and confufion. To fix the thoughts by writing, and 
fnbje^ them to frequent examinations and reviews, is 
the beft method of enabling the mind to detedt its own 
fophifms, and keep it on guard againft the fallacies 
which it prafiifes oa others ^ in converfation we na- 
turally diffufe our thoughts, and in writing we con- 
trad them ', method is the excellence of writing, and 
iiuconftraint the grace of conveifation. 

To read, write^ and converfe in due proportions, is, 
therefore, the bufinefs.of a man of letters« For all 
thefe there is not often equal opportunity } excellence, 
therefore, is not often attainable ; and moft men fail 
in one or other of the ends propofed, and are full with- 
out readinefs, or ready without exadtnefs. Some defi- 
ciency muft be forgiven all, becaufe all are men ) and 
more muft be allowed to pafs uncenfured in the greater 
part of the world, becaufe none ean confer upoa him- 
felf abilities, and few have the choice of fituations pro- 
per for the improvement of thofe which nature has 
bcftbwed : it is, howeyer, reafonable, to have perfedlioa 
in ouff eye y that w« may alwaya advance towards it, 
though we know it never can be reached^ 
T. 
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CMCubitu prohibere vago. HoRi 

The wandering wi(h of lawleft love fuppreft.^ 

Francmi 



To the Adventurer.. 
SIR, 

Xo indulge that refllefs impatience which every- raan- 
feels to relate incidents by which the paflions have 
been greatly affeded, and communicate idea» that 
have been forcibly imprefled, 1 have given you tomit 
account of my life, which> without farther apology or 
introdudlion, may, perhaps, be favourably received in 
an Adventurer. \ 

My mother died when I was^ very young y and my 

father, who was a naval commander, and had, there* 

fore, no opportunity to fuperintend my conduct, placed 

iAe at a grammzx fchool, and aitttH^^i&% tt,iaAyed me 
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to the ttDiverfity.^ At fchool the number* bf boys was 
£> grett, that to regulate our morals was impoffible ^ 
and at the univerfity, even my learning contributed to 
the diflblutenefs of my manners* As I was an only 
child, my -father had always allowed me more money 
than I knew how to lay out, other wife than in the 
gratification of my vices : I had fometimes^ indeed^ 
been reftruned, by a general fenfe of. right and wrongs 
•but I now oppofed the rcmonftrances of confexence by 
•the cavils of fophiftry j and having learned of fome ce- 

r 

^brated philofophers, as well ancient as modern^ to 
prove that nothing is good but pleafure, I became a 
irake upon principle* 

. My father died in the fame year with queen Anutf^ 
a few months before I became of age, and left me a 
-very eonfiderable fortune in the funds. I immediately 
quitted the nniveriityy and came to London, which I 
confidered as the great mart of pleafure^ and as I 
could afford to deal largely, I wifely determined not 
to endanger my capital. I prcje^ed a fcheme of life 
that was mod agreeable to my temper, >which was ra- 
ther fedate than volatile, and regulated my expences 
with the OBconomy of a philofopher. • I found that my 
favourite appetites might be gratified with greater con- 
venience and lefs fcandal, in proportion as my life was 
more private : inftead, therefore, of incumbering myfelf 
with a family, I took the fir ft floor of a houfe which 
was let into lodgings, hired one fervant, and kept a 
brace of geldings at a livery ftable. I con ft antly fre- 
quented the theatres, and found my principles conr- 
firmed by almoft every piece that was reprefented, 
particularly my refolution never to mait^% \\ic.Q»&A- 
tlf, indeed, the a&lon terminaled m xnvcxv^^^S \)NsxSx 
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was genera]] J the carriage of a rake, who gave 19 
liberty with relu^kance, as the only eicpedtent to n 
ver a fortune ', and the hafband and wife of the dn 
were wretches whofe example juftified thi» relndai 
•nd appeared to be exhibited for no other purpoie tl 
to warn mankind, that, whatever may be pvefumed 
thole whom indigence has made defpcratey to siarr 
to forfeit the quiet, independence^ and felicity of lil 
In this courfe I had continued twenty ycarti w 
out having impaired my conftitntion, leilened my : 
tune, or incumbered myfelf with an illegetimate 
fpring ^ when a girl about eighteen, juft aniTed f 
the country, was hired as a chambermaid by the ] 
fi>n who kept the houfe in which I lodged : the na 

|h beauty of health and fimplicity in this young creati 

had fuch an tSt€t upon my imagination, that I p 

. tifed every art to debauch her^ and at length : 

<!( ceeded. 

I found it convenient lot her to continue in 
houfe, and therefore made no propofal of removing 
into lodgings : but after a few months (he found 1 
felf with child ;. a difcovery whicb interrupted the 
dolence of my fenfuality, and made me repent my 
difcretion : however, as I would not incur my i 
cenfure by ingratitude or inhumanity, I provided 
a lodging and attendants ^ and (he wa» at length d 
vered of a daughter. The cluld I regarded a» a i 
incumbrance ^ for though I did not confider myfel 
under parental or conjugal obligations, yet I could 
think myfelf at liberty wholly to abandon either 
mother or the infant. To the mother, indeed, I 
flill fome degree of inclination } though 1 (hould 1: 
been heartily coateot never to liave feen her agair 
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I could at once have been freed from any farther trou* 
ble about her ^ but as fomething was to be done, I 
was willing to keep her within xnj reach, at l«aft till 
flie could be fubfervient to my pleafure no longer : the 
dtiWd, however, I would have fcnt away ; but {he en- 
treated me to let her fuckle it, with an importunity 
which I could not refill. After much thinking, K 
jklaced her in a little (bop in the fubnrbs ; which I far- 
nifhed, at the expence of about twenty pounds, with 
; chandlery ware ; commodities of which (he had ibme 
I -knowledge, as her father was a petty (hopkeeper ia 
(•the country. She reported, that her hufband had been 
. killed in an engagement at fea ^ and that his pay, 
which ihe had been impowered to receive by his will, 
liad porchafed her flock. I now thought I had dis- 
charged tyeij obligation, as I had enabled her to fub» 
fifty at leaA as well as (he could have done by her la^ 
l>our in the ftation in which I found her^ and as often 
«8 I had an inclination to fee her, I fent for her to a 
l>a£^nioi. 

But thefe inten^ews did not produce the pteafure 
'vbich I expeded : her affe6lion for rae was too tender 
«nd delicate ^ (he often wept in fpight of all her ef- 
fi>rts againft it j and could not forbear telling me ftoriet 
«>£ her little girl, with the fond prolixity of a mother, 
^when I wiflied to regard her only as a niftrefs* Thefe 
incidents at once touched me with compun^ioo, and 
quenched the appetite which I had intended to gratify : 
sny vifits, therefore, became lefs frequent : but (he ne- 
ver fent after me when I was abfent, nor reproached 
me, otherwife than by tears of tendernefs when (he faw 
xne again* 
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was generally the viarriajg;e of a rake, who gave 19 )m 
liberty with relu£kance, as the only eiprdient to reco> 
ver a fortune j and the hafband and wife of the draaii 
were wretches whofe example juftified thiv reluAancc^ 
•nd appeared to be exhibited for no other purpofe thia 
to warn mankind, that, whatever may be pvefomed hf 
thole whom indigence has made defpcratey to many ii 
to forfeit the quiet, independence^ and felicity of liCb 

In this courfe I had continued twenty years, widi- 
out having impaired my conftitotion, leflened my foi^ 
tune, or incumbered myfelf with an illegetimate of* 
fpring ^ when a girl about eighteen, juft .arrived bam 
the country, was hired as a chambermaid by the pcv* 
fi>n who kept the houfe in which I lodged : the natiie 
beauty of health and fimplicity in this young creature^ 
had fuch an tSt€t upon my imagination, that I pra^ 
tifed every art to debauch her, and at length fii0> 
ceeded. 

I found it convenient tot her to continne m tbe 
houfe, and therefore made no propofal of removing her 
into lodgings : but after a few months (he found her* 
felf with child ^ a difcovery which interrupted the iik* 
dolence of my fenfuality, and made me repent my ia- 
difcretion : however, as I would not incur my owa 
cenfure by ingratitude or inhumanity, I provided her 
a lodging and attendants ^ and (he was at length deli- 
vered of a daughter. The child I regarded as a new 
incumbrance } for though I did not confider myfelf ai 
under parental or conjugal obligations, yet I could not 
think myfelf at liberty wholly to abandon either the 
mother or the infant. To the mother, indeed, I had 
Hill fome degree of incUnation \ though I (hould have 
been heartily coatent nevei to Wn^ ^«i^Tv>aftx ^-^ui^M 
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I could at once have been freed from any farther trou** 
ble about her ; but as fomething was to be done, I 
was willing to keep her witHln xnj reach, at l«aft till 
flie could be fubfervient to my pleafure no longer : the 
child, however, I would have fent away ; but {he en« . 
treated me to let her fuckle it, with an importanity 
which I could not refift. After much thinking, K 
placed her in a little (hop in the fnbnrbs ; which I fiar- 
Difhed, at the expence of about twenty pounds, with 
chandlery ware ^ commodities of which (he had fome 
-knowledge, as her father was a petty (hopkeeper ia 
the. country. She reported, that her hulband had been 
killed in an engagement at fea ; and that his pay, 
which flie had been impowered to receive by his will, 
bad porchafed her flock. I now thought I had dis- 
charged every obligation, as I had enabled her to fub» 
£ft, at lead as well as (he could have done by her la« 
bour in the ftation in which I found her y and as oftea 
as I had an inclination to fee her, I fent for her to a 
bagniob 

But thefe interviews did not produce the pteafure 
which I expeded : her affe6^ion for rae was too tender 
and delicate ^ (he often wept in fpight of all her ef- 
forts againft it j and could not forbear telling me (lories 
of her little girl, with the fond prolixity of a mother, 
when I wi(hed to regard her only as a niftrefs. Thefe 
incidents at once touched me with compua^ioA, and 
quenched the appetite which I had intended to gratify : 
my vi(its, therefore, became lefs frequent ; but (he ne- 
ver fent after me when I was abfent, nor reproached 
me, otherwife than by tears of tendernefs when (he faw 
me ag^in. 
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Jf In this Gourfe I had continued twenty yc; 



;^ f out having impaired my conftitutiony leflenc 



tune, or incumbered myfelf with an illeget 
fpring } when a girl about eighteen, juft an 
the country, was hired as a chambermaid b 
fbn who kept the houfe in whfch I lodged : i 
beauty of health and fimplicity in this young 
had fuch an tSt€t upon my imagination, th 
tifed every art to debauch her^ and at Ic 
4 ceeded. 

I found it convenient tot her to contin 
houfe, and therefore made no propofal of ren 
into lodgings : but after a few months (he i 
ielf with child ^ a difcovery which interrupt 
dolence of my fenfuality, and made me repe 
difcretion : however, as I would not incu 
cenfure by ingratitude or inhumanity, I pre 

I lU. a lodging and attendants ^ and fhe was at lei 

^ vered of a daughter. The child I regarded 

incumbrance } for though I did not confider 
under parental or conjugal obligations, yet I 

I ■ think myfelf at liberty wholly to abandon 

i;, mother or the infant. To the mother, inde 

/lill fame degree of inclination \ though I (h 

^ Jbeen ieartily content nevei to \\«LN^^«itTv\w^ 
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I could at once have been freed firoxn any farther trou** 
ble about her $ but as fomething was to be done, I 
was willing to keep her witHln xnj reach, at l«aft till 
flie could be fubfervient to my pleafure no longer : the 
child, however, I would have fent away } bnt {he en« . 
treated me to let her fuckle it, with an importunity 
ffhich I could not relift. After much thinking, K 
placed her in a little (hop in the fubarbs ; which I fiar- 
Difhed, at the expence of about twenty pounds, with 
chandlery ware ; commodities of which (he had fome 
'knowledge, as her father was a petty (hopkeeper ia 
• the country. She reported, that her hulband had been 
killed in an engagement at fea } and that his pay, 
which ihe had been impowered to receive by hu will, 
bad purchafed her flock. I now thought I had dis- 
charged every obligation, as I had enabled her to fub» 
£ft, at leaA as well as (he could have done by her la^ 
bour in the ftation in which I found her y and as oftea 
as I had an inclination to fee her, I fent for her to a 
bagniob 

But thefe interviews did not produce the pteafure 
which I ezpeded : her affe6lion for rae was too tender 
and delicate ', (he often wept in fpight of all her ef- 
forts againft it ^ and could not forbear telling me (lories 
of her little girl, with the fond prolixity of a mothect 
when I wi(hed to regard her only as a mi(lre(s. Thefe 
incidents at once touched me with compun^iofi, and 
quenched the appetite which I had intended to gratify : 
my vifits, therefore, became lefs frequent : but (he ne- 
ver fent after me when I was abfent, nor reproached 
me, otherwife than by tears of tendernefs when (he faw 
me ag^in. 
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was generally tlie carriage of a rake, who gave up hi» 
liberty with relu^kance, as the obIj eipedient to reco* 
ver a fortune ; and the hafband and wife of the drama 
were wretches whofe example joftified thia relii£i)ancey 
•nd appeared to be exhibited for no other fnirpofe than 
to warn mankind, that, whatever may be piefumed by 
thofe whom indigence has made defpcrate, to marry is 
to forfeit the quiet, independence^ and felicity of life. 

In this courfe I had continued twenty years, with* 
out having impaired my conftitotion, leflened my for* 
tune, or incumbered myfelf with an illegetimate o£» 
fpring } when a girl about eighteen, juft arrived froot 
the country, was hired as a chambermaid by the per- 
fbn who kept the houfe in which I lodged : the native 
beauty of health and fimplicity in this young creature^ 
had fuch an e£Eed upon my imagination, that I pra*^ 
tifed every art to debauch her, and at length fo^ 
ceeded. 

I found it convenient for her to continue in ths 
houfe, and therefore made no propoial of removing her 
into lodgings : but after a fe«v months (he found her^ 
ielf with child ;. a difcovery whicb interrupted the iof 
dolence of my fenfuality, and made me repent my io^ 
difcretion : however, as I would not incur my owa 
cenfure by ingratitude or inhumanity, I provided her 
a lodging and attendants ^ and fhe wa» at length deli- 
vered of a daughter. The cluld I regarded a» a new 
incumbrance ^ for though I did not confider myfelf ai . 
under parental or conjugal obligations, yet I could not 
think myfelf at liberty wholly to abandon either the 
mother or the infant. To the mother, indeed, I had 
iliii fome degree of inclination ; though I Hiould have 
Jbeea beaitily content never to V^v« t^^tv \itx %\r3;vci,.\£ 
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I could at once have been freed from any farther trou** 
ble about her; but as fomething was to be done, I 
was willing to keep her within xnj reach, at l«a(l till 
(he could be fubfervient to my pleafure no longer : the 
child, however, I would have fent away ; but fhe en- . 
treated me to let her fuckle it, with an importunity 
which I could not refift. After much thinking, I 
placed her in a little (hop in the fubnrbs ; which I fur- 
mfhed, at the expence of about twenty pounds, with 
chandlery ware; commodities of which (he had fome 
■knowledge, as her father was a petty (hopkeeper ia 
the country. She reported, that her hufband had been 
killed in an engagement at fea; and that his pay, 
which ihe had been impowered to receive by his will, 
bad porchafed her flock. I now thought I had dis- 
charged every obligation, as I had enabled her to fub» 
lift, at leaA as well as (he could have done by her la^ 
hour in the ftation in which I found her ^ and as oftea 
aa I had an inclination to fee her, I fent for her to a 
bagnio. 

But thefe interviews did not produce the pleafure 
which I expeded : her affe6^ion for me was too tender 
and delicate > (he often wept in fpight of all her ef- 
forts againft it } and could not forbear telling me (lories 
of her little girl, with the fond prolixity of a mother, 
when I wiflied to regard her only as a niftrefs. Thefe 
incidents at once touched me with compun^ioA, and 
quenched the appetite which I had intended to gratify : 
ny vifits, therefore, became lefs frequent : but (he ne- 
ver fent after me when I was abfent, nor reproached 
me, otherwife than by tears of tendernefs when (he faw 
me again. 
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After the firft year, I wholly negleSed her-^ and 
t having heard nothing of her during the winter, I went 
to fpend the fummer in the country. When I return- 
ed, I was prompted rather by curiofity, than deiire to 
.snake fbme inquiry after her ; and fbon learnt, that 
ihe had died fome months before of the fmall poz, that 
the goods had been feized for rent, and the child taken 
hf the parifh. At this account, fo fudden and unex- 
j)edcd, I was feniibly touched \ and at firft conceived 
a defign to refcue the child from the hands of a pariih 
jiurfe, and make fome little proviiion for it when it 
ihottld be grown up : but this was delayed from day to 
day, fuch was the fupiaenefs of my difpofition, till the 
event was remembered with lefs and lefs fenfibility \ 
And at length I congratulated myfelf upon my deliver- 
ance from ail engagment which I had always confideted 
as refembling in (bme degree, the (hackles of matri- 
inony. I refolved to incur the faxiie embarraflment nO 
more, and contented myfelf with flroUing from one proe- 
0itute to another, of whom I had feen many genera- 
lions peri(h \ and the new faces which I once (ought 
among the maiks in the pit, I found with lefs trouble 
at Cuper^s, Vauxhall, Ranelagh, and innumerable 
other places of public Entertainment, which have ap» 
jieared during the lad twenty years of my life* 

A few weeks ago, I celebrated my fixtieth birtl^- 
day with fome friends at a tavern ^ and as I was re- 
turning to my lodgings, I faw a hackney coach flop at 
the door of a houfe which I knew to be of ill repute, 
though it was private and of the firft clafs. Jufl as I 
came up, a girl fleppcd out of it, who appeared, by the 
imj3erfe6t glimpfe I caught of her as (he pafTed, to be 
vcrf jrouDg, and extremely btaulitxA* M \ n^^ >w^twL 
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with vtlntf I followed her in without hefitation, and 
was delighted to find her equally charming upon a 
nearer view. I detained the coach, and propofed that 
we (hould go to Haddock^s : {he hefitated with fome 
appearance of unwillingnefs and confufioa, but at length 
confented : fhe (bon became more free, and I was not 
left pleafed with her conrerfation than her perfon : I 
obferred that (he had a foftnefs and modefty in her 
aumner, which is quickly worn off by habitual profU** 
tation. 

We had drank a bottle of French wine, and were 
preparing to go to bed, when, to my unfpeakable con« 
fufion and aftonifhment, I difcovered a mark by which 
I knew her to be my child : for I remembered, that 
the poor* girl, whom I fo cruelly feduced and negleft- 
ed, had once told me with tears in her eys, that (be 
had imprinted the too letters of my name under her 
little Nancy^s left bread', which, perhaps, would be the 
only memorial (he would ever have of a father. I was 
inftantly ftruck with a fenfe of guilt with which I had 
not been familiar, and therefore, felt all its force. The 
poor wretch, whom I was about to hire for. the gratifi^ 
cation of a brutal appetite, perceived my diforder with 
iurprife and concern : (he inquired with an officious fo-'' 
licitude, what fudden illnefs had feized me ; (he took 
my handy preffed it, and looked eagerly in my face, 
ftill inquifitive what could be done to relieve me. I 
lemained fometime torpid : but was foon roufed by the 
reflection, that I was receiving the the careffes of my 
child, whom I had abandoned to the loweft infamy, to 
be the (lave of drankeniieGr and luft, and whom I had* * 
led to the brink of Incefl. I fuddenly &axl^^ >0k.^ % %cf?^ 
kM ber tit a dt/iaace ; then catching \i^x Va tcrj 'vlt&%> 
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irove to Tpeak, but burft into tears. I faw that (be 
was confounded and terrified ^ and as foon as I could 
vecover my fpeeck, I put an end to her ^doukti by ie- 
vealing the fecret. 

It is impoflible to exprefs the effeQ it had upon her:; 
iSie ftood motionlefs a few minutes j then clafped her 
hands together, and looked up in an agony, which naC 
to have feen is not to conceive. The tears at length 
iUrted from her eyes ; (he recollected herfelf, called 
me father, threw herfelf upon her knees, embracin|r 
mine, and plauging a new dagger in my heart by alk* 
ing my bleOing. 

We fat up together the remainder of the night, 
which I fpeat in Ufleniag to a ftory that I may per- 
haps hereafter communicate ^ and the next day I took 
lodgings for her about fix miles from town. I vifit 
her every day with emotions to which my heart has 
till now been a flranger, and which are every day 
more frequent and more ftrong. I propofcd to retire 
with her into fome remote part of thexountry, and to 
atone for the pad by the future : but alas ! of the fu- 
ture a few years only can remain ^ and of the paft, not 
a moment can return. What atonement can I make 
to thofe, upon whofe daughters I have contributed to 
perpetuate that calamity, from which, by miracle I 
have refcued my own ! How can I bear the refledioOi 
that though for my own child I had hitherto exprefled 
lefs kindnefs than brutes for their young j yet, perhs^s^ 
every other whom I either hired or feduced to profii- 
tution, had been gazed at in the ardour of parental af- 
feftion, till tears have darted to the eye ^ had been 
cBicbed to the bofom with traniport, in the prattling 
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fimplicity of infancy ; had been watched in fickncb 
with anxiety that fufpended fleep } had been fed by the 
toil of induftrious poverty, and reared to maturity with 
hope and fear. What a monfler is he, by whom thefe 
fears are verified, and this hope deceived ! And yet, fo 
dreadful is the force of habitual guilt, I fometimes re- 
gret the reftraint which is come -upon me 9 I wi(h to 
fink again into the ilumber from which I have been 
roufsd, And to repeat the crimes which I abhor. My 
heart is this moment burlling for utterance : but I 
«rant words, f arewelL 

Agamus. 



N9. 



X20 TM ADviNTuuR. Na .LXXXVI£f 



No. LXXXVII. Taefday, September 4. 1753. 



Iracundior eft paulo ; minHs aptus acutts 

Naribus borum bominum ; rederi pojjit^ eo quod 

Rufticius ton/a toga dejiuit^ ist male laxus 

Inpede calceus beeret :— -a/ ingenium ingens 

Incuho latet bocfub corpore Hon* 

Your friend is padionate : perhaps unfit 
For the brifk petulance of modern wit : 
His hair ill cut, his robe that aukward flows. 
Or his large (hoes to raillery expofe 

The man. ^ 

But underneath this rough uncouth difguife, 
A genius of extenilve knowledge lies. 

Francis. 

Theri are many accompli(hmantt, which though 
they are comparatirely trivial, and may be ac- 
quired by fmall abilities, are yet of great importance 
in our common intercourfe with men. Of this kind is 
that general courtefy, "wUchU c^YLtd 0«k>^ "^i^t^uvi 

3 
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a name, bj whichi as an artificial excellence, it is at 
dace charafterifed and recommended. 

Good Breeding, as it is generally employed in the 
Ratification of vanity, a paffion almoft univerfally pre- 
lominant, is more highly prized by the majority than 
any other } and he who wants it, though he may be pre- 
Terved from contempt by inconteftible fuperiority either 
of virtue or of parts, will yet be regarded with male« 
rolence, and avoided- as an enemy with whom it is dan* 
geroos to combat. 

In fome inilances, indeed, the enmity of others can- 
not be avoided without the participation of guilt ; but 
then it is the enmity c^ thofe, with whom neither vir- 
tue nor wifdomcan define to aflbciate : and good breeding 
may generally be pra^ifed upon more eafy and mcMre ho- 
nourable terms, than acquiefcence in the detraction of ma- 
lice or the adulation of fervility, theobfcenity of a letcher, 
or the blafphemy of an infidel. Difa^^eable truths 
may be fuppreffed ; and when they can be fupprefied 
without giiilt, they cannot innocently be uttered $ the 
boaft of vanity may be fuffered without fevere repre- 
henfion, and the prattle of abfurdity may be heard with- 
out expreflions of contempt. 

It happens, indeed, fome what unfortunately, that 
the praftife of good breeding, however necefiary, is 
Dbftrufted by the poflefiion of more valuable ta- 
lents } and that great integrity, delicacy, fenfibility, 
ind fpirit, exalted genius, and extenfive learning, fre- 
Juently render men ill-bred. 

Petrarch relates, that his admirable friend and co« 
:emporary, Dante Aligheri, one of the mod exalted 
md original geniufes that ever appeared, being banifh. 
;d his country^ and having retired to \\i^ ci^tX. oi %. 

VpL. IIL F ^xvoL^fc 
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prince which was then the fanduary of the unfortun- 
ate, was held at tiril in great edeem ; but became 
daily kfs acceptable to his patron , by the fe verity of 
his manners and the freedom of his fpeech. There 
weie at the fame court, many players and bufiboni, 
gamellers and debauchees, one of whom, diflinguiQied 
by his impudence, ribaldry, and obfcenlty, was great- 
ly carefled by the reft ) which the prince fufpecling Dante 
not to be pleafed with, ordered the man to be brought be- 
before him, and having highly extolled him, turned to 
X)ante, andfaid, '' I wonder that this perfon, who is by 
^' fome deemed a fool, and by others a madman, fhould 
'^ yet be fo generally pleafing, and fo generally beloved i 
^' when you, who are celebrated for wifdom, are yet 
'* heard without pleafure, and commended without 
i* friendihip." " You would ceafe to wonder ," replied 
^^ Dante, '^ if you confidered, that a conformity of 
" chara&er is the fource of fricndOiip." This far- 
cafm which had all the force of truth, and all thekeennefs 
of wit, was intolerable } and Dante was urimediatelj 
difgarced and banithed. 

But by this anfwer, though the indignation which 
produced it was founded on virtue, Dante probably 
gratified his own vanity, as much as he mortified that 
of others : It was the petulant reproach of refentmcnt 
and pride, which is always retorted with rage ^ and 
not the (till voice of Reafon, which is heard with com- 
placency and reverence : if Dante intended reforma- 
tion, his anfwer was not wife j if he did not intend re- 
formation, his anfwer was not good. 

Great delicacy, fenfibility, and penetration, do not 

lefs obHrudl the pradlice of good breeding than inte- 

^rity, Pcrfons thus (qualified, not only difcovcr pro- 
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portiottably more faults and failing;s in the chkraders 
which they examine^ but are more difgufied with the 
faults and failings which they difcover : the commoa 
topics of converfatlon are too trivial to engage their 
attention ^ the various turns of foitune that have lately 
happened at a game at WhiHy the hidory of a ball at 
Tunbridge or Bath, a defcription of lady Fanny's jew« 
els and lady Kitty's vapours, the journals of a horfe- 
race or a cock-match, and difquilitions on the game 
a£l or the icarcity of pat ridges, are fubjeds upon which 
men of delicate taAc do not always cboofe to declaim, 
and on v^hich they cannot patiently hear the declama- 
tion of others. But they fliould remember, that their 
impatience is the impotence of reafon and the preva« 
lence of vanity ', that if they fit iUent and referved, 
wrapped up in the contemplation of their own digtiity, 
they will in their turn be defpiied and hated by thofe 
whom they hate and defplfe ^ and with better reafon, 
for perverted power ought to be more odious than de- 
bility. To hear with patience, and to anfwer with 
civility, feems to comprehend all the good breeding of 
converfation ^ and in~ proportion as this is eafy, iilcnce 
and inattention are without excufe. 

He, who does not practice good breeding, will not 
find himfelf considered as the object of good breeding 
by others. There is, however, a fpccies of rufticity, 
which is not lefs abfurd than injurious to treat with 
contempt : this fpecies of ill-breeding is become almoft 
proverbially the charadlerillic of a fcholar ^ nor (hould 
it be expe£^ed, that he who is deeply attentive to 
an obftrufe fcience, or who employs any of the three 
great faculties of the foul, the memory, the imagina- 
tioa, or the judgment; in the clofc ^uiCvxvX ^t \\kfcVT^t- 
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▼ertl objeftsy (hould have ftodicd piinfiilios of form 
and ceremony, and be equaUy able to flune at a route 
and in the fchools. That the bow of a chronologery 
and the compliment of an aftronomer, ihoold be impro* 
per or uncouth, cannot be thought ftrange to thofe, 
who duly confider the narrownefs of our fecultiet, and 
the impoflibility of attaining univerfal excellence. 

Equally excufeable, for the fame reafons, are that 
abfence ct mind, and that forgetfulnefs of place and 
perlbn, to which fcholars are fo frequently (bbjefi. 
IVhen Lewis XIV. was one day lamenting the death 
of an old comedian whom he highly extolled, '' Yes,** 
replied Boileau, in the prefence of madam Muntenon, 
*^ he performed tolerably well in the deipicable pieces 
<' of Scarron, which are now deferVedly forgotten 
•* even in the provinces/' 

As every condition of life, and every turn of mind^ 
has fome peculiar temptation and propenfity to evil, let 
not the man of uprightnefs and honefty be morofe and 
furly in his pra&ice of virtue ; let not him, whofe deli- 
cacy and penetration difcern with difgufl thofc imper* 
f colons in others, from which he himfelf is not free, 
indulge perpetual peevKhnefs and difcontent ; nor let 
learning and knowledge be pleaded as an excufe for 
not condefcending in the common offices and duties of 
civil life : for as no man fhould be Well-bred at the 
czpence of his Virtue ^ no man (hould prafiice virtue, 
'C as to deter others from Imitation. 
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'Semperque relinqui^ 



Solajibif frnptr tongam incomitaia vUetur 

tre viam. ■ ' Yx&g.* 

She feems alone, 
To wander in her fleep, thro^ ways unknown, 
Cttilelefs and dark> Dutoih. 

NswTON, whofe power ol inveftigating nature few will 
deny to have been fuperior to their own, confefles, 
that he cannot account for gravity, the IBrft principles 
of his fyftero, as a property communicable to matter ^ 
or conceive the phenomena fuppofed to be the effedts 
of foch a principle, to be otherwife produced, than by 
the immediate and perpetual influence of the AL- 
MIGHTY : and, perhaps, thoTe who mod attentively 
consider the phenomena of the moral and natural world, 
will be mott iacliaed to admit tint «i^ttLC^ oV ativv* 
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In dreams, the mind appears to be wbolly paflive^ 
for dreams are fo far from being the eEc€t of a volun* 
tary effort, that ^e neither know of what we (ball 
dream, nor whether we fliall dream at all. 

The human mind does no**, indeed, appear to hiye 
any power equ:il to fuch an effefl ^ for the ideas con- 
reived in dreams without the intervention of fenfible 
objedls, are much more perfeA and (Irong than can 
be formed at other times by the utmoft effort of the noft 
lively imagination : and it can fcarce be fuppofei, that 
the mind is more vigorous when we flcep, than when 
we are awake ^ efpecially if it be true, as I have be- 
fore remarked, that ** in ileep the power of memory 
** is wholly fufpended, and the underflasding is em- 
** ployed only about fuch objects as prefent themielvct, 
** without comparing the paft with the prefent j'* ex- 
cept we judge of the foul by a maxim which fome deep 
philofophers have held concerning horfes, that when 
the tail is cut off; the reH of the members become more 
llrong. 

In lunacy, as in dreams, ideas are conceived which 
material objects do not excite 5 and which the force of 
imagination, exerted by a voluntary effort, cannot 
form : but the mind of the lunatic, beiides being im- 
preffed with the images of things that do not fall under 
the cognifance of his fenfes, is prevented from receiv- 
ing correfponding images from thofc that do. When 
the vidonary monarch looks round upon his clothes 
which he has decorated with the fpoils of his bed, his 
mind does not conceive the ideas of rags and flraw, 
but of velvet, embroidery, and gold; and when he 
gazes Bt the bounds ot Vi\& ceW, xVvt Axa^^^ im^reffcd 
vpon his mind is not that of a tvaVLtdN«a\\^Vw:V\tvQVsS** 



VA. 
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an area of ten feet fquare ^ but of wainfcot and paint- 
ing, and tapeflry, tbe bounds of a fpacious apartment 
adorned with magnificent furniture, and crowded with 
fplendid dependants. 

Of the lunatic it is alfo univerfally true, that his 
underflanding is perverted to evils, which a mere per- 
verfion of the underflanding does not neceifarily imply ^ 
he either fits torpid in defpair, or is bufied in the con- 
trivance or the execution of mifchief. But if lunacy 
is ultimately produced by mere material caufes, it is 
' difficult to (hew why mifcry or malevolence fliould al- 
ways be complicated with abfurdityj why madnefs fhould 
not ibmetimes produce in (lances of frantic and extravagant 
kindnefs, of a benevolent purpofe formed upon erro- 
neous principles, andpurfued by ridiculous means, and 
of an honed and harmlefs cheerfulnefs arifing from the 
fancied felicity of others. 

A lunatic is indeed fometimes merry, but the merry 
lunatic is never kind j his fport is always mifchief^ , 
and mifchief is rather aggravated than atoned by wan- 
tonnefs \ his difpofition is always evil in proportion to 
tbe height of his phrenzy \ and upon this occafion it 
may be remarked, that if every approach to madnefs 
is a deviation to ill, every deviation to ill may be con* 
fidered as an approach to madnefs. 

Among other unaccountable phenomena in lunacy, 

- is the invincible abfurdity of opinion with refped: to 

- fome fingle objed, while the mind operates with its 
full vigour upon every other : it fometimes happens, 
that when this objed is prefented to the mind, reafon is 
thrown quite out of her feat, and the perverfion of the 
uaderdaDding for a time becomes ^ta^t^ %>o\aX Wca.- 

times it fiill continues to be pervctltA VsmX. \xv -^^^X^ "ws.^ 

^4 ^ 
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the gbfurdity itfelf is defended with all the force of re- 
gular argumentation. 

A mofi extraordinary inftance of this kind may now . 
be communicated to the public, without injury to a 
good man^ or a good caufe which he fuccefsfiiUy aiain* 
tained. 

Mr. Simon Browne* a difftnting teacher, of exem- 
plary life and eminent intelledual abilities, af^er hav- 
ing been fome time (eized with melancholy, defifted 
from the duties of his fundxon, and could i^ot be per* 
fuaded to join ill any ad of worfhip either public or 
private. His friends often urged him to accoont lor 
this change in bis conduS, at which they ^^pttS^d 
the utmolt grief and aftoniihment ^ and after i»iK}t 
importunity he told them, ** thsit he hfid fallen 9a4fr 
^ the fen^ble difpleafure of God, who had caufipd hjs 
** rational foul gradually to periib, and left hun only 
^' an animal life in common with brutes > that it was 
^ therefore profane for him to pray, and incoogmovs 
'^ to be prefent at the prayers of others.'' 

In this opinion, bowcyer abfurd, he was inflexible, 
at a time when all the powers of his mind fubfifted in 
tlieir full vigour, when his conceptions were clear, and 
his reafoning firong* 

Being once importuned to fay grace at the table of 
a firiendf he excufed himfelf many times j but the re* 
queft being dill repeated, and the company kept Hand- 
ing, he difcx>vered evident tokens of diHrefs, and af- 
ter fome irrefolute geftures and hefitation, exprcfled 
with great fervour this ejaculation : ** Mod mercifvd 
*^ and almighty Cod, let thy fpirit, which moved up« 
^^ 0n the fsLCc of the waXeta wYiieiL x\ktt« "««& lan li^% 
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** defceod upon me, tbat from this darknefs there may 
** rife up a man to praife thee !'' 

£ttt the moU aflonifhing proof both of his iotellcc* 
tual excellence and deleft is, ** A defence of the Re« 
<< ligon of Nature and the Chriftian Revelation, in 
<* anfwer to Tindal's Chriftianity as old as the Crea- 
'< tion,'' and his dedicatbn of it to the late queen. 
Tbt hook is univerfally allowed to be the beft which 
that contrpyerfy pveduced, and the dedication is as 
fi»ll6w« : 



«* Madam,' 

^ Of all extraordinary things that hare been tendered i 
^^ to your loyal hands finee your firft happy arrival in . 
'^Britain, it may be boldly &id, what, now befpeaks 
'^ your majelly*s acceptance i& the chief. ^ 

^ Not in tt&lf indeed ^ il is a trifle unworthy you;r 
^ exalted rank^ and what will hardly prove an enter* 
** taining amufemcnt to one of your, majeifty'4 deep pe-> 
^ netration, exad judgmient, and fine tafte. . 

** Bttt'on .accottiKt .of the anthor, who is the fiift 
^^ being ofthe kind/ and yet withouta name. . 

^* He was once a;man,: and of Ibme little name, but : 
^^ of no ] worth,; as his pr^feht uoparallcUed cafe 
^ makes but too manifeft> for by the immediate hand 
** of an avenging God, his very thinking fubftance has . 
** ttx-moK than (even years been continually wading 
'** away, till it is ^hoUy periflied <mt of.him,if it be 
^ not utterly, come to nothing. None, no not the lead 
** remembrance of its very ruins, remains, not the 
^' fliadow of an idea is left, nor any fenCe XkaX^ b^wa^ 
^' Mi 09c SngU onC| petfeft or unpcil^Qt^ VtksAib ^ 

1*5 \\ SSssAc* 
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*' dimini(hed, ever did appear to a mind within hinii 
*' or was perceived by it. 

" Such a prefent from fuch a thing, howjever worth- 
^^ lefs in itfelf, may not be wholly unacceptable to 
** your majedy, the author being fuch as hiftory cannot 
^' parallel : and if the fa6l, which is real, and no fidion 
** nor wrong conceit, obtains credit, it mud be record- 
*^ ed as the moft memorable and indeed aftonifhing 
*' event in the reign of George the fecond, that a 
^' tra6l compofed by fuch a thing was prefented to the 
'' illuilrious Caroline ^ his royal confort needs not be 
*^ added ; fame, if I am not mifinformed, will tell that 
'' with pleafure to all fucceeding times. 

" He has been informed, that your majcfty's piety is 
'** as genuiiie and eminent, as your excellent qualities 
^' are great and confpicuous. This can, indeed, be 
** truly known to the great featcher of hearts only ; 
«' He alone, who can look into them, can difcern if 
^^ they are fincere, and the main intention correfponds 
** with the appearance ^ and your majefty cannot take 
** it amifs, if fuch an author hints, that His fecret ap- 
** probation is of infinitely greater Value than the 
** commendation of men, who may be eafily midaken 
*^ and are too apt to flatter their faperiors. 

^ But if he hitd been told the truth, fuch a cafe as 
** his will certainly flrike your majefly with aflooifh- 
^* ment, and may raife that commiferation in your 
** royal bread which he has in vain endeavoured to 
*^ excite in thofe of his friend's, who, by the mod un* 
V reafonable and ill-founded conceit in the world, 
<* have imagined, that a thinking being could for 
*' feren years together live a ftrangcr to its own 
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*^ powers, esercifes, operatioDSi and ftate, and to wbftt 
^' the great God has been doing In it and to it. 

'^ If your majefty, in your moft retired addreis to 
^* the King of Swings, (hould think of ib iingular a 
*^ cafei you may perhaps make it your devout requeft, 
.** tha( the reign of your beloved fover.eiga and confort 
** may be renowned to all poftenty by the r^overy (>f 
** a foul now in the utmoft ruin, the refloratiqn of' oae 
** utterly loft at preftnt amongft mei|. 

*^ And ihould this cafe affed y.9ur roy^ br^i^ jqvl 
** will recommend it to the piety ^nd prayers of all 
*^ the truly devout, who have the honour tp be. known 
** to your majefty : many fuch doubtlefs there arc } 
** though courts are not ufually the places where the 
^' devout refort, or where devotion reigns. And it is 
^' not improbable, that multitudes of the pious through- 
'* out the land may take a cafe to heart, that under 
*^ your majefty's patronage comes thus recommended* 

*' Could fuch a favour as this refloration be obtained 
*' from heaven by the prayers of your majefty, with 
^' what a tranfport of gratitude would the recovered 
<< being throw himfelf at your Majefty 's feet, and 
'' adoring the divine power and grace, profefs himfelf^ 

" Madam, 

** Your majefty's moft obliged 

" And dutiful fcrvant.'* 

This dedication, which is no where feeble pr ab- 
furd, but in the places where the objefl of his phrenzy 
was immediately before him, \us iuti^' ^\mA ^a^wN^ 
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to fiippreft $ wtfelj confideraigy thtt a V>dk, to which 
it ihould be prefixed, would certainly be coodemned 
without examination } for few woold have required 
ftroDgtr eridence of its umtility, iktuk that the au« 
•Hiotfhj hit de^catioa, appeared to be aaad. The 
copjTf however, was preferved, and hat been tran« 
icsibed into the Uaok leaves before one of the books, 
whidi is new in the nbrary of a finead to this under- 
taking, who is not left diftinguiihed by his merit than 
hit rank, and who recommended it as a literary curio* 
Ity, which was in danger of bdng loft for want of t^ 
aap u flioi r | in whidi it might be preferred.. 



If*- 
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^"<^^^™«^r*"^— ■^■^•^ 



"Brateipua tamen ejtu in emmnwenda miferaUone vinuif 
ut quidam in bac eum parte omnUfUt ejufdem operis au-* 
toribus praferant. 

Q^INTILIAN. 

His great excellence wts in moyibg compaffion, with 
refpedl to which many give him the firft place of all 
the wnUn of that kind. 

To the Ai>vsNTuii£a» . 

SIRj 

It 18 ufual for fcholars to lament, with {ndifcriAinat^ 
ing regret, the devaftations committed on ancient li- 
braries, by accident and time, byfuperftition, ignorance- 
and Gothicifm j but the lofsis yery far . from being in 
all cafes equally irreparable, as the want of fome kinds 
of books muj be much mor« . eafiV^ tu^'^^t.^ ^^"^"^^x 
of others. By the interruption tV«A.famt.'C\«L^*V^^^^ 
i^ tbe fucceBon of pUIofopbi^il <ygXpaQU%^ ^^ w»^ 
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emancipated from traditionary fyflems, recovers its 
native elafticity which had been benumbed by cudom, 
begins to examine with -freedom and fre(h vigour, and 
to follow truth inflead of authority. The lofs of writ- 
ings, therefore, in which reafoning is concerned, is not, 
pcrinps, fo gveat an evil to mankind, as of thofe which 
defcribe characters and fads. 

To be deprived of the lad books of Livy, of the 
fatires of Archilochus, and the comedies of Menander, 
is a greater misfortune to the republic of literatpre, 
than if the logic and the phyfics of Aridotle had nc- 
ver defcended to pofterity. 

Two of your predeceflbrs, Mr. Adventurer, of 
great judgment and genius, very juilly thought that 
they ihould adorn their lucubrations by publifhing, 
one of them a fragment of Sappho, and the other an 
old Grecian hymn to the Goddefs Health : and, indeed, 
I conceive it to be a very important ufe of your paper, 
to bring into common light thofe beautiful remains of 
ancient art, which by their prefent fituation are deprived 
of that univerfal admiration they fo juftly deferve, and 
are only the fecret enjoyment of a few curious readers. 
In imitation, therefore, of the examples I have jull men- 
tioned, I (hall fend you, for the inflru^ion and entertain- 
ment of your readers, a fragment of Simonides and of 
Menander. 

Simonides was celebrated by the ancients for the 
fweetnefs, corrednefs, and purity of his flyle, and his 
irrefiilible ikill in moving the paiiions. It is a fufH- 
cient panegyric that Plato often mentions him with 
approbation. Dionyfius places him among thofe po- 
lifhed writers, who excel ** in a fmooth volubility, and 
^^ flow on, like pleateous and '^tteiitiiaX x\n^x%^ Vcl \ 
,S^ courfi? of even and unintcxrupUOkVwmOTi^?'* 
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It is to this excellent critic that we are indebted for 
the prefervation of the following paflage, the tender- 
nefs and elegance of which, icarcely need be pointed 
out to thofe who have tafte and fenfibility. Danae, 
fareingby her mercilefs father iaclofed in a cheft and 
thrown into the fea with her child, the poet proceeds 
thus far to relate her didrefs : 

*Ori Kmf9tun U ht't^MXiit mn/ug 

Attfimrt t^uTTir mt m^imirtuvt 
UeifttatSi afiKpt ri Utfnt ^>.k$ 

Oi«/ ^X^i fr^y«y* fu ^ avrt yatXuSnit^ 

XaXj^wy$f»p§t ^, nmnrnXfttirUt .'i^ 

llm^u*r»i M/toLTtf ux aXdyut 

£/ $f TM ^t/My «w y% Xwm ins 
KeM KVi ifMn ffifUtTm Xtwjov 

£v^ir*> h irtflHi w^irv «tfA%\fn MtMu 

When the raging wind began to roar, and the waves 
to. beat fo violently on the cheft as to tnreaten to over- 
fet it, (he threw her arm fondlj aiound Perefus, and 
fald, the tears trickling down her cheeks, *' O my fon, 
^' what forrows do I undergo ! but thou art wrapt in 
<< a deep (lumber \ thou (leepeft foundly like a fuckling 
*^ child, in this joylefs habitation, in this dark and 
** dreadful night, lighted only by the glimmerings of the 
<< moon ! Covered with tby pAjqjlt mvcv>jL^^^w.\^%^x^- 
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«< eft not the waves that dalh arcnind thee, nor the 
*^%rhiftling of the winds* O thou beauteous babe i 
'* If thou wert fenfible of this calamity, * thou wouldelk 
** bend thy tender ears to my complaints. Sleep 0% 
** I befeech thee, O my child ! Sleqp with him,. 6 ye. 
** billows ! and deep likewiie my diftrefi !*^ 

Thofe who would, form a full idea of the delicacy of 
the Greek, ibould attentively confider the following- 
happy imitation of it, which, I have retfoa to beKeve, 
is not fo extenfively known, or.fo.warmly admimi, aa . 
it ought to be J and which, iadieed, fiu;:exctls tHjK ori« 
ginal. 

The poet, having pathetically painted a great prtn« 
cefs taking leave of an affedionate huftand on hit- 
death-bed, and endeavouring, afterwards toxomfbrcher. 
ioconfolablft.&mily> adds the jEoHowing paiticttlar. 

His eonatibus oecupata^ oeeU^s: 
Guttis lucidulis (uOsue puidenUs 
Convertit, puerum fopore vin&tim 
J^i nutrtx placido Jinit fwehat : 
" DormiSf'*^ inquiit^ " mi/elle^ tuec te 
*' Vuhus exanimes^Jitentiumque 
^* Fer longa.airio eommove/itt nee uilo 
*y Fratrum tangeris^ out mfia dolor e ;. 
** Nee fentis patre de/litHtu^ illo^ 
** ^ig^Mns genibiifne brticbiove^ 
^< Aut formans lepidt^m tuam hqu$Iam^ 
** TiQum ndlle modis intptM^t. 
<* Ttf dormisy vqluantfue quiJaUbMnt^ . 
*< Rjfus^ in rofeis tuts MtUisd ■■ 

Pormif parvule ! nee mali tklwes 

J^imafrem cru€%ant tua quUtU 



ti 
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<< Ruff^HUitfpmnia,"''^ando^ quanio^ tales 
" RedibutU ocutis meisfopores .'" 

The contrafl betwbt the infenfibility of the infant 
and the agony of the mother \ her ob&rving that the 
child is unmoved with what was mod likely to a£fedt 
him, the forrows of his little brothers, the many mourn- 
ful countenances, and the difmal filence that reigned 
throughout the court \ the circumftances of the father 
playipg with the child on his knees or in his arms, and 
teaching him to fpeak \ are fuch delicate mafter-flrokes 
of nature and parental tendernefs as (hew the author 
is intimately acquunted with the human heart, and 
with thofe little touches of paiBon that are bed calcu- 
lated to move it. The affedionate wifli of '' dormi, 
*' parvule^ is plainly imitated fxom the fragment of 
Simonides \ but the fudden exclamation that follows, 
— -<< when, O when (hall I fleep like this infent !** is 
entirely the property of the author, and worthy of, 
though not excelled by, any of the ancients. It is 
snaking the v^n^^i artful and the mo(t ftriking ufe of 
the flumber of the child, to aggravate and heighten by 
compariff n, the reftlcffae(5 of the mother's forrow \ it 
is the fineft and ftrongeft way of faying, *' my grief 

, ^' will never ceafe,'' that has ever been ufed. I think 
k not exaggeration to ajSirm, that in thb little pOjem, 
are united the pathetic of Euripides, and the eljegance 
of Catullus. It affords a judicious example of the 
manner in which the ancients ought to be imitated \ 
not by u&ng their expreffions and epithets, which is the 
common method, but by catching a portion of their CqU 
rit, and adapting their images and w V}% oil >^^\tv%\.^ 

aevrfubfcAa, The generality o£ i\iolt N«>aft Vw^ ^^^• 
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pofed Catullus for their pattern, even the bcft of the 
modern Latin poets of Italy, feem to think they have 
accompli(hed their defign, ' by introducing many florid 
diminutives, fuch as '^ tenellula and columbula :^' bat 
there is a purity and feverity of ftile, a temperate and 
auflere manner in Catullus, vrhich nearly refembles 
that of his cotemporary Lucretius, and is happily co- 
pied by the author of the poem, i^vhich has produced 
thcfe reflexions. Whenever, therefore, we fit down to 
compofe, we fhould afk ourfelves in the words of Lon- 
ginus a little altered ; ^' How would Homer or Plato, 
** Demoflhenes or Thucydides, have exprefled them- 
*^ felves on this occafion ; allowing for the alteFation 
'' of our cufloms, and the different idioms of our re- 
** fpcdiive languages ?" This would be following the 
ancients, without tamely treading in their footfleps ^ 
this would be making the fame glorious ufe of them 
that Racine has done of Euripides in his Phaedra and 
Iphigenia, and that Milton has done of the Prometheus 
of Efchylus in the character of Satan. 

If you fhould happen not to lay afide this paper 
among the refufe of your correfpondenee, as the off- 
fpring of pedantry and a blind fondnefs for antiquity ^ 
or rather, if your readers can endure the fight of fo 
much Greek, though ever fo Attic ^ I may, perhaps, 
trouble you again with a few reflc6tions on the cba- 
i:a6ler of Menander. 
Z. 

I am, 

Mr. Adventurer, 

Yout$. 



No. XC. THE ADVENTURER* I39 



I I . 



No. XC, Saturday, Septctober 15. 1753. 



Concretam eremU labem^ purumque reliquU 
JEtberium fenfum^ atque aurdijimplicis ignem, 

Virgil. 



•By lengtb of time. 



The fcurf is .worn away of each committed crime \ 
No fpeck is left of their habitual ilains, 
But the pure sether of the foul remains. 

Drtden. 



To the Adventurer, 

SIR, 

i>0TuiNG fooner quells the ridiculous triumph of hu« 
man vanity, than reading thofe parages of the great- 
eft writers, in which they feem deprived of that noble 
fpirit that infpires them in other parts ; and where, in « 
ilead of invention and grandeur, vft in^cX vTvCtLXi^'C^^^ 
hut fataefs and iniipidity. 



^V 
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The pain I have felt in obferving a lofty genius tbuf 
fink beneath itfelf, has often made me wifh, that thefe 
unworthy ftains could be blotted from their works, and 
leave them perfed and immaculate. 

I went to bed a few nights ago, fuU of thefe thoughts, 
and clofed the evening, as I frequently do, with read* 
ing a few lines in Virgil. I accidentally opened that 
part of the fix th book, where Anchifes recounts to bis 
fon the various methods of purgation which the foul 
undergoes in the next world, to deanfe it from the 
filth it has contra£ted by its connexion with the body, 
and to deliver the pure etherial eflence from the vicioos 
tinfture of mortality. This was fo much like my 
evening's fpeculation, that it infenfibly mixed and in 
corporated with it, and a^ foon as I fell afleep, formed 
itfelf into the following dream. 

I found myfelf in an inftant in the midft of a temple 
which was built with all that magnificent fimplicity 
that diftinguiihes the produ^ons of the ancients. At 
the eaft end was raifed an altar, on each fide of which 
Aood a pried, who feemed preparing to facrifice. On 
the altar was kindled a fire, ftom which arofe the 
brighten flame I had ever beheld. The light which 
it difpenfed, though remarkably firong and clear, was 
not quivering and dazzling, but fteady and uniform, 
and difPufed a purple radiance through the whole 
edifice, not unlike the firft appearance of the morn- 
ing. 

While I flood fixed in admiration, my attention was 

awakened by the blad of a trumpet that fhook the 

whole temple ^ but it carried a certain fweetnefs in its 

/bund, which mellowed and temi^T^d x^i^ tnWitil QxtWi* 

oels q£ rAat Inilrumcnt. Attct \V\i«id fawi^^^^w^^. 
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the being who blew it, habited according to the difcrip* 
tion of Fame by the ancients, iflued a proclamation to 
the following purpofe : *^ By command of Apollo and 
** the Mufes, all who have ever made any pretenfions 
" to fame by their writings, are enjoined to facrifice 
*' upon the altar in this temple, thofc parts of their 
'' works, which have hitherto been preferved to their 
'* infamy, that their names may defcend fpotlefs and 
** nnfuUied to pofterity. For this purpofe Arlftotle 
** and Longinus are appointed chief priefts, who are 
** to fee that no improper oblations are made, and no 
** proper ones concealed ; and for the more eafy per- 
** fbrmance of this ofBce, they are allowed to choofe 
** as their afliftants whomfoever they (hall think worthy 
** of the fiinftion." 

As fbon as this proclamation was made, I turned 
my eyes with inexpreflible delight towards the two 
priefts J but was foon robbed of the pleafure of looking 
at them by a crowd of people - running up to offer 
their fervice. Thefe I found to be a group of French 
critics } but their offers were rejected by both priefts 
with the utmoil indignation, and their whole works 
were thrown on the altar, and reduced to aflies in an 
inflant* The two priefts then looked round, and 
chofe, with a few others, Horace and Quintilian from 
among the Romans, and Addifon from the £ngli(h, as 
their prncipal aflillants. 

The firft who came forward with his offering, by 
the loftinels of his demeanor was foon difcovered to be 
Homer. He approached the altar with great majefty, 
and delivered to Longinus thofe parts of his Odyffey, 
which have been cenfured as tmptoba^A^ ^Kvc^tA^ ^^kA 
the iidiculoui narratives o£ old *^t, \#oti^x!i».'^ ""^^^ 
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preparing for the facrifice, but obferviog that Arifto. 
tie did not fcem willing to afliit him in the office, he 
returned them to the venerable old bard with great 
deference, faying, that '^ they were indeed the tales of 
** old age, but it was the old age of Homer.*' 

Virgil appeared next, and approached the altar with 
a moded dignity in his gait and countenance peculiar 
to himfelf ^ and to the furprife of all commited his 
whole iEneid to the flames. But it was immediately 
refcued by two^ Romans, whom I found to be Tuccaand 
Vatius, who ran with precipitation to the altar, deli- 
vered the poem from deftrudlion, and carried oS the 
author between them repeating that glorious boaft of 
about forty lines at the beginning of the third Georgic : 



Tentanda via eft j qua me quoque pojfim 
Tollere bumo, vlSIorque viru/n voluare per ora. 
Primus ego inpatriam mecum^ &c. 

After him mod of the Greek and Roman authors 
proceeded to the altar, and furrendered with great 
modefly and humility the moil faulty part of their 
works. One circumdance was obfervable, that the 
facriBce always increafed in proportion as the author 
had ventured to deviate from a judicious imitation of 
Homer. The latter Roman authors, who feemed al- 
mod to have lod fight of him, made fo large offerings, 
that fome of their works, which were before very volu- 
minous, dirunk into the compafs of a primer. 

It gave me the highed fatisfadion to fee Philofophy 
thus cleared from erroneous principles, Hidory purged 
of falfehood, Poetry of fudian, and nothing left in each 
but Genius, Senfe, and Tiulli* 
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I marked with particular attention the fcveral offer- 
ings of the moft eminent Englifh writers. Chaucer 
gave up his obfcenity, and then delivered his works to 
Dryden, to clear them from the rubbilh that incum- 
bered them. Dryden executed his tafk with great 
addrefs, " and," as Addifon fays of Virgil in his Georgics, 
*' toifed about his dung with an air of graceful nefs :" 
he not only repaired the injuries of time, but threw in 
a thoufand new graces. He then advanced towards 
the altar himfelfy and delivered up a large packet, 
which contained many plays, and fome poems. The 
packet had a label affixed to it, which bore this in- 
fcription, " To Poverty." 

Shakefpeare carried to the altar a long Oring of puns, 
marked ** The Taftc of the Age," a fmall parcel of 
bombad, and a pretty large bundle of incorredlnefs. 
Notwithftanding the ingenious air with which he 
made this offering, fome officiates at the altar accufed 
him of concealing certain pieces, and mentioned the 
London Prodigal, Sir Thomas Cromwell, The York- 
fhire Tragedy, &c. The poet replied, *^ that as thofe 
" pieces were unworthy to be preferved, he (hould fee 
*^ them confumed to alhes with great pleafure : but 
** that he was wholly innocent of their original." 
The two chief priefls interpofed in this difpute, and 
difmiffed the poet with many compliments ; Longinus 
obferving, that the pieces in quedion could not poffi- 
bly be his, for that the failings of Shakefpeare 
were like thof^ of Homer, *' whofe genius, whenever it 
^ fubiided, might be compared to the ebbing of the 
** ocean, which left a mark upon its (hores, to (hew to 
'* what a height it was fometimes carried." Aridotlecon- 
cuxxci in this opinion, and add^d, -^ \!tL^X. ^SN^^n^"^ 
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** Shakefpeare was quite ignorant of that txk& ecoao- 
** my of the ftage, which is fo remarkable ia the 
** Greek writers, yet the mere ftrengh of his genius 
*' had in many points carried him infinitely beyond 
•* them.'» 

Milton gave up a few errors in his Paradife Loft, 
and the facrifice was attended with great decency bj 
Addifon. XHway and Rowe threw their comedies 
upon the altar, and Beaumont and Flecher the two Ijpift 
adls of many of their pieces. They were followed by 
Tom Durfey, Etherege, Wycherley, and feveral other 
Dramatic writers, who made fuch large contributionS| 
that they fct the altar in a blaze. 

Among thefe I was furprifed to fee an author with 
jnuch politenefs in his behaviour, and fpirit in his 
countenance, tottering under an unwieldly burden* 
As he approached, I difcovered him to be Sir John Van- 
burgh, and could not but fmile, when, on his committing 
his heavy load to the flames, it proved to be ** His ikiU 
'* in Architeaure." 

Pope advanced towards Addifon, and delivered with 
great humility thofe lines written exprefsly againft 
him, fo remarkable for their excellence and their cruelty 
repeating this couplet : 

" Curfl be the verfe, how well foe*cr it flow, 
** That tends to make one worthy man thy foe.^* 

The ingenious critic infifled on his taking them 

again : '^for,'^ faid he, ** my aflbciates at the altar, 

*^ particularly Horace, would never permit a line of fo ' 

** excellent a fatirift to be confumed. The many 

/' compliments paid me in olW ig^tX^ ot your works, 

5 ^^ %SK^\| 
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"** amply compenfate for this flight indignity. And 
"** be affurcd, that no littk pique or mifundcrftanding 
** {hall ever make me a foe to genius." Pope bowed 
in fome confuiion,and promifed to fubflitute a fiftitious 
name at lead, which was all that was lefl in his power. 
He then retired, after having made a facrifice of a 
little packet of Antithefes, and fome parts of his 
tranflation ef Hornet. 

During the courfe of thefe obi ^ ions, I was charnfied 
Viiih the candour, decenty, and judgment, with Which 
all the priefts difcharged their different funftions. They 
behaved with fuch dignity, that it reminded me of thofe 
ages, when the oIHces of king and prieft centered in 
the fame perfon. Whenever any of the afTiftants were 
at a loTs in any particular circumflances, they applied 
to Ariftotle, who fettled the whole bulinefs in«an in- 
i!ant. 

But the refleftions which this pleafing fcene pro- 
duced, were foon interrupted by a tumultuous noifc 
at the gate of the temple 5 when fuddenly a rude il- 
literate multitude ru(hed in, led by Tindal, Morgan, 
Chubb, and Bolingbroke. The chiefs, whofe coun- 
tenances were impreffed with rage which art could not 
conceal, forced their way to the altar, and amidft the 
joyful acclamations of their followers threw a large 
volume into the fire. But the triumph was fliort, and 
joy and acclamation gave way to filence and aflonifh- 
meot ^ the volume lay unhurt in the midft of the 
fire, and, as the flames played innocently about it, 
I could difcover, written in letters of gold, the words, 
THE BIBLE. At that inftant ray e^Lts ^tx^ wi\^- 
ed with the found of more than t^ot\.A tcim^c •a.c^^^o^- 
panying a bjmn fung by mvi^Wft )at\xv^s, oi ^V\^ ^ 
^ell remember th^ following vexCts \ 
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** The words of the Lord are pure words : even as 
^' the filver, which in the tarth is tried « and purified 
*' feven times in the fire* 

** More to be defired are they than gold 5 yea, than 
^^ much fine gold : fweeter alfo than honeji and the 
** honey-Comb." 

The united melody of inftruments and voices, which 
formed a concert fo exquifite, that, as Milton fays, 
** it might create a foul under the ribs of death/^ 
threw me into fuch ecflaficsi that I was awakened by 
their violence* 
&. 

I ami Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

Crito. 



No. 
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• Ovm. 

Thus was the fkther piotis to a ctiioie. 

Addison. 



It is contended by thofe who re}e£l Cbriftianity; that 
if revelation had bteh nece&ry as a rule of life to 
mankind, it would have been univerfal \ and they are, 
upon this principle, comj^Ued to affirm that only to 
be a rule of life' which is uniyerfally known. 

But no rule of life is univerfally known, except tho 
di6tates of confcience. With refpefib to particular ac- 
tions, opinion determines whether they are good or 
III 'y and confcience approves or difapproves, in confe* 
qUence of this determination, whether it be in £a.v<y»t 
of truth or faliefaood. Nor can xYic «ttox^ tR osc&s«s^<i^ 
be ailvfuyi imputed tp a crimiuil ba^^^ ^Vvang«^'^^ N 
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^hofe, by whom a fyftem of moral truths was difcover* 
ed through the gloom of paganifm, have been confider- 
ed as prodigies, and regarded by fuccenfive ages with * 
adoni/hment and admiration^ and that which immor- 
tallfed one among many millions, can fcarce be thought 
podible to all. Men do not ufually (hut their eyes 
again^ their immediate interefl, however they ma^ be 
thought to wink againft their 4uty ^ and Jh little does 
either appear to be difcoverable by the light of nature, 
that where the Divine Prcfcription has either been 
with-held or corrupted, fuperftition has rendered piety 
cruel, and error has armed virtue againft herfelf j mi- 
fery has been cultivated by thofe who have not incur* 
red guilt ; and though all xncn had been innocent^ 
they might ftill have been wretched. 

In the reign of Yamodin the Magnificent, the king- 
dom of Golconda was depopulated by a peftileoce ; 
and after every other attempt to propitiate the gods 
had failed, it was believed, according to the fuperftl- 
tion of the country, that they required the facrifice of 
a virgin of royal blood. 

It happened, that at this time there was no virgin 
of the royal blood, but Tamira, the daughter of Ya- 
modin, whom he had betrothed to one of the princes 
4>f his court, intending that he (hould fucceed to the 
throne ^ for Yamoslin had no fon ^ and he was not 
billing that his empire (hould defcend to 8 woman. 
• Yamodin conddered himfelf not lefs the father of 
his peopled than of Tamira j and therefore, with wliat- 
ever reluflauce, determined to redeem the life o£ the 
public, with that of the individual. He proftrated 
himfelf in The temple, and uA'voVtdVXs^ivciiA^^lidol 
Ais the fountain jof life; «* ¥tomx\itt,^^ ^i:\^V^, ^^ \ 
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** have derived my being j and the" life which I havd^ 
** propagated is thine : when I am about to reilore it, 
•* let me remember with gratitude, that I pofleffed it 
** by thy bounty j and let thy mercy accept it as a 
** ranfom for my people. " 

Orders were given for the facrifice on the next day ; 
and Tamira: was permitted to difpofe of the interval as^ 
fhe pleafed. She received the intimation of her fa- 
ther's pleafure without much furprife ^ becaufe, as (he 
knew the cuilom of her country, fhe fcarce hoped thalT 
the demand of her life would have been delayed f0' 
long : (he fortified herfelf againft the terrors of death, 
by anticipating the honours that would be paid to her 
memory; and had juft triumphed over the de(ire of . 
life, when, upon perceiving her lover enter the apart- 
ment, (he loft her fortitude in a moment, and bur ft in- 
to tears. 

When they were alone, after his eyes had, like 
hers, overflowed with filcnt forrow, he took her handj 
and, with a look of inexpreifible anxiety and tender- 
nefs, told her, that one expedient was yet left, by 
which her life might be preferved 5 that he had bribed 
a prieft to his intereft, by whom the ceremonies of 
marriag« .might be immediately performed ; that oa 
the morrow, as (he would be no longer a virgin, the 
propitiation of the gods could not be effedled by her 
death j and that her father, though for political pur- 
pofes he might appear to be difpleafed, would yet ie^ 
cretly rejoice at an event, which, without his concur- 
rence, had delivered him from the dreadful obligation ' 
of facrificing an only child, through whom he Ko^^d:' 
to tranfmit domiaion to his pofterity. 

To thi$ prapofal Tamira, wliote ^tlwVim^XiX. xo \\W 

G3 ^^ 
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was now ilrengtbened by loye, and in whofe bofom 
tbe regret of precluded pleafure had fucceeded to the 
hope of glofji at length coofeoted ; but (he confented 
with all the timiditji reluflance, and confuiion, whjch 
^re produced by a confcioufnefs of guilt ^ and the 
prince himfelf introduced the man vho was to accom- 
plifh the purpofe, both of his ambition and his love, 
with apparent tremor and befit ation* 

On the morrow, when the pried Qood ready at the 
altar to receive the vi^Um, and the king commanded 
l^is daughter to be brought forth, the prince produced 
her as his wife* Yamodin dood fome moments in fuf- 
pence 3^ and then difmiiTing the affembly, retired to his 
palace. After having remained about two hours ia 
private, he fent for the prince. " The go^ '^ faid 
he, '' though they continue the peftilence, have yet 
^< ia mercy refcued my people frpm the opprcflKin of a 
*^ tyrant, who appears to coudder the life of xnillions 
*' as notliing^ in competition with the iodalgence of 
<* his luft, his avarice, or his ambition.'* Yamodia 
then commanded him to be put to death 3 apd the fen- 
tcnce was executed the fame hour* 

Tamira now repented, in unutterable diHreis, of a 
crime, by which the pleafures, not only of pojQGcffion, 
but hope, were precluded : her attachment to life was 
broken, by the very means which ihe had taken to 
preferve it -, and as an atonement for the forfeit of her 
virginity, ik^ determined ^o fubmit to that law of mar- 
riage, from which, as a princefs only, Oie was exempt* 
ed, and to throw h^ifelf op the pile by which the bo- 
d/ of her huftka^d was to be confumed. To this her 
father confented. TWu a^ts ^t\t ^t^Wwed to the 
wads', aad lUi:« WW»* ViW Iw^iL^^^t. \«. \^ ^v 
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If, by thefe Events, it is evident, that Yafmodiii' 
dUcerned no law which would have jnftified the pre- 
fervation of his daughter,-*-and if it is abfurd to fup* 
pofe his integrity to be vidous^ becaufe he had lefs 
power and opportunity to obtain knowledge than Pl»» 
to, — it will follow, that, by whatever rule the obla- 
tion of human facrifice may be condemned, the cpn- 
du6l of Yamodin, which would have produced fuch< 
facrifice, was morally right, and that of the prince, 
which prevented it, was morally wrong; that the con- 
fent of Tamira to the marriage Was vicious, and that 
her fuictde was heroic virtue, though in her marriage 
fbe concurred witb a general law of nature, and by 
her death oppofed it : for moral right and wrong are 
textn^ that are wholly relative to the agent by whom 
the a^oa is performed, and not to the adion Itfelf 
conddered abftradedly > for abilra^dly^ it can be 
right or wrong only in a natural fenfe. It appears^ 
therefore, that Revelation is oeccffary to the eftablifli«i 
meot even of -natmral religion j sind that it is more ri«^ 
tional to fnppofe it has been vouchiafed in part, than 
not at all. \ 

It may, perhaps, be a&ed, of what ufe then is con- 
fcience as a guide of life, fince in thefe inRaaces Vt ap- 
pears hot to coincide with the Divine Law,, but to op* 
pofe it ; to condemn that which is enjoined, and ap- 
prove that which is forbidden. But to this qoeftten^ 
the anfwer is eafy. 

The end which Confcience approves is alwftys good,. 

though flie fometimes midakes the means. The end^ 

which Yamodin propofed, was deliverance from a pef- 

ttlence^ but he did not, nor cbuld know, that this 

end was act to be obtained by \iVLm9LtiWct^i&t.\ <v^\> 

G 4 ^^'^ 
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the end which Confcience condemns; is alwajs ill 5 for 
the end propofed by the prince, wa» private gain- by 
public lofs. By Confcience, then, all men are retrain- 
ed from intentional ill, and diFe6led in their choice of 
the end, though not of the means : it infallibly direfls . 
us to avoid guilt, but is not intended to<fecure us from . 
error: it is not, therefore, either ufelefs as a law to 
ourfelves, nor yet fufficient to regulate ourcondufi 
with refped to others : it may fling with remorfe, but 
it cannot cheer us with hope. It is by Revelatioit 
alone, that virtue and happinef» are connedUd : by - 
Revelation, " we are led into all truth j'* G^nfcience 
is diredcd to effedl its purpofe, and Repentance is 
encouraged by. the hope of pardon. If this fun is 
lifen upon our hemifphere, let us not confider it only 
as the objedl of fpeculation and inquiry: let us rejoice- 
ia its influence, and walk by its light ^ regarding, ra> 
ther with contempt than indignation, thofe.wbo are ■ 
only folicitous to difcover, why its radiance is sot far*-' 
ther djffufed^ and wilfully (hut their eyes againfl it, 
becaufe they fee others flumble^ to whom it has beea*' 
denied. 

It is not neceflGiry to inquire, what would be deter- 
mined at the Great Tribunal, concerning a heathen,, 
who had ia every inflance obeyed the dilates of Con- 
fcience, however erroneous 5 becaufe it will readily be 
granted, that no fuch moral perfedlion was ever found 
among men : but It Is eafy to afcertaia the fate of 
thofe, " who love darknefs rather than light, becaufe 
** their deeds are evil; " who violate the law that has 
been written upon the heart, and reje6l that which 
has been offered them from above ; ^^yho, though their 
Ikis are as iltaxlet, cavil at x\ie x«xa^ on N*\\\Oci xVvt^. 



No. XCL TBI ADVENTtn^xn* I X53.' 

might be white as-foowj and, .^ough their iniquities 
have been multiplied without number, revile the hand-, 
that would blot them from the Regifler of Heaven. 
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€um tabu/is animum cenforis fumet honejfu 

Hoii.. 

Bold be the critic, zealous to his truft. 
Like the firm judge inexorably juft. 

To the Advehtorer. 
SIR, 

In the papers of criticifm which you have gtvenr V^^ 
the public, I have remarked a fpirit of candor, and- 
love of truths equally remote from bigotry and cap- 
tioufnefs \ a jull diflribution of praife amongft the an*: 
cients and the modems \ a fober deference to reputa- 
tion long e(labli(h^d, without a blind adoration of an-« 
tiquity j and a willingnefs to favout \«Xw "^t-T^atxsv^ 
wdoeca, without a light or puerile {oudntb is^x xsKW^iXi*^ 

G s ^ 
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I Aiatl, therefore, Venture to lay before you Ibeh 
obfervattons as hare rifen to mj fnind in the confider* 
atioft of Virgil's Padorals, without amy inquiry how 
£ir my fentimer^ts deviate from eftabliflied rules or 
common opinions. 

If we furvey the ten paftorals in a general view, it 
will be found, that Virgil can derive from them very 
little claim « to the praife of an inventor. To fearch 
into the antiquity of this kind of poetry, is not my 
prefent purpofe : that it has long fubfifled in the ead, 
the Sacred Writings fufficiently inform us^ and we 
may eonjcAure, with great probability, that k wa» 
fometimes the devotion, and fometimes the entertain- 
ment, of the BtGl generations of mankind. Theocritus 
united elegance with fimplicity ^ and taught his (hep- 
herds to fing with fo mu^h eafe and harmoay, that bis 
countrymen, defpairing to excel, forbore to imitate 
him : and the Greeks, however vain or ambitious, left 
him in quiet pofleffion of the garlands which the 
Wood-Nymphs had heftowed upon him. 

Virgil, however, taking advantage of another Ian* 
guage, ventured to copy or to rival the Sicilian Bard.. 
He has written with greater fplendor of di^ion,. and 
elevation of ientiment : but as the magnificence, of his 
performances was more, the (implicity was lefs : and,, 
perhaps, where he excels Theoorhus, he fiun climes 
obtains his fuperiority by deviating from^the pailoral 
charrafler, and perfMrmin^ what Theooritus nev-cr at*- 
tempted. 

Yet, though I would willingly pay to Theoc»tos 
the honour which is always due to ^p original author, 
/' am far from inteivdrag ^ A«^tecv^t Vit^il v .of" 
Wiom Horace' juftly d4ic\aies, x\k?i.v^^ ^^^^'^^^'^^ 
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hare appropriated to him ibett elegance atid fwcetnefs ^ 
and whO) as he copied Theocritus in his deiign, has 
lefembled htm likewife In his fuccefs ; for^ rf we ex- 
cept Calphurnius, an obfcure author of the lower ages^ 
I know not that a fingle paftoral was written after hiia< 
by any poet, till the revival of literature^ 

But though his general merk has beeti univerfally 
acknowledged^ I am far from thinking all the produc- 
tions of his rura*! Thalia equally excellent; There is^ 
indeed, in^ alU his paftorals, a ftrain of vei^ficatioti,- 
which it ia vain to feek in any other poet j but, if Wcf 
except the fitft and the tenth, they feem liable, either 
wholly or in part, to coniiderable objefllons. 

The' fecood, though we (hould forget the gfrcat 
charge againft ]t> which I am afraid can never be re- 
futed, mighty I think, have pertlhedy without any di*' 
minution* of the praifeof its author ; for I know tkot 
l^at it contains one afieding fentiment or pleafing de^ 
fcriptioB, or one paiTagc that ftrikci the imagination,. 
~eft awakens the pafKons.- 

The third contains a conteil between two fiiephetds, 
begun with a quarrel, of which fome particulars might 
weU be Qwred, carried on with fptrightlinefs and ele- * 
gance, and terminated at lad in a reconciliation : but,. 
furely^ whether, the tftvedives Vftth which they attack 
•ach other be true or falft, they are toe mucl/ikgrad- 
ed frmn the dignity of paftoral innocence; and; inftead' 
of rejoicing that they are both videriouS; I fitbuld not 
have grieved, could they have been both defeated; 

The Poem to Pollio is; indeed, of another kind : it' 
i$ MM with images^ at once fpUodid and pleafing ^; 
and is eJe rated with gr a ndeuxoi \ati^v]A.<^tL^ ^^stCti:^ ^- 
Ae&r&of Rouk^n poets : but lam t«X ^W^ \» x*«wn 

as. "^ 
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cUe myfelf to the ctifproportion between the perfonn- 
ance and the occafion that produced It : that the goldea 
age (hould return, becaufe Pollio had a fbn, appears fa 
ivild a fi^on, that I am ready to fuTped the poet o£ 
having written, for fome other purpofe, what he took 
this opportunity of producing to the public. 

The fifth contains a celebratioiv of Daphnis, which 
has flood to all fucceeding. ages as the model of paf-^ 
toral elegies^ To deny praife to a performance which 
fo many thoufands have^ laboured to imitate, would be 
to judge with too little deference for the opinion oi& 
mankind,: yet whoever (hall read it with impartiality^ 
will find, that moft of the images are of the mytholo- 
gical kind, and, therefore,, eafily invented \ and that 
there are few fentiments of rational praife oi naturak 
lamentation*. 

In the Silenus he again riles to the dignity of phi- 
lofophic fentiments and heroic poetry ^^ The addrefs to? 
Varus is eminently beautiful : but fince the compli- 
ment paid to Gallus fixes the tranfadiion to his own^ 
time, the fidion of Silenus feems injudicious ; nor has 
any fufiicient reafon yet been found, to juflify his' 
choicer of thofe fables that make the fubjed of the.- 
fong. 

The feventh exhibits another contefl of the tuneful 
fliepherds f and, furely, it is not without fome reproach. 
to his inventive power^ that, of ten paftorals^. Virgil has* 
written two upon the fame plan. One of the (hep-* 
herds now gains an acknowledged viflory, but without, 
any apparent fuperiosity ^ and the reader, when he fees 
the prizie adjudged, is not able to difcover how.it was^ 
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Of the eighth pafloral, To little i$ properly the work 
of Virgil, that he has no claim to other praife or blamei» 
than that of a tranflator. - > 

Of the ninth, it is /carce poffible to difcover the de-r 
%n or tendency ; it is faid, I^ know not upon what au^ 
thority, to have been compofed from fragments o£l 
other poems ^ and except a few lines in which the an- 
ther touches upon his own misfortunes, there is nothing 
that feems appropriated to any time or place, or of which 
any other ufe can be difcovered than to fill up the 
poem* 

The firft and the tenth pailorals, whatever be deter- 
mined of the reft, are fufficient to place their author 
above the reach of . rivalry. The complaint of Gallus 
difappoinjted in. his love, is full of fuch fentiments as 
difappointed love naturally produces ^ his wifhes are 
wild, his refentment is tender, and his purpofes are in- 
condant. tn the genuine language of defpair, he 
fooths himfelf apwhile with the pity that (hall be paid 
him after his death : 



iTamen cantabitis^ ArcsMs^ inquii^ 



Montihus bcBC vfftris : foil cantart periti 
Arcades, Qmihi turn quam molliter ojfa quiefcanty 
Vejlra tneos olim Ji Jiftula die at amores I. 



-Yet, O Arcadian fwains. 



Ye bed artificers of foothing drains ! 

Tune your foft reeds, and teacK your rocks my 

woes, 
So (hall my (hade in fweeter reft repofe. 
O that your birth and bu(inefs had been mine; 
To feed the flock, and prune tht C^Tt2L^va^ Vvcv^X 
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Difcontented with his prefent condilioQ, and d^fir- 
•os tm be any thing but what be it, he wi(bes hiflnfelf 
one of the fhepherds. He then catches the idea of ru- 
ral tranquillity ; but foon difcovers bow much happier 
he (hoi&ld be in thefe happy vegionf, with Lyaoris at 
his fide* 

HicgelvdifonteSfbicmoiRapratayL^eori'^ 
Hie nemut ; hie ipf> teeum confumerer ava^ 
Nunc injkntis amor duri me Mortis in arnUs \ 
Tela inter tnedia, atque adverfos detinet boftes^ 
Tu praeul a patria {nee Jit mihi erederey tantum? , 
jfipinaty ah dura, nivesy iyfrrgore Rheni 
Mejinefoia vides. J^ te nefrigora- lisdanl / 
Ah tihi ne teneras glaeiesfeeet afpera plantas ! 

Here cooling fountains roll through ffow'rjr mead^> 

Here wood», Lycoris, lift their verdant heads \ 

Hex« could I wear my carelefs life away> 

And in thy arms infeniibly decay* 

Inftead of that, me frantic love detains 

TMid foes, and dreadful darts^^and bloody plains ; 

While you and can my foul the tale believe,. 

Far from your country, lonely wandering leave 

Me, me your lover, barbarous fugitive ! 

Seek the rough Alps where fnows eternal ihine,. 

And joylefs borders^ of the frozen Rhine. 

Ah!, may no cold e'er blaft my dearcft maid, 

Nor pointed ice thy tender feet invade ! 

Wartonj 

He then turns his thoughts on every fide, laqueft 
oifomcxhin^ ttjat may folact ox a»iN& \x\m\ >afc -^x^ 



p»fcs.kappiii<r» tK> hknfclf, fird in one fecnt aiid«lie» i» 

another } and at lad finds that nothing wtll hiisij : 

Jam nequi HamadfyaJef rur/umy nee carmina mMt 
lpf0 plucent : ^fi rurfum coticedkefyhct^ 
Non ilium nofiri p^ffiuH miuare labBves ; 
Nee Jif rigor thus mediis Hebrumque bibamuSj 
Scuboniafque ntve^ hyemis fubecmuf aqwfa i 
Necji^ cum moriem alta libeir aret in ulmo^ 
JE,thiopumverf(nmu9WsfubJi(kreCancri^ 
Omnia v'mcit amori et nos ccdamus amori^ 

But now again no more the woodland maids. 
Nor paftoral (bng» delighf—— Farewell, ye (hades—— 
No toils of OOFS tht cruel god can change, 
Tho' loft in frozen^ defert* we ftiould range y 
Tho* we fhould drink where ehilling. Hebrus flows,. 
Bndure bleak winter^s blaft», and Thracian fnows y 
Or oo hot lY)d4a'» plaim our flbck ^ould feed, 
Where the patccl»\i elm declines his fickening head ), 
Beneath $evoe glowkig CaneerV fiery beain», 
Far from cool breezes and refreihing dreams* 
Love over all maintains refiftlefs fway, 
And let u» love'a all-con(^uering. povv^er obey. 

Wa&ton.. 

• 

But notwithflaiuKng the excellence of the tenth paf- 
toral, 1 cannot forbear to give the preference to the- 
£rft, which is e(|uaHy natural and more divorfified* 
The complaint of the ihepherd, who *faw his old com* 
panion at eafe in the (hadCj^ while himfelf was driving. 
YoM Kuhf flock he knew not YihUhti^ \& ?>aidi\ ^^ ^>j^Xc 
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iPftriation of circumftancefy mifery always utters at the 
fight of profperity : ^ . ■ ^ 

Noi patri<e fines ^ i^ dulcia Hnquimtts arva / 

Nos pMtriamfugimus : /», Tityre^ ientus in umbnty 

Formofam refonare doces Amarytlida fyhas. 

We leave our country^ bounds^ our much lo¥?d 

plains \ 
We from our country fly, unhappy fwains ! 
YoUy Tit^ruSy in the groves, at leifure laid, 
Teach Amaryllis^ name to every (hade. 

Warton. 

His account of the difRculties of his journey^ gives a^. 
very tender image of pailoral diltrefs^ : 



•£/f ipfe capeHuf 



Protenus seger ago ; banc etiatn vix, Tifyre, ducoi 
lite inter den/as coryios modo namque gemellos^ 
Spem gregisy ab! fiHce in nuda connixa reliquit. 

And lo ! fadpart^ner of the general care, > 
Weary and faint I drive my goats afar I 
While fcarcely this my leading hand fuftains, 
Tir'd with the way, and recent from her pains 5. 
For ^mid yon tangled hazels as we paft, 
On the bare flints her haplefs twin (he cafl, 
The hopes and promife of my ruined fold ! 

Warton*. 

The defcription of VirgiPs happinefs in his little. 
farm, combines almoft all tlie imager oi i>3ii^ ^\^'9X.\xt^ %. 



•SL'SVf 
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and he, therefore that can read it with indifference, h^s 
no fenfe of padoral poetry : 

* Fortunate feneK^ argo tua rura monehunt^ 
JEt tibimagna/atis ; quamvis lapis omnia nudus^ 
Limofoque palus ohducat pafcua jitnBoy 
Nan infueta gravis tentabunt pabulafxtas^ 
Nee mala vicini pecoris contagia iadent^ 
Fortunate fenex^ his inter fiumina nota^ 
Et fontesfacros^frigus captabisopacum^ , 
Hinc tibiy qua fencer vicino ab iimite feper^ 
Hyblais apibus Jlorem depajta faliBi^ 
Scepe levifomnumfuadebit^inirefufurro. \ 

Hinc altdfub rupe canetfionda$or ad auras ; 
Nee tamen inter ea raueie, tua eura. palumbes^ 
Nee gemere aeria eejfabit turtur ab uimo. 

Happy old man ! then flill thy farms reftorM, 
Enough for thee, (hall blefs thy frugal board. 
What tho* rough ftones the naked foil o'erfpread^ 
Or marfhy bulru(h rear its wat^y head, 
No foreign food thy teeming ewes (hall fear. 
No touch contagious fpread its influence here, 
Happy old man ! here Wd th' accuftomM dreams 
And facred fprings, you^ll fhun the fcorching 

beams ; 
While from yon willow-fence thy pafture^s bound, 
The bees that fuck, their flowery (lores around, ^ 

Shall fweetly mingle, with the whifpering bough^ 
Their lulling murmurs, and invite repofe : 
While from deep rocks the pruner^s fong is heard \ 
Nor the foft- cooing dove, thy fav'rite bitd^ 
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Mean while fludl ceafe to breathe her meltiog 

firain. 
Nor turtles from th' aerial elm to *plain» 

WaaToir 

It may be obfervedi that thefe two poemt were pio« 
duced by events that really happened j and may» there- 
fore, be of ufe to prore^ that we oan always feel more 
than we can imagine, and that the moft artful fidion 
muft give way to truth* 
T. 

lam, SIR 



Your fattn^)I« lenrant, 



Ih' 



i 



N0« XCIIL THX 4I>V£NTUilX«« 1^2 



No. XCIir, Tuefday, Septembor 35. 1753. 



Irrttaty mitlcei^falfis terroribus implet 

Vt Magus ) i^ taodo wfi Tbebisi modoponit j^thenis^ 

Hoiu 

*Tis lie who gives my breaft a thoufand pains^ 
Can mak« me 1%^ each paOtoa that he feigns y 
jSnf age, comppfe, with more th^n magic art % 
With pitjTi gnd with terror Um my heart > 
And fnatch me, o'er the e^rth, or thro* the air, 
Tp^TbcbeSy (o Atbcos, when he will and where* 

Vir aiTJCRs of a mixed cbarafler, that abound in t^^f- 
cendent beauties and in grois imp^fediions, are the 
mod proper and moft pregnant fubjed^ for critlcifm* 
The regularity and corre6tnef$ of a Virgil or Horace, 
almoil confine their commentators to perpetual pane* 
gyric, and afford them few opportunities .of diverfify- 
ii^ their remarks by the deteflion of latent blemi(hes» 
Far this reafon, I am inclined to thicik, thaX ^ ^^^ ^* 
fcfvatioi^ on the writings o£ SYiakffct^taixt^ 'wCCi ^^^. ^^ 
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.deemed ufelefs or unentertaining, becaufe he exhibits^ 
more numerous examples of excellencies and faults^ 
of every kind, than are, perhaps, to be difcovered in 
any other author. I (hall, therefore, from time to time^ 
examine his merit as a poet, without blind admiration^ 
or wanton inveftive. 

As Shakefpeare is fometimes blameable for the con- 
duct of his fables, which have no unity : and fome- 
times for his didion, wiiich is obfcure and turgid j fo- 
his charad^eriflical excellencies may poilibly be reduced 
to thefe three general heads : '* his lively creative Ima« 
" gination ^ his (Irokea of nature and paflion ^ and biaf 
'" prefervation of the confiftency of his charafterff.** 
The(e excellencies, particolarly the laft, are of ib muc]k 
importance in the drama, that they amply compenfatfr 
for his tranfgreflions againil the rules of Time and 
Place, which being of a more mechanical nature, are 
often ftridly obferved by a genius of the lowed order ^ 
but to portray charafters naturally, and to preferve 
them uniformly, requires fuch an intimate knowledge 
of the heart of man, and is fo rare a portion df felici* 
ty, as to have been enjoyed, perhaps, only by two writ- 
ers Homer and Shakefpeare. 

Of all the plays of Shakefpeare, the Temped is the 
mod driking in dance of his creative power. He has there 
given the reins to his boundlefs imagination, acd has ' 
carried the romantic, the wonderful, and the wild^ 
to the mod pleadng extravagance. The fcene is a- 
defolate idand ^ and the charaf^ers the mod new and fin- 
gular that can well be conceived : a prince who prac- 
tifes magic, an attendant fpirit, a monder the fon of a 
w/tchj and a young lady who Wd btexi \iio>3L^V^t to this 
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iblltude an her Infancy, and had never beheld a man ex* 
cept her father. 

As I have affirmed that . Shakefpeare's chief excel- 
lence is the confiiiency of his charadters, I will exem-. 
plify the truth of this remark, by pointing out fome 
mafter-drokes of this nature in the drama before^us. 

The poet artfully acquaints us that Profpero is a ma« 
.gician, by the very Hril words which his daughter Mi« 
jranda fpeaks to him : 

If by your art, my dearefl father, you have 
Put the wild waters in this roar, allay them : 

which intimate that the temped defcribed in the pre- 
ceding fcene, was the eflFeft of rrofpero's power. The 
fanner in which he was driven from his dukedx)m of 
Milan, and landed afterwards on this folitary ifland, 
.accompanied only by his daughter, is immediately in- 
•troduced in a fliort and natural narration. 

The officers of his attendant Spirit, Ariel, are en u« 
merated with amazing wildnefs of fancy, and yet with 
equal propriety : his employment is faid to be, 

■ ■ To tread the ooze 

Of the fait deep : 

To run upon the. (harp wind of the north \ 

To do— bufinefs in the veins o' th^ earth. 

When it is bak'd with froft 5 • 

to dive into the fijc \ to ride 
On the cur^d -clouds. 

In dektlhing the place in wlHt\iVie\ii^s cw^ct^^'!^^ 
J^^pgUt^af^i^y^itl exprefiCes t\ie {ei;iQ<m olVx* ^Va-"^-^ 
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^oti hf the folkming^ circuiiiftafice, tvhkh -zt^oklf 
glaaccs at another of his fervlces ; 

■ ■ ■ In the deep qook, where once 
Thou calPft me up at midnight, to fetch dew 
From the fiill*vext Bermudas. 

Ariel, being owe of thofe dres or fpJrits, whofe pat 
*^ time is to make midnight^rouflnrooms, and who re^ 
** joice to liften to the iblemn curfew 5" by whofc 
aHiftance Profpero has bedimmM the fun at noon»tide> 

And ^twixt the green fea and the azurM vault, 
Set roaring war 5 , 

has a fet of ideas and images preculiar to his ftatiotr and 
office ^ a beauty of the fame kind with that which is fo 
juftly admired in the Adam of Milton, whofe manners 
and fentiments are all Paradifaical. How delightfully 
9nd how fuitably to his charai^er, are the habitations 
and padimes of this invidble being pointed oat in the 
following exquilite fong ! 

Where the bee fucks, there fuck I : 

In a cowflip^s bell I lie^ 

There I couch when owls do cry. 

On the bat's back I do fly, 
' After fun fet merrily. 
Merrily, merrily ihall I live tiow, 
Under the bloflbm that hangs on the bough* 

Mr. Pope, whofe imagina\\oaVi«A\it«ii\l»sQ:^ht by 
&m€ tbelenit^ of hia eKcUettiats, Vm^'to^XAVt^ .m»^ 
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ceived and carried on the machinery in his '' Rape of 
'' the Lock,'* with vaft exuberance of fancy. The 
imagoes, cuftoms, and employments of his Sylphs, are 
exa6lly adapted to their natures, sire peculiar and ap- 
propriated, are all,, if I may be allowed the expreflion, 
Sylphi(h. The enumeration of the puni(hments they 
were to undergo, if they neglefted their charge^ would, 
on account of its poetry and propriety, and efpecially 
the mixture of oblique fatire, be fuperior to any cir- 
cumftances in Shakefpeare's Ariel, if we could fuppoCf 
Pope to have been unacquainted with the Temped, 
when he wrote this part of his accompli(hed poem. 

She did confine thee 
Into a cloven pine \ within which rift 
ImprifonM, thou didft painfully remain 
A dozen years v within which fpace (he dyM, « 

And left ^ thee there \ where thou didil vent thy 

groans, 
As fad as mill-wheels ftrike. 

If thou more murmured, I will rend an oak, 
And peg thee in his knotty entrails, Hill 
Thott'ft howlM away twelve winters. 

For this, be fore, to-night thou (halt have cramps, 
Side-ftitches that (hall pen thy breath up : urchina 
Shall, for that vaft of night that they may work. 
All exercife on thee \ thou (halt be pinchM 
As thick as honey-combs^ each pinch more fliog<^ 
ing 

Than hcu that made ^em^t 
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If thou ncglcft'ft or doft unwillingly 
What I command, I'll rack thee with old cramps j 
Fill all thy bones with aches : make thee roar. 

That beads (hall tremble at thy din. 

Sbarsspsark. 

Whatever fpirlt, carelefs of his charge, 
Forfakes his poft or leaves the fair at large, . 
Shall feel (harp vengeance foon o'ertake his fine. 
Be (loppM in vials, or transfixed with pins ^ 
Or plung'd in lakes of bitter waQies lie. 
Or wedgM whole ages in a bodkin's eye 4 
Gums and pomatums (liall his flight reftrain, 
While clog'd he beats his filken wings in vain.^ 
Or allum ftyptics with contrafting pow'r, . 
Shrink his thin effcnce like a fhrivell'd flow'r ; 
Or as.li^ion fix'd, the wretch (liall feel 
The giddy motion of the whirling wheel ^ 
In fumes of burning chocolate (hall glow, 
A nd tremble at thie fea that froths below ! 

Popi. 

The method which is taken to. induce Ferdinand to 
believe that his father was drowned in the late tem- 
pe(l, is exceedingly folemn and ftriking. He is fitting 
upon a folitary rock, and weeping over againft the place 
where he imagined his father was wrecked, when iie 
fuddcnly hears with aftonifhment, aerial mu(ic creep by 
him upon the waters, and the Spirit gives him the fol- 
lowing information, in words not proper for any but a 
jSpirit to utter : 

Full 



I 
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Full fathom five thy father lies : • 

Of his bones are coral made : 
Thofe are pearls that were bis eyes : 

Nothing of him that doth fade, 
but doth fuffet a fea-change, 
Into fomething rich and flrange* 

And then follows a mod lively circamfiance ^ 

Sea nymphs hourly ring his knell. 

Hark ! now I heat them-«*Ding-dong-bell I 

^his is fo truly poetiqal, than one can Icarce fotbear 
exclaiming with Fetdinand, 

There is no mortal bufinefs, nor no found 
That the earth owns !— . • 

» 

The happy verfatility of Shak^fpeare^s genhiSy enables 
him to excel in lyric as well as in dramatic poefy. 

But the poet rifes dill higher in hit managment o£ 
this chara&er of Artel, by making a moral ufe of it, 
that is, I think, incomparable, and the greateft effort 
of his art. Ariel informs Profpero^ that he has fulfil- 
led his orders, and punifhed his brother and conlpanions 
fo feverely, that if he himfelf was now to behold their 
Tufferings, he would greatly compaflionate them. To 
trUch Profpero anfwers, • 

-^Doft thou think fo, Spirit ? 
ArieU Mine would, Sir, were I human. 
Profpero. And mine (hall. 

VoudlL H ^^ 
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He then Aakes occafion^ with wonderful dexterity and 
httmanity, to draw an argument from the incorporality 
of Ariel, for thejttftice and neccffity of pity and «for- 
givenefs : 

Haft thou, which art but air, a touch, a feeling 
Of their afflifiions ; and (hall not myfelfy 
One of their kind, that reliihall at (hai^ly, 
PaffionM as they, be kindlier mov*d than thou art ? 

The poet k a<4nQre powerful magician than his own 
Profpero : we are tranfportcd into fairy land j we are 
wrapt in a delicious dream, from which it is mufery to 
be difturbed } all around is enchantment i t 



-The ifle is &11 of noifes. 



Sounds, ahd fweet airs, that give delight and hurt 

not. 
Sometimes a thoufand twanging inftrumentt 
Will hum about mine ears, and fometimes voices ; 
That, if I then had wakM after long deep, 
Will make me flaep again : and then in dreaming, 
The clouds, methought, would open and (hew fiches 
Ready to drop upon me -.-^-when I wakM, 
I cry'd to dream again ! 

Z. ? 



•No, 



V • 

V. 
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No. XCIV. 6aturda7, September ap. 1753. 



Monfiro quodipfe tibi po/fls dare. Jdv. 

^What I (hew, 

Thyfelf may frcdy on thyfelf bellow* 

Drtden. 

To the Al>V£NTUR:Eft. 

SIR, 

You have fomewhat difcouraged the hope of idlenefsFy 
by (hewkigy that whoever compares the number of 
thofe who have pofTefTed fortuitous advantages, and of 
thofe who have been difappointed in their ezped'ations, 
will have little reafon to regifler himfelf in the lucky 
catalogue. 

But as we have feen thoufands fubfcribe to a raffle, 

of which one only 'coul8, obtain the prize \ fo idlenefs 

will ilill prefume to hope, if the advantages, however 

imprebablei are admitted to lie within the boutLd^ q£ 

^offittZ/t/. jUt the drone, thereioie^ \>« V^&^ ^^^ *^ 

. ^ Ha ^^ 
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by the error of fortune he o1:t.tains the (lores of the bee, 
he cannot enjoy the felicity > that the honey which is 
not gathered by induflry, will be eaten without reliOiy 
if it is not wafted in riot ; and that all who become 
pofTeiTed of the immediate obje£i; of their hope, without 
any efforts of their own, will be difappointed of en- 
joyment. 

No life can be happy, but that which is (pent In the 
profecution of fome purpofe to which our powers are 
equal, and which we, therefore, ptofecute with fuccefss 
for this reafon, it is abfurd to dread bufinefs, upon pre- 
tence that it will leave few intervals to pleafure. Bufidefs 
is that by which induftry purfues its purpofe, and the 
purpofe of induftry is feldom difappointed : he who en- 
deavours to arrive at a certain point, which he perceives 
himfelf perpetually to approach, enjoys all the happinefs 
which nature has allotted to thafe hours, that are not fpent 
in the immediate gratification of appetites by which out 
own wants are indicated, or of affeflions by which we 
are prompted to fupply the wants of others. The end pro- 
pofed by the bufy.^is various as their temper, conftitu- 
tion, habits and circumftances: but in the labour it- 
felf is the enjoyment, whether it be purfued to fupply 
the ncceffaries or the conveniencies of life, whether to 
cultivate a farm or decorate a palace 5 for when the pa- 
lace is decorated, and the barn filled, the pleafure is at 
an end, till the objedl of defire is again placed at a di- 
ftance, and our powers are again employed to obtain 
it with apparent fuccefs. Nor is the value of life lefs, 
than if our enjoyment did not thus confift in anticipa- 
tion : for by anticipation, the pleafure which would o- 
therwife be cent rafted wllVim zvl hour, is diffufed 
through a week ) and i£ xVit dxt^id t^VvcV t:6aL^\^t.x^\^% 
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future evil is confefled to be an increafe of mirery, the 
hope which magnifies future good cannot be denied to 
l^e an acceffion of happinefs. 

The mod numerous clafs of thofe who prefume to 
I^ope for miraculous advantages, is that of gamefters. 
But by gameders I do not mean the gentlemen who 
flake an eflgte, again (I the cunning of thofe who have 
none; for I leave the cure of lunatics to the profeiTors 
of phyfic : I mean the diiTolute and indigent, who in 
the common phrafe put themfelves in fortune^s way, 
and expe£l from her bounty that which they eagerly 
defire, and yet believe to be too dearly purchafed by dili« 
gence and indudry ^ tradefmen who negle6l their bu(i- 
nefs, to fquauder in fafhionable follies more^than it 
Can produce ^ and fwaggerers, who rank themfelvea 
vith gentlexaea^ merely becaufe they have no bufinef^ 
to purfue. 

The gaii\efter of this clafs will appear to be equally 
wretched, whether his hope be fulfilled or difappoint* 
ed ; the obje£t of it depends upon a contingency, over 
which he has no Influence ^ he purfues no purpofe with 
gradual and perceptible fuccefs, and, therefore, cannot 
enjoy the pleafure which arifes from the anticipation 
c£ its accomplifhment ) his mind is perpetually on the 
rack ) he is anxious in proportion to the eagernefs of 
his defire, and his inability to effe£^ it y to the pang» 
of fufpence, fucceed thofe of difappointment ^ and a mon 
mentary gain only embitters the lofs that follows. Such 
is the life of him, who (huns bufinefs becaufe he would 
iecure leifure for enjoyment j except it happens, againd 
the odds of a million to one, that a' run of fuccefs puts him 
into the poffefTion of a fum fufHcient to fubfid him ia 
idleaefs the remainder of his U£e; wv^ va. >^\% ^"^^ 

Hi 



"« 
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the idlenefs which made him wretched while he waited 
for the bounty •£ fortune, will neceflarily keep him 
wretched after it is bedowed : he will find, that, iir 
the gratification of his appetites, he can fill but a fmall 
portion of his time, and that thefe appetites themfelves' 
are weakened by every attem^pt to increafe the enjoy- 
ment which they were intended to fupply > he will, 
therefore, either doze away life in a kind of lUHefr 
indolence, which he defpairs to exalt into^ felicity^ or 
he will imagine that the good- he wants is to be ob- 
tained by an increafe of his wealth,- by a larger houfe, a 
more fplendid equipage, and a more numerous retiliae. 
If with this notion he has again recovrfe to the altar 
of fortune, he will either be undeceived by. a acwt fe» 
ries of fuccefs, or he will be reduced to his original in- 

• 

digence by the lofs of that which he knew not how to 
enjoy : if this happens, of which there b the higheft 
degree of probability, he will inflantly become mere 
wretched in proportion as he was rich ^ though, while 
he was rkh, he was not more happy in proportion as» 
he had been poor* Whatever is won, is reduced by 
experiment to its intrinfic value ^ whatever is loft, is* 
heightened by imagination to more. Wealth is- no 
fooner diflipated, than its inanity is forgotten, and it is- 
regretted as the means of happinefs which it was not 
found to afford. The gamefter, therefore, of whatever 
clafs, plays againft manifed odds ; fince that which^he 
wins he difcovers to be brafs) and that which he lofes 
he values as gold. And it (hould alfo be remarked, 
that in this eftimate of his life, I have not fuppofed him 
to lofe a fingle (lake which he had not firfl won. 
£ut though gaming in general is wifely prohibited 
by the legiQatutCf ^^ ptodu&ivc- xiov wA^ ^il ^vw«v.<k 
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but of public evil 5 yet there is one fpecie^ to whicb' 
all are fometimes iovitedy which equally encourages- 
the hope of idlenefs, and relaxes the vigour of induf- 
try. 

. Ned Froth, who had been fevetal years butler in a- 
family of diftindion^ having faved about four hundred' 
pounds, took a little houfe in the fuburbs, and laid in- 
a flock of liquors for which he paid ready money, and 
which were, therefore, the beft of the kind* Ned per- 
Cjpived his trade increafe-^ he purfued it* with frefh ala- 
crity, he exulted in his fuGccfs, and the joy of his' 
heart fparkled in his countenance : . but it happened that 
Ned, in the midft of his happinefs and profperity, was- 
pjevailed upon to buy a lottery ticket* The moment 
his hope was fixed upon an obje^ which induflry could 
xu)t obtain, he determined to be induilrious no longer : 
tp draw drtnkrfor a dirty and bolflerous rabble, was^a 
flavery to which he now fubmitted with reludance,. 
and he longed for the moment in which he (hould be 
free : indead of telling his llory and cracking his joke 
for the entertainment of his cuftomers, he received- 
them with indifference, was obferved to be (ilent and- 
fullen, and amufed himfelf by going three or four 
times a day to fearch the regifter of fortune for the fuc» 
cefs of his ticket. 

In this difpofitioR Ned was fitting one morning in- 
the corner of a bench by his fire-iide, wholly abftra£ied 
in the con^iemplation of his future fortune ^ indulging, 
this moment the hope of a mete poOTibility, and the 
next fhuddering with the dread of lofing the felicity 
which his fancy had combined with the poirc01on of. 
tco thoufand pounds. A maa wcW &i^tSi^^ ^t^.^\^^ 

H 4 \caa:^ 
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haflily, and inquired for him of his guefts, who manj 
times called him aloud by his nan»e, and curft him for 
deafnefs and flupidity, before Ned darted up as from 
a dream, and afkedwith a fretful impatience what they 
wanted. An afieSed confidence of being well receiv- 
ed, and an air of forced jocularity in the (Iranger, 
gave Ned fome offence) but the next moment, he 
catched him in his arms in a tranfport of joy, upon rc« 
ceiving his congratulation as proprietor of the fortu^ 
nate ticket, which had that morning been drawn a 
prize of the firft clafs. 

It was not, however, long before Ned difcovered 
that ten thoufand pounds did not bring the felicity 
which he expefted j a difeovery which generally pro^ 
duces the diilipation of fudden afRuence by prodigali<< 
ty. Ned drank, and whored, and hired fiddlers, and; 
bought fine clothes ; he bred riots at Vauxhall, treat- 
ed flatterers, and damned plays. But fomething was. 
ilill wajnting y and he refolved to flrike a bpld flroke, 
and attempt to double the remaincfer of his prize at 
play, that he mi^ght live in a palace and keep an equi* 
page : but in the execution of this proje£l, he loft the 
whole produce of his lottery ticket, except five hun- 
dred pounds in Bank notes, which when he would have 
flaked he could not find. This fum was more than 
that which had eftabllihed him in the trade he had left y 
and yet, with the power of returning to a ftation that 
was once the utmoft of his ambition, and of renewing that 
purfuit which alone had made him happy, fuch was the 
pungency of his regret, that in the dcfpair of recover- 
}>^ the mpney whiqh he knew had produced nothing 

hut 
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but riot, difeafe, and vexation, he threw himfelf from 
tiie Bridge into the Thames. 

I am^ Sir, < 

Your humble fervant, 

Cauttts. 
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'Dulcique anlmos novitqte tenebo* Ov'id. 

And with fweet novcltj your foul detain. 

It is often charged upon writers, that with all their 
pretenfions to genius and difcoveries, they dp little 
more than copy one another ^ and that compoiitions- 
obtruded upon the world with the pomp of novelty, 
contain only tedious repetitions of common fentiments, 
or at bed exhibit a tranfpotition of known images, and 
give a new appearance to truth only by fome (light diffe- ' 
xence of diefs and decoration. 
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The allegation of sefemblance between authors, ^ir 
indifputablj true ; but the charge of plagiariliaiy whichi 
is raifed upon it, is not to be allowed with equal rea« 
dinefs. A coincidence of fentiment may^ eafilj happen 
without any communication, fince there are many oc- 
cafions in which all reafonable men will nearly think 
alike. Writers of all ages have had the fame fentir 
mentf, becaufe they have in all ages had the fame ob-^ 
je£ts of fpeculation ; the interefts and paffions^ the vir- 
tues and vices of mankind, have been diveriified in> 
different times, only by uneffential and cafiii^ varie- 
ties ; and we muft, therefore, ezpedl in the works of 
alt thofe who attempt to defcribe them^ fuch a likeneflf 
as we find in the pidures of the fame perlbn drawn in 
different periods of his life. 

It is neceffary, therefore, that before an author be 
charged with plagiarifm, one of the moft reproachful; 
though, perhaps, not the moff attrocious of literary 
crimes, the fabjedi on which he treats (hould be care- 
fully coniidered. We do not wonder, that hidoriansi 
relating the fame fads, agree in their narration y or 
that authors j delivering the elements of fcience, ad- 
vance the fame theorems, and lay down the fame de- 
finitions : yet it is not wholly without ufe to mankind, 
that books are multiplied, and that different authors 
lay out their labours on the fame fubjed y for there- 
will always be fome reafon why one (hould on particu- 
lar occaiions, or to particular perfons, be preferable to 
another ; fbme will be clear where others are obfcure ', 
foroe will pleafe by their ftyle and others by their me- 
thod 'y fome by their embelliihments and others by their, 
fimplicity^ (bme by clofenefs and others by diffufion. 

The 
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The fame indulgence is to be (hewn to the writers 
of moraUty : right aud wrong are immutable \ .'and 
thofe, therefore, who teach us to diftinguiCh them, if 
they all teach us- right, mud agree with one another*- 
The relations of focial' life, and the duties refulting 
from them, muft be the fame at all times and in all na« 
tions: fome petty differences may be, indeed, produ- 
ced, by forms of government or arbitrary culloms y 
but the general^doftrine can receive no alteration. 

Yet it is- not to be deiired, that' morality Oiould be 
confidexed as ioterdided to all- future writers : men' 
will always be tempted to deviate from their duty, and 
will, therefore, always want a monitor to recall them ^ 
and a new book often feizes the attention of the public 
without any othes claim than that it is new* There 
is likewife la compofition, as in other things, a per- 
petual viciffitude of fafhion^ and truth is-reeommend- 
ed at one time to regard, by appearances which at a- 
nother would oxpofe it to negleft^ the author, therefore, 
who has judgment to difcerii the tafte of his contem* 
poraries, and (kill to gratify it, will have always aa 
opportunity to defexve well of mankind, by conveying 
lAftrudioQ ta them in a-grateful vehicle. 

There are likewife many modes of compofition, by 
which a moralift may deferve the name of an original- 
writer : he may familiarife his fyilem by dialogues af- 
ter the manner of the ancients, or fubtilize it> into a* 
fcries of fyllogiftic arguments \ he may enforce his 
dodrine by ferioufnefs and folemnity> or enliven it by 
fprightlinefs and gaiety ^ he may deliver his fentiments 
ia naked precepts, or illuflrate them by hiftorical exam- 
files y he may detab the fludioas by the artful conca- 
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tenation of a continued dlfcourfe, or relieve tbe bufy by 
ihort iiridures, and unconnedled eflays. 

To excel in any of thefe forms of writing, will re«- 
quite a particular cultivation of the genius 5 whoever 
can attain to excellence, will be certsun to engage a- 
£tt of readers, whom no other method would have e-^ 
qually allured ^ and he that communicates truth with 
£uccefs, muft be numbered among the firfb benefadlors^ 
to mankind* 

The fame obfervation may be extended likewife to^ 
the pailions : their influence is uniform, and their ef-^ 
feds nearly the fame in every human breaft : a man. 
liDves and hates, defires and. avoids, exz&ij like his- 
neighbour y refentment and ambition, avarice and indo- 
lence, diicover themfelves by the fame fymptoms^ in< 
minds didant a thoufand yeass from one another. 

Nothing, therefore, can be mere unjuft, than to^ 
charge an author with plagiarifm^ merely becaufe he 
ailigns to every caufe its natural effe6k 5 and makes his. 
perfonages a6l, as others in like circum (lances have al- 
ways done. There are conceptions in which all men 
will agrees though each derives th^m from his own ob- 
fervation : whoever has been in love, will rcprefent a. 
lover impatient of every, idea that interrupts his medi- 
tations on his millrefs, retiring to (hades and folitude^ 
that he may amufe without di^urbance on his approach- 
ing happinefs, or afTociating himfclf with fomc friend- 
that flatters his paffion, and talking away the hours of 
abfence upon his darling fubjedl. Whoever- has been 
fo unhappy as to have felt the miferies of long continu- 
ed hatred, will, without any afTiflance from ancient- 
volumes, be able to relate how the padions' are kept in. 
fcrpttustl agitation, by xVi^ xtcoW^fiuQix o^ ^^uty and 
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meditations of revenge; how the blood toils at the 
name of the enemy, and life is worn away in coatti* 
vances of mifchief. ^ • 

Every other paflion is alike (imple and limittd, if it 
be coniidered only with, regard to the bread which it 
inhabits ; the anatomy of the mind, as. that of the bodyV 
mud perpetually exhibit the fame appearances ; and 
though by the continued induftry of fucceflivc inquir- 
ers, new movements will be from time to time dil'cov- 
ercd, they can affed only the minuter parts, and are- 
Gommonly of more curioiity than importance. 

It will now be natural to inquire, by what arts are the 
writers of the prefent and future ages to attradl the no- 
tice and favour of mankind. They are toobferve the al- 
terations which time is always making in the modes of 
life, that they may gratify every generation with z- 
pifture of themfclves* Thus love is uniform, butcourt- 
fhip is^ perpetually varying : the different arts of gal- 
lantry, which beauty has infpired, would of themfelves^ 
be fuflicient to fill a volume^ fometimes balls and fe* 
Ticnades, fometimes tournaments and adventures have 
been employed to melt the hearts of ladies, who in an« 
other century have been fenfible of fcarce any other 
merit than that of riches, and liilened only to jointures- 
and pin-money* Thus the ambitious man has at all> 
tknes bjceft eager of wealth and power ; but thefe hopes 
have been gratified in fome countries by fi^pplicating 
the people, and in others by flattering the prince: 
honour in feme ftates ha^ been only the reward of mill* 
tftry atchtevements, in others it has been gained by noi- 
fy turbulence and popular clamours^ Avarice has worn' 
a different form, as (he a6tuated the ufurer of Rome^ 
and the Aock-jobber of EngJariAy ^ii^-\^txw^^% X^^'tS.Vi 



bow little foever iaclined to the trouble of inyention,. 
has been forced from time to time to ehange its amufe- 
neats, and contrive different methods of wearing out 
the day. 

Here then is the fund^ from which tfaofe who ftudjr' 
mankind may fill their compofitions with an inexhaufti* 
ble variety of images and allufions :• and he muft be 
ccnfeffed to look with little attention i^oaicenes thus- 
perpetually changing, who cannot catch ibme of the 
figures before they are made vulgar by reiterated^def*- 
criptions. 

It has been difcov«red by Sir Ifaac Newton, that 
the didind and primogenial colours are only feven y 
but every eye can witnefs, that from various mixtures,- 
in various proportions, infinite diverfifications of. tints 
may be produced. In like manner, the paffions of the - 
mind, which put the world in motion, and produce all 
the buftle and eagernefs of the bufy crowds that fwarm 
upon the earth } the pafiions, from whence arife all the 
pleafures and pains that we fee and hear of, if we ana* 
lyfe the mind of man, are very few^ but thofe few agi- 
tated and combined, as external caufes fhall happen to' 
operate, and modified by prevailing opinions and acci- 
dental caprices, make fuch frequent alterations on the- 
furface of life, that the (hew, while we are bufied in 
delineating it, vani(hes from the view, and a new fet of < 
obje^s fucceed^ doomed to the fame fhortnefs of dura* 
tioB with the former ^ thus curiofity nny always find • 
employment, and the bufy part of mankind will furnifh - 
the contemplative with the materials of fpeculation t»* 
^e end of time. 

The complaint, therefore, that all the topics arepre- 
eccufied, ii nothing more Xhan x\kt TDiaxm>» of ig^ 
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Borance or idlenefsy by which fome difconrage others 
and fome themfelves : the mutability of mankind will- 
always furnifh writers with new images, and the luxu«- 
nance of fancy may always embelliih them with newk 
decorations* 
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•Fortunatos mmium^fuafi bona norint. 

Via.G» 

O happy, if ye knew your happy ftate !' 

DllTOSN» 

Tn proportion as the enjoyment and infelicity of life 
depend upon imagination, it is of importance that this 
power of the mind (hould be dire6led in its operationr 
by reafon ; and, perhaps, imagination is more frequent* 
ly bufy when it can only imbitter difappointment and' 
heighten calamity ^ and more frequently (lumbers wheo^ 
it might increafe the triumph of fuccefs, or animate 
ihfenfibility to happinef^; than is generally gerceived. 
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An eccleiiaAical living of coniiderable -value became 
Tacant, and Evander obtained a rcGomfnendation to the 
patron. His. friend had too much modefly to fpeak 
vrith confidence of thefucce&.of an application fupport- 
ed chiefly by his intered, and Evander knew that 
others had folicited before him 5 as he was not, there- 
fere^much elevated by hope, he believed he (hould not 
be greatly dcpreffcd by a difappointraent. The gen- 
tleman to whom he was recommended, received him 
with great couitefy; but upon reading the letter, he 
changed countenance, and difcovered indubitable 
tokens of vexation' and regret ; then taking Evander 
by the hand, ** Sir,*' faid he, *' 1 think it fcarce lef» 
" misfortunate. to njyfelf than you, that you was not 
" five minutes fooner in your application. The gen- 
** man whofe recommendation you bring, I wi(h more 
^ than any Other to oblige j but I have juft prefented 
** the living ^n the perfon whom you faw take his leave 
" when you entered the room." 

This declaration was a flroke, which Evander had 
neither fkill to alude, nor force to refill. The (Irength 
of his inttreft, though it was not known time enough 
to incrcafe his hope, 'and his being too late only a few 
minutes, though he had reafon believe his application 
had been precluded by as many days,, were circumftan- 
ces which imagination immediately improved to ag» 
gravate his difappointment : over thefe he mufed per- 
petually with inexprefTible anguifh^ he related them to 
every friend, and lamented them with the mofl paflTiion- 
ate exclamations. And yet, what happened to-Evan* 
der more than he expelled ? nothing that he poflefled 
"was dimini(hed, nor was any poflibility of advantage 
cut off; with refpeO; to ibefc ^lud every other reality, 
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he was in the fame date, as if he had never heai^ of, 
the vacancy, which he had fome chance to fill: but 
Evander gi:oaned under the tyranny of imaging.-. 
tion, and in a fit of c^ufelefi fretfulnefs caA away 
peace, becaufe time was not flopped in its career, and 
a miracle did not interpofe to fecure him a living. ^ 

Agenor, on whom the living which Evander foUcit«> 
ed was beftowed, never conceived a fingle doubt that, 
he (hould fail in his attempt : bis charadter was unex-. 
ceptionable, and his recommendation fuch as it wag 
believed no other could counterbalance ; he, therefore, 
received the bounty of his patron without much emotion]^, 
he regarded his fuccefs as an event produced, likei rain and 
fun-(hine^ by the common and regular operation of na«. 
tural caufes \ and took pofledion of his redory with the 
fame temper; that he would have reaped a field he had 
fown, or received intereft of a fum which he had placed 
in the funJs. But having, by accident, heard the re- 
port which had been emulated by the friends of £v« 
ander, he was at once flruck with a fenfe of his good 
fortune y and was fo affefted by a retrofped on his dan- 
ger, that he could fcarce believe it to be pad. " How 
providential^*^ faid he, " was it, that I did not flay ta 
^^ drink another difh of tea at breakfaft, that I fouud a 
^ hackney-coach at the end of the (Ireet^ and that I met 
** with no flop by the way !" What an alteration was 
produced ih Agenor^ conception of the advantage ofv 
his fituation, and the means by which it was obtained [- 
and yet' at lad he had gained nothing more than he 
expc6led^his danger was not known time enough ta 
alarm his fear j the/ value of his acquifition was not in» 
Qreafed ; nj:>r had providence iulct^ofei IvtSXivt ^^^.^iwxs^* 
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exclude cbance firom the goyernment of the world* 
But Agenor did not before refl^d that any gratitude 
i/?as due to providence but for a - miracle ^ he did not 
enjoy his preferment ay a gift, nor eftimfate his gaia* 
but by the probability of lofs.- 

As fuccefs and difappcnntment are under the Infltience' 
of imagination, fo are eafe and health } each of which 
may be confidered-as a kind of' negative good, that may 
cither degenerate intawearifomenefs and difcontqa^ or 
be improved into complacency and enjoyment. 
' About three weeks ago I paid an afternoon vifit t<K 
Gurio. Curio is the proprietor of an eftate which pro^ 
duces three thoiAand pounds a year, and the htt£band^ 
of a lady^ remarkable for her beauty and her wit j hia^ 
iq^e IS that in which manhood is faid to be complete ; 
Ms conftitution is vigorous, his perfon graceful, and 
bis underflandiag flrong. I found him in full health, 
lolling in an eafy chair j his countenance was florid, he 
was gayly dreffed, and furrounded with all the means 
of happinefs which, wealth well ufed could beftow» 
After the firft ceremonies had pafled, he threw himTelT 
again back in his chair upon my having refufed it, look* 
ed wiftfuUy at his finger ends, crofled his legs, inquir* 
ed the news- of the day, and in the midSt of all pofiible 
advantagerfeemed to poflefs life with a liftlefs indi£fe*' 
rence, which, if he could have prferved in contrary 
circum(lance»^ would have invefled him with the dig* 
nity of a ftoic. 

It happened that yeflerday I paid Curio another 
vtfit. I found him in his chamber *, his head was fwath* 
ed in flannel, and- his countenance was pale. I was- 
sdarmed atthefe appeatancts oi ^(«^^\:d:cidinc^uired. 
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vflih an honed folicitude hsyn he did. The moment he 
heard mj quedion, he darted from his feat, fprang to* 
wards me, caught me by the hand, and^told me^ ia aa 
ccftffcy, that he was in heavcir. 

What difFereoce in Curious circumdances produced 
this di£Fertnce in his feBfations and behaviour ? What 
prodigious advantage had now accrued to the man^ 
who before had eafe and health, youth, affluence, and - 
beauty ? Curio^ duriug the ten days that preceded my 
lad vifit, hid been tormented with the tooth-ach -y and 
fiadj wlthm the lad. hour, been redored to eafr, by 
having the tooth drawn. 

And is humm reafon To impotent, and imagination 
fo perverfe, that eafe cannot be enjoyed till it has beea 
taken away ? Is i^ not poffible to improve negative 
into pofitive happinefs, by rcflcAion ? Can he, wh» 
poflefles eafe and health, whofe food is tadeful, and 
whofe deep is fweet, remember, without exultation 
and delight) the feafons in which he has pined in the 
langour of inappetence, and counted the watches, of 
the night, with redlefs anxiety ? 

Is ^n acquiefcence in the difpenfations of unerring^ 
wifdbm, by which fome advantage appears to be denied^ 
without recalling trivial and accidental circumdances^ 
that can only aggravate difappointment, Impodible to 
reafonable beings P And is a fenfe of the divine bounty 
neceflarily languid, in proportion as that bounty appears 
to be lefs doubtful and interrupted ? 

Svery ma|) furely would bludi to admit thefe fup* 
podtions } let every man, therefore^ deny them by his 
life, he, who brings imagination under the dominion of 
rea(bn, will be able to diminidi the evvV oiV\l^^ ^^Ci^ \.^ 
iacreafe the gpad,} he Will, leara to xe^^xw VvCsx . cwsk.^ 
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placency, to receive with gratitude, and pofifefs with 
cheerfulnefs : and as in this condqdl there is not onlj 
yvirdom but virtue^ h^ will under every calamity be 
able to rejoice in hope, and to anticipate the felicity of 
that date, in which, '*the fpirit^ of the juft (btU be 
*.' made perfeft.** 



••t r ■■ 'ii ac 



No. XCVII. Tuefday, Oaobcr 9. ^755. 



X^ h xtu t* rots n^ifn u^tri^ 9uu tf m ^m WfKyftMrmt 9U0teaLtu%. 

AarsT, Poet. 

As well in the condu£l of the manners, as in the 
conditution of the fable, we mud always endeavour 
to produce either what is necedary or what is pro« 
bable. 

Whoever, ventures, '* fays Horace, " to form a 

" character totally original, let him endeavour to 

" preferve it with uniformity and conddency ; but 

*' the formation of an original charader is a work of 

^' ^reat difficulty and laaxwd. " In this arduous and 

vncommon talk, however, SYiakt^^twt'VkaA'^^Tv^^AviSc^ 



fuceeeded in hi^ Temped : the monfter Calyban is the 
creature of his own imagination^ in the formation ol 
"Which he could derive no afliftance from obfervatioxl 
or experience, 

Caljrban is the fan of a ifi^itch, begotten by a de« 
mon. The forceries of his mother were fo terrible^ 
that her countrymen banifhed her into this defer t 
Hland, as unfit for human focietj. In conformity^ 
tliere&re, to this diabolical propagation^ he is repre^^ 
fented as a prodigy of cruelty, malice, pride^ igno- 
rance, idlenefs, gluttony, and lud. He is introduced 
with great propriety, curfing Profpero and Miranda* 
whom he had endeavoured to defile ^ and his execrli« 
tions are artfully contrived to have reference to the 
occupation of his mother : 

As wicked dew as e^er my ibother brufhM, 
With raven^s feather, from unwholefome fen, 
Drop on you bothi ^ ■ ■ ■ ■ 



-All the charms 



Of Sycorax, toads, beetles, bats, light on you! 

His kindnefs is afterwards expreffed as much in cha*> 
rader, as his hatred, by an enumeration of offices, 
that could be of value only in a defolate ifland^ and in 
the eftimation of a' favage : 

I pr'ythee, let me bring thee where crabs grow j 
And I, with my long nails, will dig thee pig-nuts^ 
Shew thee a jay^s nefl:, and indrudl thee how 
To fnare the nimble marmazet. V\l bring thee 
To cluCl^ring filberds ^ and fometimes lUl get thee 
. Young fea-malls from the rock ■ ■ 
rU Ibew tbec the beft fprings*, V^\i^\\jLOK.\^cwt;^\i«.TVRS.\ 

ru £/b /op thee, and get tl^ee v«q«^ tikO^^» 
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Which laft IS, indeed, a eircamftance o %reat ufe, in 
a place, where to be defended from -the cold was nei- 
ther eafy nor.ufual; and it has a farther peculiar beau- 
ty, becaufe the gathering wood -was the occupation to 
which Oalybaa was fubjeded by Profpero, who, there- 
fore, deemed it a fervice of high importance. 

The .grofs ignorance of this monfter is reprefented 
with delicate judgment: he knew not the names of the 
fun and moon, which he calls the bigger light and the 
lefs ', and he believes that Stephano was the man in 
the moon, whom his miftrefs had often (hewn him : 
and when Piofpero reminds him that he firft taught 
him to pronounce articulately, his anfwer is full of 
malevolence and rage : 

You taught me language; and my profit on^t 
Is, I know how to curfe : — — 

the propereft return for fuch a fiend to make for fuch 
a favour. The fpirits whom he fuppofes to be employ- 
ed by Profpero perpttually to torment him, and the 
many forms and different methods they take for this 
purpofe, are defcribed with the utnooft livelinefs uid 
force of fam:y z 

Sometimes like apes, that moe and chatter at me^ 
And after bite me ; then like hedge-hogs, which 
Lie tumbling in ray bare-foot way, and mount 
Their pricks at my foot -fall : fometimes am I 
All wound with adders, who, with cloven tongues. 
Do hifs me into madnefs. 

It is fcarcely poflible for any fpeech to be more ex« 

preffive of the ^manners atid {ttiX\m«xi\%) x^^tl >!iBk»x vol 

vrbkh our poet has paimU4 xXit >»t>jXiV\iw\iWLVi %». 
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jinfeeltng fav^genefs of thisrfon of Sycoraz, by making^ 
him encimeratei with a kind of horrible delight, the 
various ways in which it was poffible for the drunkea 
iailors: to furprife and kill his mader : 



-There thou may^fl brain him, 



Having firil feizM his books } or with a log 
Batter his fkuUj or paunch him with a (iake^ 
Or cut his we^nd with. thy knife. — 

He adds, in allufion to his own abominable attempt, 

*^ above all, be fure to iecure the daughter^ whofe 

*' beauty, he tells them, is incomparable." The 

-charms of Miranda could not be more exalted,' than by 

extorting this teftimbny from fo infenfible a monfter. : 

Shakefpeare feems to be the only poet who pofleffes 

-the power of uniting poetry with propriety of charac* 

ter ; of which I know not an inftance more (Iriking, 

than the image Calyban makes ufe of to exprefs (i« 

lence^ which is at once highly poetical, and exaflly 

fuited to the wildnefs of the fpeaker : 

Pray you tread foftly, that the blind mole may not 
Jiear a foot«faIL i 

I always lament, that our author has not preferred 
this fierce and implacable fpint in Calyban to the end 
of the play y inftead of which, he has, I think, inju« 
dicioufly ,put Jnto his mouth words that imply xepent« 
ance and underftandiog : 



-I'll be wife hereafter. 



And feek for grace. What a thrice double 
Was I, to take this drunkard foi b. God, 
And woxttnp t|us dull focd \ 
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It muft not be forgotten, that Shakefpeare has aru^ 
folly taken occafion, &om this extraordinary charadet, 
tvbich is ^nely contrafted to the mildnefs and obedi« 
ence of Ariel, obliquely to fatirize the prevailing paf- 
fion for new and wonderful fights, which has rendered 
the Englifli fo ridiculous. '* Were I in England 
" now, " fays Trinculo, on firft difcovcring Calyban, 
'' and had but this fi(h painted, not an holiday fool 
** there but would give a piece of filver. When they 
*^ will not give a deit to relieve a lame beggar, thej 
** will lay out ten to fee a dead Indian. '^ 

Such is the inexhauftible plenty of our poet^ inveR- 
tion, that he has exhibited another charader in this 
play, entirely his own 5 that of the lovely and inno- 
cent Miranda^ 

When Profpero firft gives her a fight of ^ince Fet- 
4inand, "ihe eagerly exclaims. 



-What is't ? a fpirit ? 



Lord, how it looks about ! BelieVfe me. Sir, 
It carries a brave form. But Ws a fpirit. 

Her imagining, that, as he was fo beautiful, he mul 
neceffarily be one of her father's aerial agents, is a 
ilroke of nature worthy admiration: as are likewlfe 
her intreaties to her fathel: not to ufe him harfhly, by 
the power of his art : 

Why fpeaks my father fo ungently ? ■ This \ 

Is the third man that e'er 1 fawj the firft 1 

That e'er I figh'dfor !— ! 

|Iere we perceive the beginning of that paflion, whlA • 
Profpero was defirous (he fhould feel for the prince; 
and which (he afletwtLids more fully exprtfies upon aa 
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occadon which difplays at once the tendernefs, the in- 
nocence, and the fimplicity of her chara6lcr. She dir« 
covers her lover employed in the laborious tafk of car- 
rying wood, which Profpero had enjoined him to per- 
form. " Would, *' fays (he, " the lightnings had 
** burnt up thofe logs, that you are enjoined to pile ! ^' 



-If you^U lit down. 



I^ll bear your logs the while» Pray, give me that : 
I'll carry 't to the pile.— — — 



-You look wearily. 



It is by felefting fuch little, and almoft imperceptible, 
circumdances, that Shakefpeare has more truly paint- 
ed the paffions than any other writer; a£Fedion is* more 
powerfully exprefTed by this fimplc widi and offer of 
aflfidance, than by the unnatural eloquence ajid witti- 
cifros of Dryden, or the amorous declamations of 
Rowe. 

The refentment of Profpero, for the matchlefs cru- 
elty and wicked ufurpation of his brother,— -his pa- 
rental affedlion and folicitude for the welfare of his 
daughter, the lieirefs of his dukedom, — and the awful 
folemniQ; of his character, as a ikilful magician, — are 
«11 dlong prefervcd with equal confifte'ncy, dignity, and 
decorum.— One part of his behaviour defervcs to be 
particularly pointed out. During the exhibition of a 
maik with which he had ordered Ariel to entertain 
Ferdinand and Miranda, he darts fuddenly from the 
recolledion of the confpiracy of Calyban, and his con- 
federates, again ft his life, and difmifles his attendant 
(pirits, who inftantly Tanifii to a hollow and confufed 
noife. He appears to be greatly moved } and £uitablf 
to this agitation of mind, wViidi \iu &2Lti^^x\v.'^*& «9u^x^<l> 

VcL. IlL I Vft 
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he takes occafion^ from the fudden di&ppearance of the 
Tifioaary fcenei ;to morally on the diflUution of all 
,things : 

■ Thefe our adors. 

As I Ibretold you, wer^ all fpirhs^ and 
Are melted into air, into thin air : 
And| like the bafeleft fabric of this yifion. 
The ck)ud-capt towers, the goj'geons palacet^ 
The folemn temples, the great globe itfclf, 
Yea, all which it inherit^ ihall diflblve^ 
And| like this unfobftantial pageant faded, 
Leiire not a wreck behind*! ■ 

To thefe noble images he adds a ihort but comprehcn« 
.five obfervafion on human life, not ezcdled hy anj 
.paffage of the moral and fententious Eurq^ides:; 



-We are fuch duff 



As dreams are made on ^ and our little lilli 
is rounded with a flecp!— •^ 

Thus admirably is an uniformity of charafter, that 
leading beauty in dramatic poefy, praferved through* 
out the temped. And it may be farther remarked^ 
that the unities of action, of place, and of time, are in 
this play, though almoft jconflantly vic^ated by Shake? 
fpeare, exadlly obferved. The a&ion is one, great^ 
and entire, the redoration of Profpero to his duke* 
dom : this bufinefs is tranfaded in the compafs of a 
fmall ifiand, and in or near the cave of Profpero; 
though, indeed, it had been more artful and. regular, 
to have confined it to this iingle fpot: and the tim^ 
which the SL&ion takes up, U oiA^ t(^?l to that of the 



V 
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be aimed at m everj well-condufted fable j and for 
the want of which, a variety of the mod entertaining 
incidents can fcareely atone* 
Z. 
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jAuii aliquiJ invibus Gyaru, et carcere dignum^ 
SivU effe aHquis. Jxjv« 

Would^ft thou to honours and preferments climb ? 
Be bold in mifchief } dare Tome mighty crime, 
'Which dungeons, death, or banifhment, deferves. 

Drtoew* 

To the AnyjENTVRE&» 

SxAR BilOTRX% 

Tu thirft of glory is, I think, allowed, even by the 
dull df^s who can fit ftill long enough to write books, 
to be a noble appetite. 

My ambition is to be thought a man of life and 
i^irit \ who could conquer the world, if he was to fet 
about it; but who has too mucli WvaciX.^ V^ ^^^^ 
acccSkr/ Btteatiw to muj fcheme oi \tu^% 

la 
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I amy in (hort, one of thofe heroic adventurers, who 
have thought proper to diAinguiQi themfelves by the 
titles of Buck, Blood, and Nerve. When I am in the 

, country, I am always on horfe-back, ana I leap or 
break every hedge and gate that (lands in my way: 
when I am in town, I am conftantly to be fcen at 
fome of the public places^ at the proper times fqr mak- 
ing my appearance ; as at Vauxhall or Marybone^ ^ 
about ten, very drunk : for, though I don't love wine, 
I am obliged to be cotffumedly drunk five or fix nights 
in the week, nay fometimes five or fix days together, 
for the fake of my charaSer. Wherever I come, I am 
fure to make all the confuiion, and do all the mifchie^ 
I can ; not for the fake of doing mifchief, but only out 
of frolic, you ki\pw, to (hew my vivacity, I£ there 
are women near me, I fwear like a devil, to (hew my 
courage j and talk bawdy, to (hew my wit* Under 
the rofe, I am a curfed favourite amongfl them ^ an4 
have had " bonne fortune," let me tell you. I do 
love the little rogues hellifhly : but, faith, I make love 
for the good of the public ; and the town is obliged to 
me for a dozen or two of the fineil wenches that were 
ever brought into its feraglios. One, indeed, I loft j 
and, poor fond foul ! I pitied her ! but it could not be 
helped — felf- prefer vation obliged me to leave her— I 
could not tell her what was the matter with her, rot 
me if I could ^ and fo it got fuch a head, that the de* 
vil himfelf could not have faved her. 

There is one thing vexes me j I have much ado to 
avoid having that inlignilicant chara6l:er, a good-natur- 
ed fellow, fixed upon me j fo that I am obliged in my 
own defence, to break the boy's head, and kick my 

4vAore down flairs every x\tatl ctvxw ^ w^\.^w3i^^ \ t 
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fndc qaarrels when I am not offend ed, break the win- 
dows of men I never faw, demoHfh lamps, bilk haclc- 
ney-coachmen, overturn wheelbarrows, and dorm night- 
cellars : I beat the watchmen, Chough he bids me good- 
morrow, abufe the conflable, and insult the judice : 
for thefe feats I am frequently kicked, beaten, pumped, 
profecuted, and imprifoned y but Tim is no dincher^ 
fknd if he does not get fame, blood f he will deferv^ 
it. 

I am writing at a coffee-houfe, where I am jud ar- 
rived, after a journey of fifty miles, which I have rode 
'n four hours, I knocked up my blockhead^s horfe 
two hours ago. * The dog whipped and fpurred lat fuch 
a rate, that I dare bij you may track him half the Way 
ty th« blood ^ but all would not do. The devil take 
the hindmod, is always my way of travelling. The 
moment I difmounted, down dropt Dido, by Jove : and 
here am I all alive and merry, my old boy ! 

IHl tell thee what ^ I was a hellidi afs toother day. 
I fliot a damnM clean mare through the head, for 
jumping out of the road to avoid running over an old 
woman. But the bitch threw me, and I got a curfed- 
dice on the cheek againd a dint, which put me in a 
padion 'f who could help it, you know ? Rot me ! I 
would not have lod her for five hundred old women, 
with all their brats, and the brats of their brats to the 
third generation. She was a fweet creature ! I would 
have run her five-and-twenty miles within ao hour, for 
five hundred pounds. But die^s gone !-^Poor jade ! I 
did love thee, that I. did. 

Now, what yott fliall do for me, old boy, is this. 
Help to raife my name a little, d^^e m\^^\ ^rwXx, 
fomething ia prai/e of us fprigVxtly ipitXt^ it^^'^%'*^ '^ 
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ftflure you. we take a grate deal of pains for famey and 
it is kard we ikoald be bilkt. I would not trouble jou, 
mj dear j but onlj I fear I bave not muck time before 
me to do mj own bufineis } for between joa and J, 
botk my conftitution and eftate are damnably cot at 
elbows. I intend to make tbem fpin ottt togetber as 
evenly as poffible } but if my purfe (bould happen Jto 
leak faded, I propofe to go with my lad half-crown to 
Ranelagh gardens, and there, if yon approve the (chema, 
1^ mount one of the upper ateorefi and mp wkb aa 
heroic air. 

^ 1*11 boldly venture on the world unknown % 
** It cannot ufe me worfe than this baa done.*^ 

1*11 thea (hoot my&lf through the head ', and fo- good 
by'tye* 

Your% as. you lenre me^ 

Tim. VfihDQoo$9^ 



I fliould little defenre the notice of a perfim fi> illu^ 
trious as the hero who honours me with the name oT 
brother, if I diould caval at his principles or refufe his 
requed* According to the moral philofophy which is 
BOW in fadiion, and adopted by many of '^ the duU 
« dogs who write books,*' the gratification of appetite 
is virtue ^ and appetite, therefore, I duill allow to be 
noble, notwithdandiog the objedions of thofe who pre« 
teod, that whatever be lu ob^e&^lx c^n be good or ill, 
& no other fcixfc, than ftaluit ox com^Xtwxi % %^^^ 
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the yoluataiy effort only is moral by which appetite is ' 
^reded or reftrained, \xf which it is brought under 
the governroent of reafon, and' rendered fubfervient to* 
teoral purpofes* 

But with' whatever effbrtr of heroic virtue my cor* 
refpondent ^ay haw laboured to gratify his *^ thirft of 
^ glory,** I am afraid he will be difappointed« It is; 
indeed, true,, that like the heroes of antiquity, whom 
fucceilive generations have honoured with ftatues and 
panegyric,' he hat fpent his -life in* doing mifchief to 
others, without proouriogany^ real good to himfelf :- 
imt he has net done mifchief enough \ h&-has notfack^ 
ed a city, or ^xt^ a temple 5 heads-only againft indi« 
viduals in a contraS^d fphere, and- is loft among a' 
erowd of competitors, whoTe merit can only contribute 
to their mutual: obfouritjf •, . as the feats which are per- 
petually performed 'by- innomerable adventurers muft 
loon become too commott' to confer diftin£iion. 

In behalf of fome among thefe candidates for fame; 
thelegiilature has, indeed, thought fit to interpofe \ and< 
their atchievments are with great fokmnity rehearfed^ 
aAid recorded in a temple, of which I know not the ce« 
leftial appellation^but on eartb it is called Juilice Hall 
in the Old BaUeyt 

As the reft are utterly negleded, I cannot think of 
jmy expedient to gratify the noble thirft of my corref« 
pondent and his compeers, but that of procuring them 
ndmiffion into this* clafs > an attempt in which I do not 
defpair of fuccefs, for I think I can demon (Irate their 
right, and I will not fuppofe it poffible, that when thit^ 
ii done, they will be excluded. 

Upon the mod diligent examinatloYi q{ %XL^«ci\. \s^* 
toxj and modern panegyric, I Ciudi tVoX idlo ^^^s^^ ^!a% 

14^ 
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ever been held honourable in to high a degree, as kill- 
ing men : this, indeed, is one of the feats "which our 
legiflature has thought fit to refcud from oblivion, and 
reward in Juflice Hall : it has alfo removed an abfurd 
diftin&ion, and, contrary to the pradice of pagan an* 
tiquity, has comprehended the ktllers of women, among 
thofe who deferve the rewards that have been decreed 
to homicide. Now he maj be fairly coufidered a» a 
killer, who feduces a young beauty from the fondneff 
of a parent, with whom (he enjoys health and peace^ 
the protedion of the laws, 'and the fmile of ibciety^, to 
the granny of a bawd, and the exccfles of a brothel^ to 
difeafe and diftradion, Aripes, infamy and imprifoi»- 
ment } calamities which cannot fill to fender her days 
not only evil but few. It may^ perhaps, be alleged, 
that the woman was not wholly paflivf , but that in 
fome fenfe, fhe may be coniidered as jf^/c? i/e/e. This, 
however, is mere cavil ) for the fame may be faid of 
him who fights when he can run away ) and yet it has 
always been deemed more honourable to kill the com* 
batant than the fugitive. 

If this claim then of the Blood be admitted, and I do 
net fee how it can be fet afide, I propofe, that after his 
remains fliall have been rcfcued from duft and worms, 
and confecrated in the temple of Hygcia,' called Sur- 
geon's Hall, his bones Iliall be puiificd by proper luf- 
trations, and ere6led into a (latue : that this (latue (hall 
be placed in a niche, with the name of the hero, of 
which it is at once the remains and the monument, writ- 
ten over it, among many others of the fame rank, in 
the gallery of a fpacious building, to be credlcd by lot- 
tery for that purpore : I pioipoCe that this gallery be 
called the Blood's^ Gallety •, atid^^Xo ^ttNtw\.x\\^\iJacs«iit 
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ztd expence of emblaeoning the atchievemeiits of every 
individual, which would be little more than repeating 
the fame words, that an inscription be placed over the 
door to this e£Fe6t : '' This gallery is facred to the me- 
mory and the remains of the Bloods ^ heroes who 
lived in perpetual hoftility againft themfelves and 
others ; who contra6^ed difeafes by exc€fs that pre- 
cluded enjoyment, and who continually perpetrated 
mifchief, not in anger, but fport ^ who purchafed 
this diilindtion at the expenfeof life ; and whofe glo-* 
ry would have been equal to Alexander's, if theis 
power had not been lefs.'' 



c. 
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"^Magnis (amen excidit aufis. Ovio. 

But in the glorious enterprife he died. 

Addison. 



It has always been the pra6lice of mankind, to judge 
of a6lions by the event* The fame attempts, can- 

du^ed in the fame manner, but termiixiAcdbf^^i^'^^'^ 

I 3 W^ 
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fuccefi, produce different jodgmeatf : they wlio attaiik 
their wifhes, nevei waat celebrators of their wifiloia. 
and their virtue y and they that mifeasryy are quickly^ 
difcovered to have been defedive, not only in mental,, 
but in moral qualities. The world will never be long' 
without fome good reafon to hate the unhappy : their 
real faults are immediately detefted i and if thofe are< 
not fufficient to fink them into infamy^ an additionai 
weight of calumny will be luperadded : he that fails^ 
in his endeavours after wealth or power, will not long|. 
retain either honefty or courage. 

This fpecies of injuflice ha» fo long prevailed in upi-i. 
verial pradice, that it feems likewife to have infeded 
peculation : fo few minds are able to feparate the ideas, 
of greatnefs and profperity, that even Sir WlUiauL 
Temple l^is determined, ** that he who can deferve the 
** name of a hero^ UKuIt not oQly be virtuous but fbx^ 
** tunatc.'* 

By this unreafonabte difiribution of praife and blame,. 
-«one have fuffered oftener than Projedors, whofe rapi- 
dity of imagination, and vajUneGs of defign, r^ifig fucb^ 
envy in their fellow mortals, that every eye watches 
for their fall, and ^verj heart exults at their diftrefles :. 
yet even a Projedor may gain favour by fuccefs ^ and: 
the tppgue that was prepared to hifs, then endcavoiir$> 
to excel others in loudnefs of applaufe. 

When Corioljmus, in, Shakefpeare, deferted to Ajifi- 
diu9, the Volfcian fervants at firll infulted him, even; 
while he ftood. updier the protedion of the houfeholdi 
gods ; but when they iaw that the Projed took effed, 
and the (Iranger was feated at the head of the tables 
9ne of them very judicioufly obferves, ^* that he always 
^ughit there wa& x&Qi^^ tn Um than. he oo^ld think,!.* 
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Machiavel has juftly animadverted on ifit different 
notice taken by all fuoceeding' times, of the two great 
projedors of- Catiline and CaBfar. Both formed the 
fame Prcged, and intended to raife themfelves to power 
by fubverting the commonwealth : they, purfued their 
defign, perhaps with equal abilities, and with equal vir« 
tue^ but Cataline perifhed in the field, and Csefar re^ 
turned from Pharfalia with unlimited authority : and 
from that time, every monarch of the earth has thought 
himfelf honoured by acomparifon with Csfar; and Ca- 
tiline has been never mentioned, but that his name 
might be applied to traitors and incendiaries. 

In an age more remote, Xerxes projeded the con* 
queft of Greece, and brought down the power of Afia 
againft it : but after the world had been filled with ex- 
pe6kation and terror, his army was beaten, his fleet war 
deftroyed, and Xerxes has been never mentioned with* 
contempt. 

A few years afterwards^ Greece likewife had her 
turn of giving birth to a Projeftor j who invading Afia . 
with a fmall army, went forward in fearch of adven« 
tares, and by his efcape from one danger, gained only 
more ra(hnefs to ru(h 'into another: he floraed citv^ 
after city, over- ran kingdom «fter kingdom, fought bat-? 
ties only for barren vidory^ and invaded nations only 
that he might make his way through them to new in- 
vafions : but having been fortunate in the execution of* ' 
his projefts, he died with the name of Alexandec the : 
Great. 

Thefe are, indeed, events *of ancient times ; bat hu-:- 
Dsan nature is always the fame, and ^very age wtU %{J 
lord us inftances of public eenfures influenced by events.*. 
The great tufineft of -the iKAAd!kcta\Maan^^%^^du^^^»^ 
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I7 war } which undoubtedly was a noble Prcjed» and 
was for a long time profecuted with a fpirit equal to 
that with which it had been contrived : but tlie ar* 
dour of the European heroes only hurried them to def- 
trudlion ) for a long time they could not gain the terri- 
tories for which they fought, and, when at lad gained, 
they could not keep theOQ : their expeditions* therefore, 
have been the feoff of idlenefs and ignorance, their un- 
derftanding and their virtue have been equally vilified, 
their condudl has been ridiculed,, and their caufe has 
been defamed. 

"When Columbus had engaged king Ferdinand ia 
the difcovery of the other hemifpbere, the failors, viith 
whom he embarked in the expedition, had fo little con* 
fidence in their commander, that after having been 
long at fea looking for coafts they never expedted ta 
£nd, they raifed a general mutiny, and demanded to 
return. He found means to footh them into a permifi^ion 
to continue the fame courfe three days longer, and on 
the evening of the third day defcried land. Had the 
impatience of his crew denied him a few hours of the 
time requelled, what had been his fate but to have 
come back with the Infamy of a vain Projedtor, wha 
had betrayed the king^s credulity to ufelefs expences, 
and rifked his life in feeking countries that had no ex^ 
iflence ^ how would thofe that had rejeded his pro-* 
pofals, have triumphed in their acutenefs > and whea 
would his name have been been mentioned, but with 
the makers of potable gold and malleable glafs ?. 

The lad royal Projectors with whom the world has 

been troubled, were Charles of Sweden and the Czar 

of Mufcovy. Charles, if any judgment may be form- 

ed of bis defigns^ by his mt^tuc^^ ^^cid. v^c^lties^ had 
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purpoftfd firft to dethrone the Czar,, then to lead his ar* 
zny through pathlefs defeits into China, thence to make 
his way by the fword through the whole circuit of A- 
fia, and by the conqucft of Turkey to unite Sweden 
with his new dominions : but this mighty Projedl was 
cruflied at Pultowa ; and Charles has fince been conli- 
dered as a madman, by thofe powers who fent their am- 
bafladors to folicit his friendfhip, and their g.enerals 
** to learn under him the art of war." 

The Czar found employment fufficient in his own 
dominions, and amufed himfelf in digging canals, and 
building cities) murdering his Aibje^ts with infuffer* 
able fatigues, and tranfplanting nations from one cor- 
ner of his dominions to another, without regretting the 
thoufands that perifhed on the way : but he attained 
his end, he mad e his people formidable, and is number- 
ed by fame among the demi-gods. 

I am far from intending to vindicate the fanguinary 
I^rojedts of heroes and ccinquerors, and would wi(h ra- 
ther to diminifli the reputation of their fuccefs, than 
the infamy of their n^ifcarriages : for I cannot con- 
ceive, why he that has burnt cities, wafted nations and 
filled the world with horror and defolation, fhould be 
more kindly regarded by mankind, than he that died in 
the rudiments of wickednefs ^ why he that accompli(h- 
ed mifchief (hould be glorious, and h^ that only endea- 
voured it ihould be criminal. I wonld wi(h Caefar and 
Catiline, Xerxes and Alexander, Charles and Peter, 
huddled together in obfcurity or detedation* 

But there is another fpecies of Projedtors, to whom 
I would willingly conciliate mankind ; whofe ends are 
generally laudable, and whofe labours are innocent ; 
who are feardiing oot new- povitts ol iv»Xaxt.\^x cjv^- 



300 mi AfiVKNTUSBK. Ko. XCftu 

Ctiving new works of art } but who are yet perfecuted 
with inceflknt obloquy, and whom the univerfal con- 
tempt with which they are treated, often debars from 
that fuccefs which' their induftry would obtain, if it- 
were permitted to a^ without oppofition. 

They who find themfelves inclined to cenfure new 
undertakings, only becanfe tliey are new, ihould confix 
der that the folly of Projeftion is very feldom the folly 
of a fool ; it is commonly the ebullition of a capacioas 
mind, crowded'with- variety of knowledgev and heated 
wieh intenfcnefs of thought y.it proceeds -often from the 
eonfcioufocfs of uncommon powers^ from the confidence 
of thofe, who have already done much, are eafily per^ 
fuaded that they can do more* Whea- Rowley had 
completed the- Orrery, he attempted "die perpetual mo^^ 
tion } when Boyle had exhaufted the fecxets of vul* 
gar chcmiflry^ he turned hisothoughts tO' the TFork of 
tranfmutation;. 

A Projedlor generally unites thiofe qualities which 
have the fairefl claim to veneration, extent of know* 
ledge, and greatncfsof defigti-: it was (aid of Catiline^ 
^^ Immoderata, incredibilia^ nimis- alta femper cupie^ 
*^ bat.'? Proje6h>rs of all kinds agree ill their intelleds^ 
though they- differ in their morals j they/«ll fail by aN 
tempting things beyond ihcir power,- by defpifing vuL^ 
gar -attainments) and afpiring to performances, to which) 
perhaps j nature has not proportioned the force^of-mao: 
when th'ey fail, therefore, they fail not ^by-idlenefs or 
timidity, but*' by ra(h adventuro and fruitlefs dili« 
fence. 

That the attempts of fuch meu'will ofiten^mifcarry> 

we may reafonably expeS : yet from fuch men, and 

Oich oafy, stre we to bo]^t i^x x^ ^\\xs%\iooLof thoie 
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parts of nature which lie 7et wafte, and the invention 
of thofe arts which are yet wanting to thfe felicity of 
life* If they are, therefore, univerfally difcouraged, 
art and difcovery can make no advances. Whatever 
is- attempted without previous certainty of fuccefa^ ma^ 
be confidered as a Project, and amongft narrow minds 
may, therefore, expofe its author to cenfure and con« 
tempt 'y and if the liberty of laughing be once indulged^ 
every man will laugh at. wbat be does not underfland, 
every Project win be confidisred' as madneis, and every 
great or new deiign will be cenfured as a Projedk. Men 
unaccuftomed to reiifon. and refearche&|^ think ev«ry en- 
terprize impraAicable, which is extended beyond^ com«* 
mon effeds, or comprifes many intermediate operations. 
Many that prefume tolaughat Frojedors^ would eon- 
iider a flight through the air in a winged chariot, and 
and tl^e movement of a mighty engine by the fieami of 
water, as equally the dreams of mechanic lunacy^ and. 
would hear^ with equal negligence, of the union, of the 
Thames and SeverA,bjr a.canal,.andLthe fcheme of Al- 
buquerque, the viceroy of the Indies, who i^ the rage 
of hoilility had contrived to make Egypt a baxxen.de* 
ftrt, by turning the Nile into the Red Sea. 

Thofe who have attempted much, have fcldom failed 
to perform more than thofe who never deviate from 
the common roads of adton : many valuable preparai* 
tions of chemifbry are fuppofed to- have rifen from uni* 
fuccefsfiil inquiries* after the grand* elixir : it is^ there>i 
{ore, juft* ta encourage thofe who endeavoui^ to enlarge 
the power of art^ finoe they oftea' fuoceed beyond ex^ 
pe^ation y and when they fail, may fometimes^ benefit 
the world' even by theit milcarviages*. 
T.. 
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Nemo repent^ futi turpijjimus. ■ Juv. 

No man e^er reachM the heights of vice at firft, 

Tat». 

To the Adventitb^r* 

SIR, 

Xhouqh the chara£lers of men have, perhaps, been e(^ 
feotiallj the fame in all ages, yet their external ap« 
pearance has changed with other peculiarities of tim^ 
and place, and they have been dillinguilhed by di£Fer« 
ent names, as new modes of expreflion have prevailed : 
a periodical writer, therefore, who catches the pidure 
of evanefcent life, and (hews the deformity of follies 
which in a few years will be fo changed as not to be 
known; fliould be careful to exprefs the character when 

I he 
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he defcribes the ^pearance, and to conned it with the 
name by which it then happens to be called. You have 
Irequently nfed the terms of Buck and Blood, and have 
given fome' account of the characters which are thua 
denominated ; but you have not confidered them as 
the Jaft ftages of a regular progrelHon, nor taken an^r 
notice of thofe which precede them. Their dependance 
upon each other U, indeed, fo little known, that many 
fuppofe them to be diilindt and collateral claifes, forn>- 
ed by perfons of oppofite intereds, taftes, capacities^ and 
difpofitions : the fcale, however, confifls of eight de« 
grees ^ Greenhorn^ Jemmy, Jefiamy, Smart, Honeft 
Fellow, Joyous Spirit, Buck, and Blood« As I have 
myfelf pafled through the whole feries, I (hall explain 
each ftation by a (hort account of my life, remarking 
the periods when my charadler changed its denomina- 
tion, and the particular incidents by which the change 
was produced. 

My father was a wealthy fanner in Yorkihirc , and 
when I was near eighteen years of age, he brought me 
up to London, and put me an apprentice to a confider- 
abfe (hopkeeper in the city. There was an aukward 
modeft (implicity in my manner, and a reverence of reli* 
gion and virtue in my converfation. The novelty of 
the fcene that was now placed before me, in which 
there were innumerable ohje^s that I never conceived 
to exift, rendered me attentive and credulous ; peculi- 
arities, which, without a provincial accent, a flobch in 
my gait, a long lank head of hair, an unfafhionable fuit 
of drab coloured cloth, 'would have denominated me 
a Greenhorn, or, in other words, a country put very 
green. 
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Green, then, I continued even in externals, neiM: 
two years ; and in this flate I was the ofajeft of uni- 
Terfal contempt and derifion : but being at length - 
wearied with merriment and infult, 1 was verj fedu- 
lotis to aflume the manners and appearance of thofe, 
who in the fame ftation were better treated. I had 
already improved greatly in my fpetch ) and my fa- 
ther having allowed me thirty pounds a^ year for appa> 
rel and pocket- money, the greater part of which I had 
faved, I befpoke a fuit of clothes of aa eminent city 
tailor, with feveral waiilcoat» and breechcs> and two' 
firocki for a change : I cut off mj hair, and procured 
a- brown bob periwig of Wilding, of the fame colour, 
with a fingle row of curls jufl round the bottom, which 
I wore very i^cely combed, and without powder : my 
hat, which had been cocked with gieat exaftnefs in an* 
cquilatersd triangle, I difcarded, and purchafed one of 
a more fafhionable ilze, the fore corner of which pro- 
Je&ed near two inches further than thofe on each fide, 
and was moulded into the fhape of a fpout : I. alfo fus- 
niihed myfelf with a change of white thread Aockings,. 
took care that my pumps were varnifhed every morn- 
ing with the new German blacking ball ; and when I 
went out, carried in my hand a little fwitch, whicb> 
as it had been long appendant to the chara^er that I 
had juft aflumedy has taken the fame name, and is cal» 
Jed a Jemmy* 

I foon. perceived the advantage of this transforms^ 
tion. My manner had not, indeed, kept pace with 
mj drefs *, I was Aill modeft and diffident, temperate 
and fober, and confequently ilill fubjedl to ridicule ; 
but I was now admitted into coxn^%.tv>}^{tQm which I had 
b<ffon been excluded by t\ic i>3lKic\X^oI xxi^ •K^^t.^x'ax^^'^.S 

J was rallied and encoux^&tAM^^^^**^ ^^^^''^^^^^ 
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firuded both by precept and example. Some offe*' 
were made of carrying me to a houfe of priyato entar- 
taicment, which I abiblutely refufed; but I foon found 
the way into the play- houfe, to fee the two laft a£lS| 
and the farce : here I kamed, that by breaches of cha* 
Aity no man was thought to incur either guilt or (hame^ 
but that, on the contrary, they were c&ntially necef- 
fary to the character of a fine gentleman. I feon co* 
pied the original, which I found to be univerfidly ad- 
mired, in my morals, and made fbme farther approaches 
to it in my drefs : I fuffered my hair to grow long «« 
sough to comb over the foretop of .my wig, wluch, when 
I iallied forth to my evening amufement, I changed 
to a queue : I tied the collar of my (hirt with half 
an ell of Uack ribbon, which appeared under my neck- 
cloth 3, the fore corner of my hat was confiderably ela* 
vated and fliortened, fo that it no longer re(embled a 
fpout, but the corner of a minced pyc ; my waiftcoat 
was edged with a narrow lace, my ftockings were filk, 
and I never appeared without a pair of clean gloves* 
My addrefs, from its native mafculine plainncfs, was 
converted to an excefs of ibftnefs and civility, efpeci- 
ally when I fpoke to the lacUes. I had before made 
fome progrels in learning to fwear j I had proceeded 
by fegs, faith, pox, plague, 'pon my life, 'poo my 
foul, rat it, and zookers, to zauns. and the divilL 
Now I advanced to by Jove, *lbre ged, ged curie ity 
and demme : but I fkill uttered thefe interjedions in. a 
tremulous tone» and my pronunciation was feminine and 
vicious. I was fenfible of my dejEefts, and, therefore, ap^ 
plied with great diligence to remove them. I frequently 
pradifed alone, but it wasa longlVaye.\^t.lcK^\^^'Q\i^^w^'^ 
fo much to my owu fatiifaiGdofi ut coxtomtj,^ %*>or| ^^^-^^ 
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felf. My labour, however was not without its re- 
ward ^ it recommended me to the notice of the ladies, 
and procured me the gentle appellation of Je flamy. 

I now learned among other Grown Gentlemen to . 
•dance, which greatly enlarged my acquaintance ; I 
entered into a fubfcription for country dances once a 
week at a tavern, where each gentleman engaged to 
bring a partner : at the fatoe time I made confiderable 
-advances in fwearing j 1 could pronounce damme with 
a tolerable air and accent, giv& the vowel its full 
found, and look with confidence in the face of the per« 
fon to whom I fpoke. About this time my father^s el* 
•der brother died, and left me an eftate of near five 
hundred pounds per annua. I now bought out the 
remainder of my time ; and this fudden acceffion of wealth 
and independence gave me immediately an air of greater 
confidence and freedom. I laid out near one hundred 
4ind fifty pounds in clothes, though I was obliged to 
go into mourning : I employed a court tailor to make 
.them up ^ I exchanged my queue for a bag ^ I put on 
a fword, which in appearance at leaft, was a Toledo f 
«nd in proportion as I knew my drefs to be elegant, I 
was lefs folicitous to be neat. My acquaintance now 
increafed every hour : I was attended^ flattered, and 
carefled ^ was often invited to entertainments, fupped 
jcvtTj night at a tavern, and went home in a chair ^ 
.was taken notice of in public places, and was univer^ 
fally confefled to be improved into a Smart. 

There were feme intervals in which I found it ne- 

ceflary to abdain from wenching^ and in thefe, at 

whatever rifk, I applied myfelf to the bottle : a ha- 

bit of drinking came \nfcnt\VA7 >3i^oti m^^ 'wx^ 1 was 

fooD able to walk home viVtVi ?l >aoXv\t ^xi^ ^ ^vox.» \ 
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luid learned a. fufficient number of fa(hionab1e toads, 
and got by heart feveral toping andfeveral bawdy fongg, 
fome of which I ventured to roar out with a friend 
hanging on my arm as we fcoured the ilreet after our 
no£lurnal revel. I now laboured with indefatigable 
induftry to increafe thefe acquiOtions : I enlarged my 
flock, of healths ; made great progrefs in finging, jok- 
ing, and ftory telling y fwore well ; could make a com«^ 
pany of (launch topers drunk y always colle£ling the 
reckoning, and was the lad man that departed. My 
face began to be covered with red pimples, and my 
«ye8 to be weak ; I became daily more negligent of 
of my drefsj and more blunt in my manner ^ I profef- 
fed myfelf a foe to (lafters and milkfops, declared) 
that there was no enjoyment equal to that ef a bottle 
and a friend, and fpon gained the appellation of an Ho« 
i^eft Fellow. 
.. By this dillin&ion I was animated to attempt yet 
greater excellence } I learned feveral feats of ioEiimick*' 
ry of the under players, coidd take off known charic* 
ten, tell a ftaring itory, and humbug with do much 
duU as (bmetimes to tabe in a knowing one. I was. 
fo fuccefsful in the pra6tice of thefe arts, to which, in-, 
4eed, I applied myfelf with unwearied diligence and 
afliiduity, that I kept my company roaring with ap-. 
plaufe, till their voices funk by degrees, and they were 
no longer able to langh, becaufie they were no longer 
able either to hear or to fee. I had now afcended a« 
nother fcale in the climax ; and was. acknowledged by 
all who knew me to be a Joyous Spirit. 

After all theCe topics of merriment were exHauftedi 
and 1 had repeated my tricks^ xn^ &«at,v ^sa^ 'V^***> 
Mndmy{p»gs^ ti^ they grew vi&iUl, \ \>^tKBK^^ «^ 
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chierons ; and was continually devifing and executing 
FrolicSy to the unfpeakabk delight of mj companions , 
and the injury of others* For many of them I wat 
profecutedy and frequently obliged to pay large da« 
mages : but I bore all thefe loffes with an air. of jovial 
indifference, i pulhed on in my career, I was more 
defperate in proportion as I had left to lofe ; and being 
deterred from no mifchief by the dread of its confe- 
quences, I was faid to run i^ all, and complimented 
with the name of Buck* 

My eftate was at length mortgaged for more than it 
was worth ; my creditors were importunate } I became 
negligent of myfelf and of others ) I made a defperate' 
effort at the gaming taUe, and loft the laft fum that I 
coyld raife^ my eftate was feized by the mortgagee ; I' 
learned to pack cards and to cog a die ', became a bully 
to whores ^ paffed my nights in a brothel, the ftreet| 
or the watch-houfe j was utterly infenfible of (hamci 
and lived upon the town as a beaft of prey in a foreft* 
Thus I reached the fummit of modem glory, and had 
jaft acquired the diftinfkion of a Blood, when I was ar» 
veiled for an old debt of three hundred pounds, and 
dirown into the King^s Bench pri(bn. 

Thefe charaders, Sir, though they are diftind, yet 
do not all differ, otherwiie than as (hades of the fame 
colour. And though they are ftages of a regular pro- 
greffion, yet the whole progrefs is not made by every 
individual : fome are fo foon initiated in the myfteries 
of the town, that they are never publicly known in 
their Greenhorn ftate; others fix long in their * 
Jemmyhood, others are Jeffamies at fourfcore, and fome 
Magnate in each of the hig^iti ftaL^^t^Cor life. But I 
ivguc/l that they may utvcx \iLti5ta&«t >ft^ ^i&ssi^^K^ 
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either by you or your correfpondents. Of the Blood , 
your brother Adventurer, Mr. Wildgoofe, though he 
aflunes the charader, does not feem to have a juil 
and precife idea as diftindl from the Buck, in which 
clafs he (hould be placed, and will probably die j for 
he feems determined to (hoot himfelf, juft at the time 
wrhen his circumftances will enable him to afliune the 
higher diftindlion. 

But the retrofped upon life, which this letter has 
made neceflary» covers me with confufion, and aggra-^ 
Tates defpair. I cannot but refled, that among all 
nlhefe chara£lers, I have never affumed that of a Man* 
Man is a Reafonable Being, which he ceafes to be, 
who difguifes his body with ridiculous fopperies, or de« 
rgradcs his mind by deteftable brutality* Thefe thoughts, 
would have been of great ufe to me, if they had occur- 
(Ted feven years ago. IF they are of ufe to you, I hope 
you will fend me a fmall gratuity for my labour, to al- 
leviate the mifery of hunger and nakednefs : but, dear 
Sir, let your bounty bt fpeedy, left I perifh before it 
4irrives. 

I am your humble fecvant, 

«Common Me, King's Bench, 
Oa. 13. 1753. 

NoNSNTARVIi 
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'Efi ubipeccat, Hon* 

-Yet fometimes he mifttkes. 
To the Adventurer. 



SIR, 

« • 

If we confider the high rank which Milton has de- 
fcrvedly obtained among our few Engliifh claf- 
lics, we cannot wonder at the multitude of commenta- 
ries and criticifms of which he has been the fubjed. 
To thefe I have added fome mifcellaneous remarks \ 
and if you (hould at firft be inclined to rejefl them as 
trifling, you may, perhaps, determine to admit them, 
when you reflet that they are new. 

The defcription of Eden in the fourth book of the 

Paradife Loft, and the battle of the angels in- the fixth, 

are ufually feledled as the mod ftriking examples of a 

Soxid and vigorous imag^itv^Xloxi ; Wt it requires much 
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greater ilrength of miad to form an affemblage of na- 
tural objedsy and to range tbem with propriety and 
beauty, than to bring together the greateft variety of 
the moft fplendid images, without any regard to their 
ufe or congruity ^ as in painting, he who, by the forcd 
of his imagination, can delineate a landfcape, is deem- 
ed a greater mailer than he, who, by heaping rocks of 
coral upon taflelated pavements, can only make abfur- 
dity fplendid, and difpofe gaudy colours fo as bed to 
fet off each other. 

^' Sapphire fountains that rolling over orient Pearly 
^' run Ne£bir, rofes without thorns, trees that bear 
'* Vegetable Gold, and that weep odorous gums and 
** balms,*' are cafily imagined^ but having no rela- 
tive beauty as pidures of nature, nor any abiblute ex- 
cellence as derived from truth, they can only pleafe 
thofe, who, when they read, exeroife no faculty but 
fancy, and admire becaufe they do not think. 

If I (hall not be thought to digrefs wholly from my 
fubjefl, I would illudrate this remark, by comparing 
two paffages, written by Milton and Fletcher, on near- 
ly the fame fubjed. The fpirit in Comus thus pays 
his,addrers of thanks tp the water-nymph Sabrina : 

May thy brimmed waves for this, 
Their full tribute never mlfs, 
From a thoufand petty rills, 
That tumble down the fnowy hills : 
Summer drought, or finged air, 
Never fcorch thy trcffei fair 5 
Nor wet Odlober's torrent flood 
Thy molten chryilal fill with mud : 

VoL.IIL K ^Va: 
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Thus far the wlihei are llioft proper for the welfare 
of a river goddefs : the circumflaoce of fumtner not 
fcorching her treffes, is highly poetical and elegant : 
but what follows, though it is pompoos and snajeiUc^ 
is unnatural and far fetched X 

' May thy billows roll afltore 
The beryl and the g^den ore ; 
May thy lofty head be crowned 
With many a tow*r and terras ronnd 5 
And here and thete, thy banks upon. 
With groves of myrrh and cinnainon ! 

The circumftanee in the third and fourth lines is hap« 
pily fancied ^ but what idea can the reader have of an 
EngUfli river rolling GM a^d the Beryl afliore, «»* of 
groves of Cinnamon growing on its banks ? The 
images in the following pafiage of Fletcher are all iim« 
pie and real, all appropriated amd flridly naturals 

For thy kindnefs to me (hown> 
Never from thy banks be blown 
Any tree, with windy force, 
Crofs thy dream to flop thy courfe j 
May no bead that comes to drink, 
With his horns call down thy brink ^ 
May none that for thy fifh do look. 
Cut thy banks to dam thy brook ; 
Barefoot may no neighbour Wade 
In thy cool dreams, wife or maid. 
When the fpawn on dones do lie. 
To wa(h their hemp and fpoil the fry* 

The 
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,Thc glaring piflure of Paradife is not, in xny opi* 
nton, fo (Irong an evidence of Milton^s force of ima- 
gination, as fais reprefentation of Adam and Eve when 
tfaey left it, and of the palfions with which they were 
agitated on that event. 

Again (I his battle of the angels, I have the fame 
obje6^ions as againfl his garden of Edeo. He has 
endeavoured to elevate his combatants, by giving them 
enormous ftature of giants in romances, books of which 
he was known to be fond ; and the prowefs and be- 
haviour of Michael, as much refemble the leats of A- 
riofto^s Knight, as his two handed fword does the wea- 
pons of chivalry : I think the fublimity of his genius 
much more vifible in the firft appearance of the fallen 
angels ^ the. debates of the infernal peers ^ the paflage 
of Satan through the dominions of Chaos, and his ad* 
venture with Sin and Death ^ the midion of Raphael 
to Adam *, the converfations between Adam and his 
wife y the creation ^ the account which Adam gives 
of his firil fenfations, and of the approach of Eve from 
the hand of her Creator ; the whole behaviour of Adam 
and Eve after the firft tcanfgrrefiion } and the pro- 
fpefl of the various flates of the world, and hiAory of 
man exhibited in a viiion to Adam. 

In this viiion, Milton judicioufly reprefents Adam, 
as ignorant of what di(a(ler had befallen Abel, when 
he was murdered by his brother j but during his con- 
verfatioQ with Raphael, the poet feems to have forgot- 
ten this neceflary and natural ignorance of the Brft 
man. How was it poilible'for Adam to difcern what 
the Angel meant by ** cubic phalanxes, by planets of 
** afpcEl malign, by encamping on the fbughten field, 
<* by van and rear, by ftandards, «ii4 ^^gQi^^si\sycA> ^^^ 

K 2 ^^^^ 
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glittering tiffues, bj the girding fword, by embat- 
tled fquadrons, chariots, and flaming arms, and fiery 
** deeds ?*' And although Adam poffefled a fuperior 
degree of knowledge, yet doubtlefs he had not ikill 
enough in chemiftry to underftand Raphael, who inr 
formed him, that 



-Sulphurous and nitrous foam 



They found, they mingled, and with fubtle art, 

Concoded and Adufted, they reducM 

To blacked grain, and into ftore conveyM* 

And, furely, the nature of cannon was not much ex- 
plained to Adam, who neither knew, or wanted the 
.ufe of iron tools, by telling him, that they refembled 
the hollow bodies of oak or fir. 

With branches lopt, in wood or mountain fellM. 

He that never beheld the brute creation but in its paf- 
times and fports, muft have greatly wondered, when 
the Angel exprefled the flight of the Satanic hoft, by 
faying, that they fled 



-As a herd 



Of goats, or Timorous flock, together throngM. 

But as there are many exuberances in this peem, 
there appears to be alfo fome defeds. As the ferpent 
was the iaflrument of the temptation, Milton minute* 
ly defcribes its beauty and alurements : and I hare 
frequently wondered, that he did not, for the fame rea- 
foD, gire a more elaboralt dtfcil^tvon of the tree o£ 



i. " 
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life 5 efpecially as. he was remarkable for his knowledge^ 
and imitation of the Sacred Writings, and as the foU 
lowing paffage in the Revelations, afforded him a hint,' 
from which his creative faticy might have worked up a 
fhiking pidure : ^' In the midft df the fireet of it, and 
" of cither fide of the river, was there the tree of life ; 
** which lyare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her 
** fruit every month ^ and the leaves of the tree were 
" for the healing of the nations.** 

At the end of the fourth book, fafpence and atten- 
tion are excited to the utmoft ; a combat between 
Satan and the guardians of £den is eagerly expeAed^ 
and curiofity is impatient for- the allien and the cataH 
trophe ; b^t this horrid fray is prevented, expedkatlon 
is cut off, and curiofity difappointed, by an expedient, 
which, though applauded by Addifbn and Pope, and 
imitated from Homer and Virgil, will be deemed fri* 
gid and inartificial, by all who judge from their own 
fenfations, and are not content to echo the decifions of 
t>thers. The golden balances are held forth, '' which,*' 
fays the poet, " are yet feen between Aflrea and the 
'' Scorpion ^** Satan looks up, and perceiving that his 
fcale mounted aloft, departs with the ihades of night. 
To make fuch a ufe, at fo critical a time, of Libra, a 
mere imaginary fign of the Zodiac, is fcarcely juflifi- 
able in a poem founded on religious truth. 

Among innumerable beauties in the Paradife Loff, 
I think the moft tranfcendent is the fpeech of Satan at 
the beginning of the ninth book : in which his unex- 
tlnguiffiable pride, and fierce indignation againd God, 
and his envy towards Man, are fo blended with an invo- 
luntarj approbation of goodnets^ atid ^\^^'^vcl o\ ^^ 
meanncfs and bafenefs of his prcfcut.utid.ttX.?^5A^^>'^'*^^** 
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Tender it on accoUBt of the propriety of its reatunents 
and its turns of paffion, the mod natural* moft fpirit- 
ed, and truly dramatic fpeech, that is, perhaps, to be 
found ki any writer, whether ancient or modera : and 
yet Mr. Addilbn has pafied it over, unpraifed and on- 
noticed* 

If any apology (hould be dcented necefiry for the 
freedom here ufed with oar inimitable bard» let Bie 
conclude in the words of Longtnns : *^ Whoever waa 
** carefoUy to colled the blenuihes of Homer* Demof- 
^ thenes* Plato, and of other celebrated writers of the 
** fame rank, wpold find they bore not the lead pro- 
^ portion to the fiiblimities and exceUencits witli 
^ which their works abonad.*' 
2. 

<} am* SiR^ 

Your humble lervant,' 

JPaueopbilvi, 



'^0, 
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■I I ■ ^ /<t/ //im dextro pede concipis^ ui te 

Conatui nonpisniteat vottque pera^i^ Juvm 

What in the condu£l of our life appears 

So well defignM> fo luckily begun^ 

JBut when we have our wi(h, we wifh undone. 



To the ADV£NTt7R£ll. 

SIR, 

I HAV& been for many years a trader in London. My 
beginning was narrow, and my dock fmall y I was, 
therefore, a long time brow- beaten and defpifed by 
thofe who, having more money, thought they had 
more merit than myftlf. I did not, however, fuffer 
my refentment to inftigate me to auy mean arts of fup- 
plantation, nor my eagernefa of riches to betray me to 
an/ ixuJircfl methods o£ gailu \ \ ^\3kA\x^ 'oi^ \j.\Sx'^'«^s.' 

K 4 ^"^ 
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with inceflant aiTiduit j, fupported by the hope o£ being 
one day richer than thofe who contemned me ; and had, 
upon every annual review of my books, the fati8fa6lion 
of finding my fortune increafed beyond my ezpe6la« 
tion. 

In a few years my induftry and probity were fully 
recompenfed, my Miealth was really great, and my re- 
putation for wealth fiill greater. I had large ware- 
houfes crowded with goods, and confiderable fums in 
the public funds ^ I was carefled upon the Exchange 
by the mod eminent merchants ; became the oracle of 
the common council ^ was folicited to engage in all 
commercial undertakings ; was flattered with the hop^s 
of becoming in a fhort time, one of the diredors of a 
wealthy company ; and, to complete my mercantile 
honours, enjoyed the expenfive happinefs of fining for 
fheriff. 

Riches, you know, cafily produce riches : when I 
had arrived to this degree of wealth, I had no longer 
any obftruSion or oppofition to fear j new acquiGtions 
were hourly brought within my reach, and I continu- 
ed for fome years longer to heap thoufands upon thou- 
fands. 

At lad I refolved to complete the circle of a citizen^s 
profperity by the purchafe of an ellate in the country, 
and to clofe my life in retirement. From the hour 
that this dcfign entered my imagination, I found the 
fatigues of my employment every day more opprcffive, 
and perfuaded myfelf that I was no longer equal to 
perpetual attention, and that my health would foon be 
deftroyed by the torment and diftraftion of extenfive 
buiinefs. I could image to myfelf no happinefs, but 
in vacant jollity, and unitvXeii>i^v.^^ \€vWt^ % xw« t'a- 
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tertain my friends with any other topic, than the vexa- 
tion and uncertainty of trade ^ and the happinefs of xtt-r 
lal privacy. 

But notwith flan ding thefe declarations, I could not 
at once reconcile myfelf to the. thoughts of ceafing. to 
get money ^ and though I was every day inquiring foe 
a purchafe, I found fome reafon for reje£ling all that 
were oflFered me ^ and^ indeed, had accumulated fo 
many beauties and conveniencies in my idea of the 
fpot, where I was finally to be happy, .that,' peihaps, 
the world might have been travelled over, without dif- 
covery of a place which would not have been defective 
in fome particular. 

Thus I went on flill talking of retirement, and dill 
refufing to retire ^ my friends began to laugh at my de-- 
lays, and I grew afhamed to trifle longer with my own 
inclinations ^ an eftate was at length purchafed, I traof- 
ferred my flock to a prudent youiig man who had mar- 
ried my daughter, went down into the country, and- 
commenced lord of a fpacious mknor. 

Here for fome time I found happinefs equal to my 
expe£lation. I reformed the old houfe according to the- - 
advice of the bed archite6ls ^ I threw down the walls o£ 
the garden, and inclofed it with pallifades, planted long 
avenues of trees, filled a green-boufe with exotic 
plants, dug a new canal, and threw the earth into the 
old moat. 

The fame of thefe expenfive improvements brought 
in all the country to fee the diew. I entertained my vi- 
fitors with great liberality, led them round my gjar* 
dens, fhewed them my apartments, laid before them 
plans for new decorations, and was gratified by the 
ironder of. fome and the envy of others* 
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I was envied *, but how little can one man yadge o£ 
tbe condition of another ? The time was now comin^^ 
in which afRuence and fplendor could no longer make 
me pleafed with myfelf. I had built till the imagina- 
tion of the architeft was exhaufted j I had added one 
convenience to another, till I knew not what more tO) 
wiih or to defign ^ I had laid out my gardens^ planted 
my park, and completed my water-works ^ and what 
now remained to be done 1 what, but to look up to tur- 
xet^, of which when they were once raifed I had no 
farther ufe, to range over apartments- where time was 
tarniihing the furniiure, to (land by the cafcade of 
Tvhich I fcarctly now perceived the found, and to watch, 
the growth of woods that mud give their (hade to a dif- 
tant generation. 

In this gloomy ina£{ivity, Is every day begun and 
ended : the happinefs that I have been fo long procur- 
ing is now at an end, becaufe it has been procured j I 
Tvander from room to room till I am weary of myfelf ; I 
lide out to a neighbouring hill in the centre of my eflate 
from whence all my lands lie in profpe^t round me ; I 
' fee nothing that I have not feen before, and return hom& 
difappointed) though I knew that I had nothing toexpe^» 

In my happy days of bufinefs I had been accuflomed 
to life early in the morning ^ and remember the time 
when I grieved that the night came fo foon upon me^ 
and obliged me for a fe^ hours to (hut out affluence 
and profperity., I now feldom fee the rifing fun, but to 
** tell him»" with the fallen angel, ** how I hate his 
^' beams." I wake from (leep as to langour or imprifon- 
ment, and have no employment for the firft hour but 
to confidcr by what art I (hall rid myfelf of the fecond^ 
Jprotrad the breakfaft as \aia^«i%\ C2iw^ V^eciufe wheiL 

'vs. 
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it is ended I Inye no ciU for my attention, till I can^ 
iwith fome degree of decency grow impatient for my din« 
ser^ If I could dine all my life, I ihould be happy ^ I 
<cftt not becaofe I am hungry, but becaufe I am idle : 
but alas 1 the time quickly comes when I can eat no 
longer \ and fo ill does my conditulion fecond my in- 
clination, that I cannot bear ftrong liquors : feven houcs- 
iqpiuil then be endured before I fhall fup ^ but fupper 
comes at laft, the more welcome as it is in a fhort time- 
fucceeded by ileep. 

Such, Mr. Adventurer, is the happinefs, the hope of 
«f which feduced me from the duties and pleafures of 
ft mercantile life. I (hall be told by thofe who read 
my narrative, that there are many means of innocent 
aimufement, and many fchemes of ufeful employment, 
which I do not appear ever to have known y and that 
nature and art have provided pleafures, by which^. 
without the drudgery of fettled bu(iners, the a^ve may 
be engaged, the iblitary foothed, and the focial «nter«- 
tained. . ^ 

Thefe arts, Sir, I have tried. When fir(t I took poC- 
fedion of my eftate, in. conformity to the taile of m^ 
neighbours, I bought guns and nets, £Ued my kenoei 
With dogs and my ftable with* horfes y but a little ex- 
perience (hewed me, that thefe ifi(lruments of rural fe-^ 
licity, would afford me few gratifications. < I never (hot 
but to mifs the mark, and,^ to confefs the truth,, was a^ 
fraid of the fire of my own gun* I could difcover no> 
mufic in the cry of the dogs, nor could diveft myfelf of 
pity for the animal whofe peaceful and inoffeniive life . 
was facrificedto ourfport. I was not, indeed, always 
at leifuce to refled upon her danger ^ for my horfe, yvho> 
bad been bred to the chace, did not alv^ia^s it^^^xd xs^^f; 

JL6 liws^Kjat 
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choice either of fpeed or way* but leaped hedges aiid 
ditches at his own difcretioo, and hurried me along 
with the dogs, to the great diverlion of my brother 
fportfinen. . His eagernefs of purfuit once incited him 
to fwim a- river j and I had leifure to refolve in the 
water, that I would never hazard my life again for the 
deflrudUon of a hare. 

I then ordered books to be procured, and by the di- 
re6tion of the vicar had in a few weeks a clofet elegant- 
ly furniihed. You will, perhaps, be furprifed when I 
tell yovLy that when once I had ranged them according 
to their fizes, and piled them up in regular gradations, 
I had received all the pleafure which they could give 
me. I am not able to excite in myfelf any curiofity af- 
ter events which have been long paffed, and in which 
I can, therefore, have no intereft : I am utterly uncon- 
cerned to know whether TuUy or Demollhenes excel- 
led in oratory, whether Hannibal loft Italy by his own 
negligence or the corruption of his countrymen. I have 
no ikill in controverfial learning, nor can conceive why 
fo many volumes fhould have been written upon quef- 
tions, which I have lived fo long and fo happily with- 
out underflanding. I once refolved to go through the 
volumes relating to the office of judice of the peac^, but 
found them fo crabbed and intricate, that in lefs than a 
month I dcfifted in defpair, and refolved to fupply my 
deficiences by paying a competent falary to a fkilful 
clerk. 

I am naturally inclined to hofpitality, and for fome 
time kept up a conftant intercourfe of vifits with the 
neighbouring gentlemen : but though they are eafily 
brought about me by better wine than they can £nd at 
any other houfe, I am not m^SLcVi i«\vt^r«d by their con- 
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verfation ^ they have no ikill in commerce or the (locks, 
and I have no knowledge of the hillory of families or 
the fa6lions of the country 5 fo that when the firft ci- 
vilities are over, they ufualiy talk to one another, and 
I am left alone in the midfl of the company. Though 
I cannot drink myfelf, I am obliged to encourage the 
circulation of the glafs ; their mirth grows more tur- 
bulent and obdreperouS) and before their merriment 
is at an end, I am fick with difgud, and, perhaps, re- 
proached with my fobriety, or by fome fly iniinuations 
infulted as a cit. 

Such, Mr. Adventurer, is the life to which I am 
condemned by a foolifli endeavour to be happy by imi- 
tation 'j fuch is the happinefs to which I pleafed myfelf 
with approaching, and which I confidered as the chief 
end of my cares and my labours. I toiled year after 
year with cheerfulnefs, in expe6lation of the happy hour 
in which I might be idle : the privilege of idlenefs is 
attained) but has not brought with it the blefllng of 
tranquility. 

T. I am, 

Yours, &c. 

Mercator. 
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^ ' ^id enim rations timemus^ 



Aut cupimus ? 1 Jov;. 

How void of reafon ere our hopes and fears ! 

Drtosn*. 

In thofc remote times Trhen by the intervention of Fai- 
ries, men received good and evil, which fucceeding ge- 
nerations could expe^ only from natural caufes, Soli- 
man, a mighty prince, reigned over a thoufand pro- 
vinces in the diftant regions of the ead. It is record- 
ed of Soliman, that he had no favourite \ but among. 
the principal nobles of his court was Omaraddin^ 

Omaraddin had two daughters, Almcrine and She- 
limah. At the birth of Almerine, the fairy Elfarina 
had prefid'ed \ and in compliance with the importunate 
and reiterated requeft of the parents, had endowed her 
with every natural excellence both of body and mind, 
afld decreed that ** (he fliould be fought in marriage by 
/' a, fovereign prince." 
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When the wife of Omaraddia was pregnant with 
Shelimah, the fairy Elfarina was again invoked ^ at 
which Farimina, another power of the aerial kingdom, 
was offended. Farimina was inexorable and cruel ^ 
the number of her votaries, therefore was few. £lfa« 
rina was placable and benevolent ^ and Fairies of this 
character wereobferved.tobe fuperior in power, whe- 
ther becaufe it is the nature of vice to defeat its owa 
purpofe, or whether the calm and equal tenor of a vir- 
tuous mind prevents thofemi&akesy which are committed 
in the tumult and precipitation of outrageous malevo- 
lence. But Farimina, from whatever caufe, refolved 
that her influence (hould not be wanting ^ (he, there- 
fore, as far as (he was able, precluded the influence of 
Elfarina, by firlt pronouncing the incantation which de^* 
termined the fortune of the infant, whom (he difcover- 
ed by divination to be a girl. Farimina^ that the inno« 
cent objed^ of her malice might be defpifed by others^ 
and perpetually employed in tormenting, herfelf, de- 
creed, *' that her perfon ihould be rendered hideous by 
^' every fpecies of deformity, and that all her wifhes 
^ (hould fpontaneooOy produce an oi^>ofifce effedl.^' 

The parents dreaded the birth of the infant under 
this maledidion, Ivith which Ellarina had acquainted 
them, and which (he could not reverfe. The moment 
they beheld it, they were felicitous only to conceal it 
from the world ^ they confidered the complicated de- 
formity of unhappy Shelimah, as fome reproach to them* 
felves ^ and as they could not h<^e to change her ap«^ 
pearance, they did not find themfelves intereded in her 
felicityr They made no requeft to Elfarina, that iho 
would by any intelledual endowment alleviate miferics 
which they (hould not puUcipalt| \>\xt ^^tSB^^ 5:5^tw\x:qx 
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that a being fo hideous (hould fuffer perpetual difappoint- 
ment } and, indeed, they concurred to injure an infant 
vvhich they could not behold with complacency, by 
lending her with only one attendant to a remote caftle 
which ftood on the confines of a wood. 

Elfarina, hovrever, did not thus forfake innocence in 
dillrefs ; but to counterbalance the evils of obfcurity, 
hegledl, and uglinefs, (he decreed, that '' to the tade of 
" Shelimah the coarfefl food (hould be the moil exqui- 
'/ fite dainty ^ that the rags which covered her, (hould 
*^ In her eftimation be equal to cloth of gold } that (he 
^* (hould priae a palace lefs than a cottage ^ and that 
** in thefe circum (lances love (hould be a (Iranger to 
" her breaft.'* To prevent tht vexation which would 
arife from the continual difappointment of her wiihes, 
appeared at fird to be more difficult ; but this was 
at length perfcdly eflFeded by endowing her with Con- 
tent. 

While Shelimah was immured in a remote caftle, ne- 
gle£led and forgotten, every city in the dominions of 
Soliman contributed to decorate the perfi:>n, or cultivate 
the mind of Almerinc. The houfe oi her father was 
the refort of all who excelled in learning of whatever 
clafs^ and as the wit of Almarine was equal to her beau- 
ty, her knowledge was foon equal to her wit. 

Thus accompliihed, (he became the obje6t of univer- 
fal admiration ; every heart throbbed at her approach, 
every tongue was (ilent when (he fpoke ^ at the glance 
of her eye every cheek was covered with blufhes of dif- 
fidence or defire, and at her command every foot be- 
came fwift as that of the roe. £nt Almerine, whom 
ambition was thus jealous to obey, who was reverenced 
by boar J wifdom, and bt\oNtd\)^ ^o^aXWul beauty, was 
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perhaps the moft wretched of her fex. Perpetual adu-^ 

lation had made her haughty and fierce^ her penetra-' 

tioo and delicacy rendered almoft every objed offen- 

five 'y (he was difgufied with unperfedtions which others 

could not difcover ^ her breail was corroded by detef*^ 

tation, when others were foftened by pity ^ (he loft the 

fweetnefs of fleep by the want of exercife, and the re-^ 

li(h of food by continual luxury j but her life became 

yet more wretched, by her fenfibility of that paflion, on 

which the happinefs of life is believed chiefly to de-^ 

pend. * 

Nourafliin, the phyfician of Soliman^ was of noble 

bir"^, and celebrated for his (kill through all the EafL 
He had juft attained the meridian of- life; his per- 
fon was graceful, and his manner foft and infinuating. 
Among many others, by whom Almerine had been 
taught to invedigate nature, NourafluT had acquainted 
her with the qualities of trees and herbs. - Of him (he 
learned, how an innumerable progeny are contained in 
the parent plant ; how they expand and quicken by de- 
grees *y how from the fame foil each imbibes a different 
juice, which ridng from the root hardens into branches 
above, fwcUs into leaves, and flowers, and fruits, infi- 
nitely various in colour, and tafle, and fmell : of power 
to repel .-'iTeafes, or precipitate the ftroke of death. 

Whether by the caprice which is common to vio- 
lent pafllons, or whether by fome potion which Nou* 
raflin found means to adminitier to his fcholaf, is not 
known ; but of Nouraflin (he became enamoured to the 
moft romantic excefs. The pleafure with which flic 
had before reflcfted on the decree of the fairy, " that 
** (he (hould be fought in marriage by a fovereign 
" prince/' was now at an end. It Yi^% ^^ ^^^^-row^ 



^'^ 



!I34 "^M AovsMTinLE&» No. CUT. 

ikt nobles to prefent their daughters to the King, when 
they entered their eighteenth year ^ an event which 
Almerine had often anticipated with impatience and 
hope, but now wifhed to prevent with foHeitude 
and terror* The period urged forward, like every 
thing future, with filent and irrefiftible rapidity, at 
length arrived. The curiofity of Soliman had been 
raifed, as well by accidental encomiums, as by the 
artifices of Omaraddin, who now hafted to gratify it 
with the utmoft anxiety and perturbation: he difcover^d 
the confuiion of his daughter, and imagined that it 
was produced like his own, by the uncertainty and im- 
portauce of an event, which would be determined^e- 
fore the day fhould be paffed. He endeavoured to 
give her a peaceful confidence in the promife of the 
Fairy, which he wanted himfelf ^ and perceived, with 
regret, that her didrefs rather increafed than di- 
miniOied : this incident, however, as he had no fufpi' 
cion of the caufe, only Tendered him more impatient of 
delay ^ and Almerine, covered with ornaments by 
which art and nature were exhaufted, was, however re« 
lu6lant, introduced to the King. 

Soliman was now in his thirtieth year. He had 
fate ten years upon the throne, and for the ileadinefs 
of his virtue had been furnamed the Juft. -"He had 
hitherto confidered the gratification of appetite as a low 
enjoyment, allotted to weaknefs and obfcurity ^ and 
the excercife of heroic virtue, a^ the fuperior felicit/ 

' of eminence and power* He had as yet takep no wife ^ 
nor had he immured in his palace a multitude of un- 
happy beauties, in whom defire had no choice, and 
a£fe6lion no objedt, to be fucceCTively forfaken after un- 

TcUfled violation, and atU^ tL\xVL\xv\.o \>ca ^\w^ ^*\xV 
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out having anfwered any nobler purpofe, than fometimes 
to have gratified the caprice of a tyrant, whom they 
faw at no other feafon, and whofe prefence could raife 
no paflion more remote from detedation than fear* 

Such was Soliman ) who^ having gazed fome mo- 
ments upon Almerine with iilent admii^atibn, rofe vtp, 
and turning to the princes who flood round him, *' To- 
morrow,'' faid be, ^ I will grtnt the requeft which 
^ you have fo olttn repeated, and place a beauty upon 
^* my throne, by wh(»n I may tranfmit my dominion 
** to pofterity : to morrow, the daughter of Omasad* 
^ din (hall be my wife.** 

The joy with which Omaraddin heard this declara- 
tion, was abated by the effeft which it produced upon 
Almerine : who, after fome ineflfe^ual ftruggles with 
the paflions which agitated her mind, threw herfelf in- 
to the arms of her women, and burfl into tears. Soli- 

r 

man immediately difmif^d his attendants ; and taking 
lier in his arms, inquired the cau& of her dSdrefs : this, 
however, was a feccet. Which neither her pride nor her 
fear would fuffier her to reveaL She continued filent 
and inconfolable ^ and Soliman, though he fecretly fn£- 
pe£led fome other attachment, yet appeared to be fati£> 
fied with the fuggeflions of her father, that her emo- 
tion was only fuch as is common to the fex upon any 
great and unexpected event. He defilled from farther 
importunity, and commanded that her women (hould 
remove her to a private apartment of the palace, and 
that (he (hould be attended by his phyfician Nouraflin. 

No. 
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'Semita certe 



Tranquilltg per virtutem patet unica vitiCm Jo v» 

But only virtue (hews the paths of peace. 

NouRAssiN, who had already learned what had happen* 
edy found his defpair relieved by this opportunity of 
another interview. The lovers, however, were re- 
ilrained from condolenee and confultation, by the pre* 
fence of the women who could not be difmifled : but 
Nouraffin put a fmall vial into the hand of Alme- 
rine as he departed, and told her, that it contained a 
cordial which, if adminiflered in time, would infalli- 
bly rellore the cheerfulnefs and vigour that (he had 
loft. Thefe words were heard by the attendants, 
though they were underdood only by Almerine ; (he 
jeadily comprehended, that the potion (he had receiv- 
ed was poifon, which would relieve her from languor 
and melancholy by removing the caufe, if it could be 
given to the king before Vvei tn^im^^e was completed. 
Aft€r Noura(rin was gone, ftve ^^Xt t>yKCv^^.Vvcv^ wv\N^^ 
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infelicity of her iitaation, and the dreadful events of 
the morrow till the night was far fpent j and then, ex- 
handed with perturbation and watching^ (he funk down 
on the fofa, and fell into a deep deep. 

The king, whofe red had been interrupted by the 
•ffeds which the beauty of Almerine had produced 
upon his mindy rofe at the dawn of day ^ and fending 
for her principal attendant, who had been ordered to 
watch in her chamber, eagerly inquired what had 
been her behaviour, and whether (he had recovered 
from her furprife. He was acquainted^ that die had 
lately fallen adeep j and that a cordial had been left 
by Nouradin, which he affirmed would, if not too 
long delayed, fuddenly recover her from languor and 
dejedion, and which, notwithdanding, flie had ne- 
gleded to take. Soliman derived new hopes from 
this intelligence ; and that die might meet him at the 
hour of marriage with the cheerful vivacity which 
the cordial of Nouradin would infpire, he ordered, 
that it diould, without adding her any quedion, be 
mixed with whatever die fird drank in the morning. 

Almerine, in whofe blood the long^continued tu- 
mult of her mind had produced a feverldi heat, awaked,, 
parched with third, and called eagerly for dierbet : 
her attendant, having fird emptied the vial into the 
bowl, as die had been commanded by the king, pre- 
fented it to her, and die drank it off. As foon as die 
had recoUeded the horrid budneis of the day, die 
mided the vial ; and, in a few moments, die learned 
how it had been applied. The fudden terror which 
now feized her, hadened the effed of the poifon ^ and 
die felt already the fire kindled in her veins, by which 
in a few hours die would be deftxo^^^. 1^^\ ^>&^\^^x 
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was now apparent, though the caufe was not fufpeS:* 
cd. Nonraflin was again introduced, and acquainted 
with the miftake. An antidote was immediately pre« 
pared and adminlftered 5 and Almerioe waited the 
event, 10 agonies of body and mind, which are not to 
be defcribed. The internal commotion «Tery inftant 
iocreafed ; fudden and intolerable heat and cold fue« 
ceeded each other ; and, in lefs than an hour, (he wai 
covered with a leprofy : her hair fell, her head fwelled, 
and every feature in her countenance was di()orted« 
Nouraflin, who was doubtful of the event, had with- 
drawn, to conceal his coofnfion ; and Alnerine, not 
knowing that thefe dreadful appearances were the pre- 
fages of recovery, and ihewed that the fatal effeds of 
the poiibn were expelled from the citadel of life, con- 
ceived her di Ablution to be near, and, in' the agony of 
remorfe and terror, earneftly requefted to fee the king. 
Soliman haflily entered her apartment, and beheld the 
ruins of her beauty with aftoniOiment, which every 
moment increafed y while (he difcovered the mifchief 
which had been intended againft him, and which had 
now fallen upon her own head. 

Soliman, after be had recovered from his aftonifh* 
ment, retired to his own apartment ^ and, in this in« 
terval of recoUe6lion, he foon difcovered, that the de- 
fire of beauty had feduced him from the path of juftice^ 
and that he ought to have difmiiTed the perfon whofe 
afFe£lions he believed to have another obje6^. He did 
not, therefore, take away the life of Nouraflin, for a 
crime, to which he himfelf had furnifhed the tempta- 
tion : but as fome puniihment was necefTary, as a fane- 
tion to the laws, he condemned him to perpetual ba- 
Dj/bmeat, JE^e commauded, xVk^X M\sax\i\^ (hould be 

1 ^ttvX. 
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tent back to ber father^ that ber life mlgbt be a me- 
morial of bis folly ^ and be determined, if poflible, to 
atone, by a fecond marriage, for tbe errors of the firll. 
He coniidered bow be might enforce and illulbrate 
fome general precept ^ which would contribute more 
to the felicity of bis people, than bis leaving tbem a 
fovereign <xf his owh blood : and at length he deter- 
mined to publifh this proclamation throughout all the 
provinces of his empire : ^' Soliman, whofe judgpnent 
** has been pervcrrted, and whofe life endangered, by 
** the influence and the treachery of unrivalled bean* 
^^' ty, is now refolved to place equal deformity upon 
*^ his throne, that, wben this event is recorded, the 
** world may know, that by Vice beauty became yet 
'' more odious than uglinefs,— -and learn, like Soliman 
** to defpife that excellence, which, without Virtue, 
** is only a fpecious evil, the reproach of the pofleflbr, 
" and the fnare of others. " 

Shelimah, during thefe events, e^cperienced a very 
different fortune. She remained, till (he was thirteen 
years of age, in the caflle ^ and it happened, that, 
about this time, the perfon to whofe care (he had bceni 
committed, after a (hort (icknefs, died. Shelimah 
imagined that (lie flept^ but perceiving that all at« 
tempts to awaken her were infeffe6iual, and ber dock 
of provifions being exhauded, (he found means to open 
the wicket, and wander alone into the wood.« She fa- 
tisfied her hunger with fuch berries and wild fruits as 
fhe found ', and at night, not being able to find her 
way back, (he lay down under a thicket, and (lept. 
Here (he was awaked early in the morning by a pea- 
faut, whofe compaffion happened to be proof againft 
deformity. The man alked het mnxi^ c^t.^vc^xw^ % V^^ 
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her anfwers rather increafing than gratifying his cari- 
ofitjTy he fet her before him on his beaft, and carried 
her to his houfe in the next village, at the diftance of 
about fix leagues. In his famllyi (he was the jell of 
fome, and the pitj of others. She was employed in 
the meaneft offices \ and her figore procured her the 
name of Goblin, But, amidft all the difadvantages of 
her fituation, (he enjoyed the utmoft felicity of 'food 
and reft : as (he formed no wi(hes, (he fuffered no dif- 
appointment : her body was healthful, and her mind 
at peace. 

In this (lation (he had continued four years ^ when 
the heralds appeared in the village with the proclalQa- 
tion of Soliman. Shelimah ran out with others to 
gaze at the parade. She liftened to the proclamation 
with great attention; and, when it was ended, (he 
perceived that the eyes of the multitude were fixed 
upon her. One of the horfemen at the fame time 
alighted ; and, with great ceremony, intreated her to 
enter a chariot, which was in the retinue ; telling her, 
that (he was, without doubt, the perfon whom Nature 
and Soliman had deftined to be their queen. Sheli* 
mah replied with a fmile, that (he had no defire to be 
great > ^' but, '' faid (he, '' if your proclamation be 
** true, I (hould rejoice to be the inftrument of fuch 
*' admonition to mankind ; and, upon this condition, 
*^ 1 wi(h that I were indeed the mod deformed of my 
" fpecies. " The moment this wi(h was uttered, the 
fpell of Farimina produced the contrary effe&. : her 
(kin, which was fcaly and yellow, became fmooth and 
white, her (lature was perceived gradually to increaCe, 
her neck rofe like a pillar of ivory, her bofom expand- 
cd, and her waift became \rf%', VwVivt, >«V\OcwVi^Ccitc 
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vras tl^ia aad of a dirty rod, was now black as the fea- 
thers of the raven, and flowed in large ringlets on her 
Moulders ', the paofl ezquifite fenflbility now fparkUd 
>n her eye, her cheeks were tinged w}th the blufties of 

^ the morning, and her lips moiflcned with the dew 3 
tvery- limb was pcrfed, and every motion was grace- 
ful : a white robe was thrown over her by an invifible 
hand j the crowd fell back in adoniHiment, and gazed 
^ith infatiable curioiity upon fuch beauty as before 
they had never ften* Shelimah was not leis allonifhed 
than the crowd-: (b&Iiood a while with her eyes fixed 
upon the ground, and, finding her confufion increafe, 
\vonld have retired in filcnce j but flic was prevented 
by the heralds ; who, having with much importunity 
prevailed upon her to enter the chariot, returned with 
her to the metropolis, p.refented her to Soliman, and ' 
related the prodigy. 

Soliman looked round upon the afTcmbly, in ddubtf^ 
whether to profecute or relinquifli his purpofe 5 when - 

. Abbaran, a hoary fage, who had prt^fided in- the coun- 

. cil of his father., came- forward, and pi aci.ig his fore- 
head on the foot-flool of the throne, " Let the king," 

. liid he,. " accept tl>e. reward of virtue, and take She- 
*• limah to his bed* In what age, and in what nation, 
*• fliaU not the beauty of- Shelimah be honoured? to 

. " whom will it be tranfmitted alone ? Will not the 
•* fiory of the wife of Soliman defccnd with her name? 

, " will it not be known, that thy dcfire of beauty was 
**^ not gratified, till it had been fubdiied ? that by an 

, •' iniquitous purppfe beauty became hideous, and by a* 
*' virtuous v\i(h deformity became fair ? 

Soliman, who had fixed his eyes upon Shelimah^ d\C 
covered a mixture cf joy and coi\l\i^\oti v:^ V^-t ^^vi.^- 
Vol. LIL - Lr Vi^%^^^ 
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tenancey which determined his choice, and was an etr** 
neft of his felicity ; for at that moinent, Love, wh6,^ 
during her date of deformity, had been excluded bj tfae 
fairy lllfarina*ii interdidion, took pofiefBon of he^ 
breaft. ' 

The nuptial ceremony was not long delayedi and £1- 
farina honoured k with her prefence. When (he de- 
parted, (he bellowed on both her benediftiou ^ and put 
into the hand of Shelimah a fcroU of rellum, on which 
iVas this inicription in letters of gold : 

*' Remember, Shelimah, the fate of Almerine, who 
^ dill lives the reproach of parental folly, of deg];aded 
^ beauty, and perverted fen fe. Remember Almerine;. 
. '' and let her example and thy own experience teach 
^ thee, that wit and beauty, learning, affluence, and 
" honour, are not eflential to human felicity 5 with 
*^ thefe (he was wretched, and without them thou wall 
*^ happy. Th« advantages which I have hitherto bef- 
" towed, miift now be obtained by an effort of thy 
** own : that which gives reliih to the co^rfeft food,, 
" is Temperance j the apparel and the dwelling of a 
\* peafant and a prince, are equal in the eflimation of 
'^ humility^ and the torment of ineffeftual defires.is- 
*' prevented, by the re(ignation of Piety to the will of 
** Heaven ^ advantages which are in the power of 
^ every wretch, who repines at the unequal dUlribu« 
^ tion of good and evil, and imputes to Nature the- 
:* cffe6ls of his own foUy.*^ 

The King, to whom Shelimah communicated thefe 

precepts of the Fairy, caufed then* to be tranfcribed, 

and with an account, of the events which had produced 

them, diilrxbuted over aVUus dotsiVYkiQus, Precepts which 
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were thus enforced, 'had aa immediate and eictenfive in* 
flaence ^ and the happinefs of Soliman and of Sheli-> 
ma}} vas thus communicated to the multitude whom 
^hej governed. 
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Hh^im com&am Menandrus, ifquakfque ejus ^ttaiis magu 
iquot^ eferisy.FbUemon mc D^i/us, et irmenere intra 
'p0»ciffimai annasy n$que imitandmn reliquere. 

Vkll, Patercvl. 



9tfenander, tog;ethhr with Philemon and Diphilus, who 
«^ muft be named with him rather as his contemporaries 
than his equals, invented within the compafs of a 
few years a new kind of comedy, and left it bc- 
fr t yond the reach of imitation. " 



To the ADVENTUaSR. 



SIR, 



Morality, taftc and hVeratute, fcwctV^ t^tx lAa^^txt^^ 
^orc irrcparMy, than By the lob oi Oait cacaft^^'^ ^ 



244 THE ADVENTUHER. No. CV. 

Menan^Ier i fome of thofe fragment.*, agreeble to mj 
promife, I am now going to lay before you, wbich i 
flvould' imagine would be as highly prized by the ouri- 
ous, as was the Coan Venus which Appelles le$ im* 
perfe<E^ and unfiniihed. 

Menander was celebrated for the fweetnefs, brevity, 
and fententioufnefs of his ftile* '^ He was fond of £u« 
'' ripides/* fays Quintilian, ** and nearly imitated the 
** manner of this tragic writer, though in a different 
^' -kind of work* He is a complete pattern oforatorial 
** excellence : it^ omnem vitae imaginem ezpreldit, tan« 
^< ta in eo inveniendi copia, et eloquendi £icultas ; it^ 
'' ed omnibus rebus, perfonis, affedfcibus, accomodatas: 
*^ fo various and fo juft are all his pictures of life ^ b 
.<* copious is his inveation, £> maAeriy* .Itis cloctitioii:; 
'* fo wonderfully is he adapted to ali kinds of fubje&i 
** perfonSy and paflions.'* This panegyric refleds equal 
honour on the critic, and on the comedian. Quintilian 
,has here painted Menander with. as lively and ezprtf- 
five ^rokes, as Menander had charaderifed the Athe« 
;Xiians. 

Boileau, in his celebrated eighth fatire, has net pre* 
fenttd the mifery and folly of man, fo forcibly ev hu^ 
mouroufly as Menander, 



fXtawtt ret {tn if/ fiaiutfi6ifnf», 
Ka) vow i^wret fjtxkkof avfi^tt^n troXfit 
Tef rnn opxv i^tft zrfvret mrwtf 

,Our9i Kax,ci:t iftoif tft tv tfisktytt fUutf* 
"Vvru xxKon ^4 etvT.v v^fy ytyttreUf 
A it (pvffts df^^xty ovTM rmtfr *X,^t» 

AvToi zfKf etvrm Wtfoc *pot<ro^»^»tA.i». 
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'Ofyiiifuf* tt9 thi Tig innryiey ^f^ifit 

^* All animals are more Happy, and have tnote tindef- 
'*'\fiaadiiig thaa mail* --Lbok, for inilance, on -yonder 
^ afs ; all allow kim to. be miferable : his evils, how« 
V •cwTi are not brought on him by himfelf and his 
^T«^n feults: -he feels only tboTe which nature has in- 
^^fiAed• We, on the contratyy befides our neceffary 
^f ills,, draw upon ourfelves a multitude of others. W6 
^ jUt melancholy, if any peribn happen to fneeze ^ we 
^. rMt9 ftngfjf if any ipeak tejproachfully of us j one 
^* man is affrighted with an unlucky dream, another 
^t at tjbe hooting of an x>wL Our contentions, our 
^' anxieties, our opinions, our ambition, our laws, are 
*fi all e^s> which we ourfelves have fuperadded to da- 
*i tttre>'' Comparifons betwixt the conditions of. the 
iMTUt-al and human fpecies^ have been frequently d'rawii ^ 
but this of Meaandtr^ as it probably was the firft, fo it 
is the beft 1 have ever feen. 

If this pafiage is admirable for the vivacity and fe- 
yerity of its fatire, the following ciertainly deferves 
deeper attention for weight of fentiment, and fublimity 
and purity of moral* 

Ui rig 2t iWi«* «^Mr^i^, Z HmfiUptUf 
T««|Mryri trXn6»g n t^t^ift >{| m At», 

Et/viiv fefit^ii Toy &tov xetfii^wat^ 



I 



i^6 rUrn ABviNTVRiK.' So. CVl 

Mif^s A^^MW i««t^i^* tTtt^nt UttfipiXif 
*0 yatf Bt»s /SXivfi n vXnriM wmfm, ^ 



^' He .tliat offers in facrificey O Pampnihil^ tf tnphi* 

" tade of bulls andofgoats, of golden veHments, 43r 
'* purple garments, or figures of ivory, or prccioui' 

^ gems \ and imagines by this to conciliate the bxwf 
^ of God, is grofsly nanftaken, and has no JToliJ unaer- 
** landing. For he that would facrifice with fuc* 
** cefs, ought to be chafle and charitable, no corrupted 
•* of virgins, no adulterer, no robbtr of mtfrderer, fof 
*' the fake of lucre. Covet not, O Pamphiltts, cvei^ 
** the thread of another man's needle ; for God, w4ib 
" fs near thee, perpetually beholds thy anions.'* 

Temperance, and juftice, and purity, are here incul- 
cated in the drongefl manner, and upon the moS 
powerful motive, the Omniscience of the Deity 5 at 
^e fame time, fuperdkion and the id6latry of the hea- 
then arc artfully ridiculed. I know not among the 
sracients any paiTage that contains fuch exalted and 
fpiritualized thoughts of religion. Yet if Ihefe refined 
fentime»ts were to be infcrted in a modern comedy, f 
fear they would be rejeded with difdain and difappro-* 
bation. The Athenians could endure to hear God 
and Virtue mentioned in the theatre j while an £ng- 
lifli and a Chriftian audience can laugh at adultery as 
ajeft, think obfcenity wit, arid debauchery amiable. 
The murderer, if a duellift, is a man of honour, the 
gameHcr underllands the art of living, the knave has 
pctietr^tioii and knows .maxiVAad, \ii^ ^^^tk^\Vv\l\. \% ^. 

UV 



fellow of fioe fpint, the take hta otlj t6\y6^i a freih 
counntry girl of her inhocehc* and hoabur, the jilt 
and the coquet have a great deal of vivacity and fire ^ 
bat a faithful. hufband is a dupe and a cuckold, and a 
plain country gentleman, a novice and a fool. The 
wretch that dared to ridicule Socrates abounds not ia 
{6 much falie fatire, ribaldry, obfcenity, and blafphemyi 
as our witty and wicked triumvirate, Wycherley, Con« 
greve, and Vanbrugh. 

.Menander has another Very remarkable refle6l]05^ 
Worthy eved that (iivine religion, which the iaft*menn 
tioned writers fo impotently endeavoured to deride. 
It. relates to the forgivenefs of enemies, a precept no^ 
totally unknown to the ancient fag'es, as liath rafhly. 
been alErmed > though never inculcated with fuch fre« 
quency, fervour and cogency^ and on motives fo weighs 
iy and el^acious, as Uy the founder of the Chridiaii 
§yftcm. 

*• He, O Gorgias, is the moft virtuous man, who bell 
^ knows among mortals how to bear injuries wittl 
^ patience,'* 

- It may not be improper to alleviate the fcrioufnefs of 
thefe moral reflections, by the addition of a paflage ot 
t lAore light and fprightly tuVn, 

' O fU9*Eiri;^ttffibH tW) ditfr ti)ixt iLtyn, 

%ym S* MnX«6«v xfwtfAtt Ufmt Oi«f 

T* •f^£fn ifuf full r« ;^rity |tfMn««» , . . . -j. 
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'* Epicarmus, Indeed, calls the wiacb, the water, AliQ; 
^' earth; the fun, the fire, and the dart, Gods. But 
"^ I am of opinion, that gold and filver are oar only 
^ powerful and propicious d<lkies. For when once 
^ joir have introduced thefe into your houfe, Vrifli iot 
** what you will, you thall quickly obtain it \ an eftate^ 
^ a habitation, fervants, plate, friends, judges, wit« 
^ ncffefs.'* 

From thefe (hort (pecimens, we may in Ibme mer- 
fure be enabled to judge of MenanderS way of think- 
ing and of writing \ remembering always how much 
his elegance is injured by a plain profaic tranilation^ 
and by confidcring the paffagcs fingly and feparately, 
without knowing the characters of the perfonagcs that 
fpoke them, and the apt^aefs and propriety with which 
they were introduced. 

The delicacy and decorum obferved conftantly by 
Menander, rendered him the darling writer of the 
Athenians, at a time when the Athenians were arriv- 
ed at the height of profperity and politenefs, and could 
no longer relifh the coarfe railleries, the brutal mirth, 
and illiberal wit, of an indecent Ariftophancs. *' Men- 
" ander," fays Plutarch, ** abounds in a precious At- 
** tic fait, which feems to have been taken from the 
*' fame fea, whence Venus hcrfclf arofe. But the fait 
" of Ariflophanes is bitter, difgufting, and corrofive." 

There are two circumftanccs that may juftly give 

us a mean opinion of the tafte of the Romans for 

comic eiUertainmcnts ; tWlm vW -^iA^'^xxJ^.^xv^^'^vx^'d^^ 
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notwithflanding the cenfure of Horace, they preferred ' 
the low buffoonery and drollery of Plautus to the deli- 
cacy and civility of Terence, the faithful copier of 

' -Menander^ and that Terence, to gratify an audience 
nnacquainted ^ith the real excellencies of the dramai 
found himfelf obliged to. violate the fimplicity of Men- 
ander^s plots, and w^' up 'two dories into one* in each 
of his tomedies, except the excellent and exa6l He« 

icyra. But this duplicity of fiable abounding in vari- 
ous turns of fortune, necefiarily draws off the attention 
from what ought to be its chief objeA in a legitimate 

s^omedy, Charader and Humour, 

Z. 

J am; SI&* 

Your humble Servant; 

Kaljbopbiutk 
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